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(Left) Valedictorian, 
Zachary Erwin, son to 
Caleb and Amy Erwin, is 
the oldest of four children 
and has been attending 
Faith Christian School 
since fourth grade. Before 
Faith, he had been homes-
chooled since pre-school. 
Since coming to Faith 
Christian School, he has 
had many opportunities 
and experiences through 
various school-held in-
stitutions such as Student 
Council, National Honor 
Society, sports, and other 
elective classes. Since the 
seventh grade, Zachary 
was elected to be a class 
officer of  Student Coun-
cil. As a senior, he served 
as Chaplain to the student 
body. Zachary played bas-
ketball during his eighth 
and ninth grade year, but 
what he really enjoyed 
and excelled in are soccer 
and track and field. He has 
played soccer for Faith 
from sixth grade through 
senior year, and participat-
ed in track and field in his 
seventh, eighth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grade years. 
During his senior year, 
he served as part of the 

tech team for the school’s 
weekly chapel and also 
had the privilege to be a 
chapel speaker in a three-
part sermon series with 
classmates Connor Braw-
ley and David Magnin. 
Zachary has excelled in 
academics, as well and is 
this year’s valedictorian. 
He plans to pursue a de-
gree in ministry leadership 
to become a youth pastor. 
His college of choice is 
undecided, but a potential 
school is the University 
of Valley Forge. One of 
his many favorite verses 
to live by is 1 John 4:18 
which says, “There is no 
fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear. For 
fear has to do with punish-
ment, and whoever fears 
has not been perfected in 
love.”
(Right) Salutatorian, 

Cameron Whistler, is 
the son of Matthew and 
MaryEllen Whistler, of 
Pen Argyl, PA. Camer-
on attended Faith Chris-
tian School from eighth 
through twelfth grades.  
He has always enjoyed 
sports and athletics, and 
he played on the school 

soccer and basketball 
teams for the past five 
years.  Cameron was a 
captain of the soccer team 
during his eleventh and 
twelfth grade years, and 
captain of the basketball 
team his twelfth-grade 
year.  In his tenth-grade 
year, Cameron served 
as class vice-president.  
In his eleventh-grade 
year, Cameron was 
nominated and accept-
ed into the National 
Honor Society, and as 
a senior, he served as 
its reporter.  Cameron is 
active in his church, will-
ingly serving by going on 
mission trips or cleaning 
the church.  Cameron re-
ceived multiple “Solo-
mon awards” from Faith 
Christian School in rec-
ognition of his hard work 
as a student and he was 
named the salutatorian 
of his graduating class.  
His favorite Bible verse 
is James 4:8 “Come near 
to God and he will come 
near to you...” Cameron 
plans to continue his gen-
eral education studies at 
Northampton Community 
College.

Two baby raccoons popped their heads out 
to see what was going on over the weekend 
on Ramseyburg Road in Knowlton, NJ. Be 
sure to watch out for these cute little furballs 
during your travels. Photo by Doreen Ruth-
erford/The Free Weekly Press

Faith Christian School Announces 2020 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian

By Chloe Sisson
The Pen Argyl School 

District is proud to an-
nounce the virtual 
College Signing Day 
where three Lady Green 
Knights have committed 
to continue their Athletic 
Careers.
Emma Lohman: Emma 

is the daughter of Heath-
er Smith-Lohman. Emma 
will be attending Wid-
ener University to ma-
jor in nursing. She will 
pursue a master’s degree 
and specialize in trauma 
medicine as well as con-
tinuing her soccer career.  
Throughout high school, 
Emma has participated 
in Varsity Girls Soccer, 
Varsity Girls Softball, 
Varsity Girls Basketball, 
National Honor Society, 
Scholastic Scrimmage, 
and Student Government. 
She has also been on first 
honor roll all four years 
of high school as well as 
achieved a 95% or above. 
During her soccer career 
as an offensive midfield-
er, she was a four-year 
varsity starter as well as 
a captain her sophomore, 
junior and senior years. 
Emma was a 2016-2017 
Lehigh Valley Live Girls 

Pen Argyl School District Announces Virtual College Signins For Three Lady 
Green Knights

Soccer Honorable Men-
tion, 2017-2018 Lehigh 
Valley Live Girls Soccer 
Honorable Mention, Soc-
cer Scholar Athlete Win-
ner and participant in the 
2020 Lehigh Valley Girls 
Soccer All Star Game.
Rachel Sutton: Rachel 

is the daughter of John 
and Karen Sutton. Rachel 
will be attending Mora-
vian College to major in 
Business where she will 
continue her basketball 
career under Mary Beth 
Spirk. Throughout high 
school, Rachel has been 
an honor roll student 

who also participated in 
gang green, minithon, 
and is the editor of the 
yearbook. She was a four 
year starter on the Varsity 
Basketball team, and cap-
tain of the team her senior 
year. She has also been 
named honorable men-
tion for the 2019-2020 
basketball season, and 
was chosen for the All-
Star team. Rachel also 
enjoys camping, hanging 
out with her friends, play-
ing basketball, and work-
ing out.
Lauryn Male: Lauryn 

Male is the daughter of 

Steve and Kim Male. 
Lauryn has had a suc-
cessful athletic career at 
Pen Argyl, participating 
in both Cheerleading and 
Track and Field, com-
peting in the Long jump, 
100 meter dash, 200 me-
ter dash, and 4x1 relay 
events. She was District 
11 Long Jump champion 
last season, most valuable 
player for Morning Call 
and earned the PAHS 
Shining Knight Award. 
In addition to her District 
11 championship medal, 
Lauryn Male placed third 
in long jump at the East 

Stroudsburg University 
indoor invitational. She 
is also an accomplished 
cheerleader with a game 
day first place medal. 
Lauryn will be attending 
Bloomsburg University 
to major in Health Busi-
ness Management where 
she will be continuing her 
track and field career. She 
is an honor roll student as 
well as the President of 
Varsity Club, a member 
of the Yearbook Staff and 
Travel Club. Lauryn also 
enjoys Dancing at the Art 
of Dance studio, baking, 
and traveling.

Emma Lohman Rachel Sutton Lauryn Male

Stations 38 Fire and 46 Rescue were dis-
patched to Rt. 80 on May 26th, where a tow 
truck caught fire.  The crews quickly extin-
guished the fire and cleared the road surface 
of debris and fluids from the lane, the driver 
was able to safely stop it on the shoulder. 
Photo courtesy Hope Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment - Station 38 Fire
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106 Kline St.

106 Kline St.

Tuesday & Wednesday: 4pm-8pm
Thursday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday & Monday: 10am-2pm

Stop In Today for
Up-coming Events!

Dotter’s Septic Services, LLC.
Formerly Albert Lawson Septic Services

610-759-6523
Northampton, PA

- Pump Septic Tanks & Cesspools -
- Grease Traps -

- Septic Repairs & Installations -
- Repair Septic Pumps -
- Electric Eel Services -

- Snow Removal -

Dotterssepticservices@yahoo.com

Free Estimates
11 Years of Experience

Comunale Lawn 
& Landscaping Inc.

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

610-588-1145

PHOTOS TAKEN BY
THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS

CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEPRESSPHOTOS.

FOTOTIME.COM

Pennsylvania
St. John’s Cemetery 

is accepting memori-
al donations for the 
maintenance of the 
cemetery. Donations 

can be mailed to St. 
John’s Cemetery, C/O 
Carol Hummel, 136 
Messenger Street, Ban-
gor, PA 18013.
Reformed Cemetery 

of Stone Church is 
Accepting Memori-

al Donation for the 
maintenance of the 
Cemetery. Donations 
can be mailed to Re-
formed Cemetery, C/O 
Ronald A. Sartini, 
10200 Richmond Road, 
Bangor, PA. 18013.

New Jersey
Volunteers Needed 
for Community Gar-
den: Monday - Thurs-
day mornings, from 
9am-12pm. Project 

Self-Sufficiency is 
seeking volunteers to 
assist with planting, 
maintenance and har-
vesting of fruits and 
vegetables from the 
community gardens at 
the agency’s Newton 
campus. Volunteers 
must be at least 17 
years of age. No expe-
rience is required.
The Hardwick Se-

niors in Hardwick, 
NJ, have been busy 
this year crocheting 

and knitting scarves 
and hats for United 
States Vets who are in 
local Nursing Homes. 
The gifts will be dis-
tributed to the Vets by 
the American Legion 
Givens Belet 258 of 
Blairstown. Any Hard-
wick residents over the 
age of 55 are most wel-
come to attend and join 
if they wish. Call their 
President, Laura Ran-
dazzo at 908 362 8920 
for more information.

(May 27, 2020) Par-
ent to Parent Addic-
tion Services, Inc., in 
Warren County has a 
solid reputation as a 
non-profit organization 
that is helping individu-

als and families coping 
with addiction issues 
throughout the region. 
Parent to Parent offers 
a variety of services in-
cluding support group 
interaction and acting 

as a conduit for those 
seeking expanded ser-
vices by connecting 
them with all levels of 
care needed. 
While the organization 

itself relies on dona-

Pictured above: Debi Natale, Greg and June DePetro of Chefs Table 
Tuttobenne of Whitehouse Station, and Helen Carey (Co-Directors 
with Debi of Parent to Parent Addiction Services, Inc.,)

tions, including finan-
cial support, it often 
goes beyond its scope 
of services to directly 
impact other equally as 
important groups in one 
way or another. That 
is exactly what Parent 
2 Parent recently did 
when it donated gour-
met food in partnership 
with Chefs Table Tut-
tobenne of Whitehouse 
Station, and the home-
made masks courtesy of 
the Hunterdon County 
group “Frontline An-
gels Seam Team”, to 
the Freedom House Re-
habilitation Center in 
Glen Gardner.   
The residents at 

Freedom House were 
thrilled to accept the ca-
tered dinner, which was 
delivered over Memo-
rial Day Weekend, and 
the much-needed masks 
(for residents and staff).
“There are so many 

moving parts when it 
comes to addiction and 
rehabilitation; there is 
no one fix or way to 
deal with it,” said Hel-
en Carey, co-director of 
Parent to Parent with 
Debi Natale.
“Life is tough enough 

for those coping with 
addiction; if we can 
show caring and make a 
difference in some way 
then that’s part of what 
we do,” added Natale. 
For June and Greg 

DePetro, owners of 
Chef’s Table Tuttoben-
ne on Route 22, being a 
part of this project has 
special meaning as they 
lost their son Gregory 
Charles to an acciden-
tal overdose and have 
always been supportive 
of efforts to help peo-
ple deal with substance 
abuse. Lori Altamirano, 
who lost her daughter 
Brianna to an acciden-
tal overdose, and Col-
leen Hann, were instru-
mental in the donation 
of masks through the 
Frontline Angels Seam 
Team. 
Freedom House and 

Parent to Parent have 
been working together 
to assist and help each 
other get more indi-
viduals into detox and 
long-term recovery and 
help them reclaim their 
lives.
“This epidemic can’t 

be tackled by one per-
son or by one organi-
zation,” said Carey. “It 
takes a group effort to 
try and make a differ-
ence.”
“Partnerships are key,” 

added Natale. “Partner-
ships and relationships 
will go a long way in 
dealing with a crisis 
that won’t go away by 
itself.”
And a crisis can hap-

pen anytime; thus Par-
ent to Parent is not a 

Parent To Parent Donates Food, Masks To Freedom House in NJ Monday through Friday 
business. In a recent 
weekend, for example, 
they were able to assist 
two families get their 
loved ones into rehab 
and another client into a 
sober living program.
 Parent to Parent Ad-

diction Services, Inc., a 
non-profit organization 
(501 c3), is located at 
325 B,, West Washing-
ton Avenue (Route 57), 
Washington. Parent to 
Parent provides free ser-
vices to individuals suf-
fering a substance use 
disorder and may need 
help in getting into a 
detox, rehabilitation, or 
sober living program, as 
well as providing trans-
portation to these places 
if needed. They also of-
fer support to any loved 
one or family member of 
a person suffering with 
the disease of addiction. 
Support groups are of-
fered every 1st Monday 
of the month at 6 p.m. 
at their office. They 
are available by phone, 
email, or a private meet-
ing also. 
To contact or reach 

them with questions 
or to request help, call 
(908) 223-1951 or email 
p a r e n t 2 p a r e n t w c @
gmail.com. You can also 
like Parent to Parent on 
Facebook, StopHeroin-
NJ/Parent2ParentWC or 
get more at www.parent-
2parentaddic t ionser-
vices.com.

If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind word 
you said about people and collect five cents for every unkind 

word, would you be rich or poor? ~Author unknown

PLEASE DONT TOUCHPLEASE DONT TOUCH
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325 Blue Valley Drive, Bangor, PA 18013

BANGOR PODIATRY LLC

Most
Insurances
Accepted

Office Hours
by

Appointment

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
“Put Your Feet In Good Hands”

CHERALYN PERKINS, D.P.M.• DAVID SCALZO, D.P.M.• KATHLEEN HOPE, D.P.M.

• Ankle Pain

• Heel Pain
• Hammertoes
• Fractures & Neuromas
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Bunions

• Poor Circulation

• Ulcers
• Toenail Fungus
• Tendonitis
• Sprains

• Painful Corns 
& Calluses

• Orthotic Arch Supports
& Diabetic Shoes • Warts

WE MAKE HOUSECALLS!

Brodheadsville
Office 
Now
Open

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Mt. Bethel, PA

Maintaining Your Comfort Through The Season
 Air Conditioning • Plumbing •  Heating • Well Pumps • Water Treatment 

www.malachowskiandson.com

PA 048963
35yrs of  Experience

www.BlueValleyVision.net 
bvv2015@yahoo.com

BLUE VALLEY VISIONBLUE VALLEY VISION

Timothy J. Velekei Sr., ABOC 

610-452-2720

Timothy J. Velekei Sr., ABOC 

Now Accepting New Patients! Most Insurances Accepted

Eye Care

You Can TrustEye Care

You Can Trust

455 Blue Valley Dr., Bangor      610-452-2720

Comprehensive Eye Exams
Lab on Premises

Many Frames to Choose From

Project Self-Sufficien-
cy’s food distribution 
program, The Food 
Pantry: Nourishing 
Our Neighbors, is ful-
ly-stocked and ready to 
provide free food and 
limited personal care 
products to Sussex and 
Warren County resi-
dents, Monday – Friday, 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Patrons need not be 
agency participants. 
Project Self-Sufficien-

cy is welcoming mon-
etary donations to pur-
chase food, as well as 
the donation of non-per-
ishable items such as 
canned soups and stews; 
canned fruits and veg-
etables; fresh seasonal 
fruits and vegetables; 
frozen meals; coffee; 

tuna; pastas and sauces; 
peanut butter and jelly; 
toothpaste; shampoos 
and conditioners; hair 
care products; skin care 
products; laundry deter-
gents; diapers and baby 
wipes; toilet tissue; fa-
cial tissue; and feminine 
hygiene products.
“Thanks to outstanding 

community support, The 
Food Project: Nourish-
ing Our Neighbors at 
Project Self-Sufficien-
cy is open and ready to 
serve anyone in need,” 
commented Deborah 
Berry-Toon, Execu-
tive Director at Project 
Self-Sufficiency.  “This 
public health crisis has 
placed a tremendous 
burden on some of the 
most vulnerable mem-

Project Self-Sufficiency’s Food Distribution Program Is Stocked For Families In Need

Project Self-Sufficiency Board Member Dee 
Fernandez and her husband, Jim, have do-
nated numerous packages of diapers to 
Project Self-Sufficiency’s The Food Project:  
Nourishing our Neighbors

bers of our community and we are exceptional-

ly grateful for the dona-
tions we have received 
from individuals, busi-
nesses and other com-
munity organizations.”
Those who are inter-

ested in accessing The 
Food Project: Nourish-
ing Our Neighbors at 
Project Self-Sufficiency 
are invited to visit the 
campus, 127 Mill Street, 
Newton or call the agen-
cy, 973-940-3500 or 
844-807-3500.  Mon-
etary and food dona-
tions will be gratefully 
accepted at the agency 
Monday – Friday, 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Mon-
etary donations can also 
be made at www.proj-
ectselfsufficiency.org.
Project Self-Suffi-

ciency is a commu-

nity-based non-profit 
organization which spe-
cializes in services for 
low-income families in 
northwestern New Jer-
sey.  Programs offered 
at Project Self-Suffi-
ciency include family 
literacy education, com-
puter training and job 
placement services, as-
sistance with parenting 
skills, childcare, coun-
seling and advocacy, 
referrals, and help with 
emergency basic needs.  
To make a donation, or 
for more information 
about the programs and 
services offered by Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency, 
visit www.projectself-
sufficiency.org or call 
973-940-3500 or 844-
807-3500.

(May 26, 2020) It is 
with a heavy heart and 
much consternation that 
the Washington Cele-
brates America commit-
tee has announced that 
it is cancelling its annual 
July 4th activities this 
year. 
“It was not a decision 

that we took lightly,” 
said Richard Maguire, 
Chair of the WCA com-
mittee. “In the long run 
there seemed to be too 
many ifs and obstacles 
in making it work this 
year.”
With the COVID-19 sit-

uation still up in the air 
as far as when large gath-
erings can take place, the 
limited number of bands 
willing to commit for 

the parade, and the safe-
ty measures overall that 
would likely have to be 
put in place were just a 
few of the reasons that 
the committee took into 
consideration in making 
its decision. 
Additionally, commit-

tee members felt it was 
unfair to seek monetary 
donations from busi-
nesses and families at 
this time as so many of 
them are struggling to 
cope as it is. The ma-
jority of funding for the 
event historically comes 
from donations to WCA, 
a non-profit organiza-
tion. Another source of 
income is the annual 
candy sale. With limited 
ways to sell the candy 

this year, however, that 
source of money has es-
sentially dried up.
Washington Celebrates 

America, running for 
several decades, typical-
ly includes an old-fash-
ioned parade, fireworks, 
orange crate derby, and 
other family activities. 
Unfortunately, though, 
not this year. 
“We look at this as an 

unavoidable bump in the 
road,” said Maguire. “A 
disappointing one for the 
entire community. We 
know how much every-
one looks forward to it. 
We’ll be working hard to 
bring back Washington 
Celebrates America in 
2021, bigger and better 
than ever!”

With Heavy A Heart WCA Committee 
Cancels Washington Celebrates America

 As Pennsylvanians are 
facing one of the most 
challenging years in a 
lifetime, the House of 
Representatives is ad-
vancing a responsible, 
temporary budget that 
was developed in re-
sponse to the unique 
circumstances facing 
the Commonwealth.
On Tuesday, the House 

passed a temporary 
budget that appropri-
ates state funding for 
the next five months. 
The General Assembly 
will appropriate the fi-
nal seven months of the 
fiscal year later in 2020.
“Every Pennsylvanian 

is making sacrifices as a 
result of this pandemic 
and a two-part budget 
for this year reflects 
those sacrifices and 
provides stability and 
certainty to millions of 
Pennsylvanians,” said 
House Majority Leader 
Bryan Cutler (R-Lan-
caster). “We cannot 

project the impact on 
state revenues due to 
the statewide business 
shutdown and moving 
the state tax deadline 
to July 15. This budget 
plan allows us to keep 
the state operating ef-
ficiently now, and re-
sponsibly fund all pro-
grams in the future.”
The plan passed in 

House Bill 2387 does 
include some 12-month 
appropriations, includ-
ing to statewide educa-
tion. PreK through 12th 
grade, special educa-
tion, career and techni-
cal education and high-
er education line items 
are all fully funded for 
the next year.
“Our constituents – 

parents and students 
– and we as legislators 
fully expect schools to 
open in the fall and keep 
them open all year,” 
Speaker of the House 
Mike Turzai (R-Allegh-
eny) said. “We support 

fully funding education, 
expecting students to be 
back in the classroom. 
Further, the Department 
of Education, our inter-
mediate units and the 
school districts need to 
provide students with 
underlying medical or 
special needs with In-
dividualized Education 
Programs suited to their 
needs.
“Further, our state-re-

lated universities, state 
system universities and 
private independent 
universities and col-
leges are a key com-
ponent to reviving the 
economy and educat-
ing our students for the 
21st century workforce. 
Those institutions need 
to bring students back 
to their campuses,” said 
Turzai.
The general appropri-

ation for the temporary 
budget is $25.8 bil-
lion, with level funding 
throughout the budget 

House Provides Stability to State in Advancing Responsible Budget

based off current year 
numbers.
“Every decision we’ve 

made, and every of-
fer we brought to the 
table with the Senate 
and administration, has 
been based on data,” 
House Appropriations 

Committee Chairman 
Stan Saylor (R-York) 
said. “House Republi-
cans have led the way 
in helping businesses, 
workers, families and 
schools recover from 
the wide-spread impact 
of this pandemic. This 

responsible budget ap-
proach is a continuation 
of those efforts.”
The General Appro-

priation bill, and more 
than a dozen separate 
appropriations bills, ad-
vance to the Senate for 
further consideration.

The challenges we face are far too big to be 
solved by a few chosen people. It’s all of our 

jobs to work for each other now. To believe in 
our own efficacy to help our communities. Not to 
solve the problems of the world, but to help the 
people around us in any and every way we can. 

That feels right to me. ~Jeb Dickerson
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NOW OPEN IN OUR NEW LOCATION!NOW OPEN IN OUR NEW LOCATION!
110 Hill Motor Lodge Rd., Tannersvile, PA 110 Hill Motor Lodge Rd., Tannersvile, PA 

570-369-4395         poconohd.com570-369-4395         poconohd.com

Abundant Life
220 Main Street, Johnsonburg, NJ 

• alwcnw.com •    •                             •  

973-463-9455 marc@alwcnw.com 

Sundays 10:00am, Tuesdays 7:00pm

abundantlifenw

Check Online for

Check Online for

Service Updates!

Service Updates!

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

Team Sports Equipment & Uniforms

NEW LOCATION: 24A Broadway,
Bangor, PA 18013 - Side Enterance

P: 610-588-2958     F: 610-588-8461
email: dukessports@fast.net

“Goal Posts to Socks, &
EVERYTHING in Between!”

Work & Occupational Wear
Screen Printing & Embroidery Services

Digital Color Printing
(Banners, Decals, WALL BANGERZ, Wall Posters...Incl. Fat Head Type)

Coaches & Parents Save Time & $$$
Volume Discounts on Accessories & Equipment

Authorized                 Dealer

(May 31, 2020) Speaker 
of the House Mike Tur-
zai (R-Allegheny) issued 
the following statement 
in support of ALL Penn-
sylvanians following a 
day of protests, mired by 
rioting and looting:
“The killing of George 

Floyd by a police officer 
was depraved and sense-
less.
“Americans demand 

justice.
“The tragic incident ex-

poses the need for fair-
ness in all aspects of our 
national life. We need 
to continue to promote 

educational choice and 
economic opportunity 
for all. We need to pro-
tect every life, from the 
unborn to the elderly. We 
say this because every 
human being deserves 
dignity and respect. That 
is why we must address 
our criminal justice sys-
tem in part by fostering 
renewed professional-
ism and decorum. We 
have yet to end racism 
and discrimination. We 
have come far, but not 
far enough.
“At this critical time 

in the life our state, 

the capital city of Har-
risburg could offer a 
vision for change—a 
Democratic Mayor and 
a Republican Speaker 
standing together for 
educational choice and 
community policing 
and economic invest-
ments leading to fami-
ly-sustaining jobs. We 
can cross the partisan 
divide. We can stand to-
gether for what is right. 
We can heal broken 
communities.
“This moment calls 

for hope, not fear; love, 
not hate.”

PA Speaker Turzai: Americans Demand Justice

As part of their commitment to engaging and helping local youth, Slate Belt Rising created a scholarship program in 2019. These schol-
arships are to help graduating seniors and adults that are continuing their education defray the cost of continuing their education at a 
four-year college or university, community college, or trade school. Additionally, for seniors that may be going directly into the workforce 
for a skilled-trade, scholarship funds can be used to purchase tools. This year’s Slate Belt Rising Scholarship recipients are Fallon Apgar; 
Fallon, a graduate of Pen Argyl Area High School, will be furthering her education at Moravian College studying Biological Sciences. Alexis 
Culp; Alexis, a graduate of Temple University will be pursuing a Master’s Degree in Education for Spanish Language at Temple Universi-
ty. Kirstin Hendershot; Kirstin, a graduate of Pen Argyl Area High School, will be furthering her education at East Stroudsburg University 
studying Early Childhood Education. Lindsay Hoffer; Lindsay, a graduate of Bangor Area High School, will be furthering her education 
at Liberty University studying Nursing. Molly Kutz; Molly, a graduate of Pen Argyl Area High School, will be furthering her education at 
Kutztown University studying Elementary and Special Education. Daniel Oakley; Daniel, a graduate of Pen Argyl Area High School, will 
be furthering his education at Penn State University Park studying Finance. Slate Belt Rising would like to congratulate their scholarship 
recipients and wish all recent graduates success in their future endeavors! Pictured L-R: Alexis Culp, Lindsay Hoffer, Kirstin Hendershot, 
Daniel Oakley, Molly Kutz, and Fallon Apgar

(May 28, 2020 )Major-
ity Leader Bryan Cutler 
(R-Lancaster) issues the 
following statement re-
garding House Democrat 
accusations:
“Today the House Dem-

ocrats made unfounded 
allegations regarding 
the management of the 
health and safety of our 
members and staff.
“Instead of seeking un-

derstanding with regard 
to the procedures that 
we are obligated to fol-
low by law, they chose 
to personally attack our 
Speaker of the House, 
Mike Turzai, by casting 
aspersions on his char-
acter.
“First, Speaker Turzai, 

nor any leader of the 
House Republican Cau-
cus, is to blame.
“In fact, the mem-

ber never informed the 
speaker that he tested 
positive and the speaker 
has advocated that any 
member who has been di-
agnosed with COVID-19 
should self-disclose.
“The responsibility to 

manage the daily opera-

tions of the Republican 
Caucus is mine, as the 
leader.
“The House Republi-

can Caucus’ Human Re-
sources Department pre-
viously issued directives 
and provided timely up-
dates to both Republican 
members and staff re-
garding the expectations 
surrounding the protec-
tion of public health. 
These were followed at 
my direction.
“In fact, each day, any 

Republican Caucus em-
ployee who physically 
reports to the Capitol 
Building must fill out 
and submit an online 
health verification form.  
Additionally, other safe-
ty protocols, plus our 
policy, have been in 
place daily since the ep-
idemic began.
“As such, the contin-

ued recriminations being 
used against the speaker 
are not only entirely in-
appropriate and offen-
sive; they are entirely 
misplaced.
“The speaker is an hon-

orable man who – since 

the crisis began – has 
made the safety of all the 
members of the House a 
top priority. 
“This is precisely why 

he oversaw the enact-
ment of a temporary 
House rule that allows 
any member of the 
House to vote remotely – 
either in their Harrisburg 
Capitol Office or else-
where – and, as chair of 
the Bipartisan Manage-
ment Committee (BMC), 
oversaw the request and 
implementation of other 
health and safety fea-
tures in the House.
“I am disgusted that my 

colleagues in the Dem-
ocrat Caucus would so 
easily dismiss the truth 
and use a colleague’s 
health condition to raise 
political monies from 
this situation.
“The policy disagree-

ments that the House 

Republicans and Dem-
ocrats have been having 
in the past number of 
weeks can never justify 
impugning the integrity 
of the speaker, shaming 
someone who is ill, and 

provoking fear that the 
House of Representa-
tives is not actively man-
aging the virus.
“In fact, prior discus-

sions were already un-
derway to make further 

improvements through 
the Bipartisan Manage-
ment Committee, which 
runs House operations, 
to ensure our internal 
policies were consistent 
with each other.”

Attacks and Fundraising Show True Goals of House Democrats in Pennsylvania
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(May 28, 2020) On be-
half of the millions of 
Pennsylvanians who re-
main out of work and 
who are struggling every 
day to feed their fami-
lies, pay their bills and 
protect their livelihoods, 
the House Republicans 
passed a resolution to-
night that would end the 
business shutdown across 
Pennsylvania.
“From the beginning of 

this process, Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s business shut-
down order has been arbi-
trary, frustrating, and de-
structive to family-owned 
small businesses that 
have been cornerstones 
in communities across 

our state,” House Ma-
jority Leader Bryan Cut-
ler (R-Lancaster) said. 
“Since this process be-
gan, the voices of Penn-
sylvanians have been 
loud and clear. They want 
the opportunity to operate 
safely under our current 
circumstances, just as 
Gov. Wolf has allowed 
so many businesses to do. 
This resolution does just 
that.”
As media reports across 

Pennsylvania show, the 
waiver process was in-
consistent and unfair. 
Some businesses were 
both approved and de-
nied, and worse, ap-
proved businesses had 

their waivers revoked 
with no explanation.
“Our members voted 

time and again to allow 
certain segments of our 
economy to safely reopen, 
and often the governor 
followed suit, whether it 
was construction, real es-
tate or elective surgeries. 
We acted, and the gover-
nor followed. He knows 
businesses can operate 
safely because he allowed 
so many businesses to do 
so. It’s time everyone had 
the same opportunity,” 
Cutler added.
House Resolution 836 

leaves in place the state’s 
emergency declaration 
and ensures nursing 

homes and long-term 
care facilities can contin-
ue to receive the added 
assistance they desper-
ately need. The resolution 
would end the executive 
order to shut down busi-
nesses, which Wolf is-
sued on March 17.
“Schools are not teach-

ing; jobs are not paying; 
and government is not 
working for the people. 
The best step for all res-
idents of our state is to 
allow workers, employers 
and nonprofits the abili-
ty to safely resume their 
work.”
The resolution now ad-

vances to the Senate for 
further consideration.

Pocono Mountain Harley Davidson’s New Location in Tannersville, PA

Photos by Nelson Albert/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Nelson Albert/The Free Weekly Press

House Republicans Vote to Reopen Pennsylvania

(MAy 28, 2020) Re-
publicans disappointed 
in lack of information 
provided by Treasury 
during Assembly budget 
hearing
During today’s Assem-

bly budget committee 
hearing with state Trea-
surer Elizabeth Maher 
Muoio, Republicans 
asked multiple questions 
that did not receive di-
rect answers. They say 
it is an indication that 

administration’s lack 
of transparency comes 
from a lack of informa-
tion.
 “The administration 

was not confident in 
their revenue estimates,” 
said Assemblyman Hal 
Wirths (R-Sussex, War-
ren, Morris), the GOP 
budget officer. “Even 
the Office of Legisla-
tive Services said there 
is a large margin of er-
ror and that everything 

is incredibly uncertain. 
It seems as though the 
administration is unpre-
pared and hoping for the 
best.”
 Both the OLS and 

the Treasury Depart-
ment would not commit 
to their estimates. The 
OLS estimates that reve-
nues will be nearly $500 
million higher than the 
Murphy administration’s 
projections, but the non-
partisan office also stat-

ed that June is the sec-
ond best month for sales 
tax revenue because of 
tourism, which may be 
held back by the stay-at-
home order.
 “I asked some very 

simple questions about 
what to expect about the 
state recovery, and the 
response seemed to be 
that treasury really didn’t 
know,” said Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz 
(R-Union). “When the 

treasurer was directly 
asked if there was a con-
tingency plan, there was 
none. Governor Murphy 
always talks about data, 
but when push comes 
to shove it doesn’t seem 
like his administration 
has much to share.”
 Muoio indicated tax 

hikes will not be con-
sidered for the rest of 
this fiscal year, but will 
be on the table for the 
fiscal year 2021 budget 
expected to be delivered 
by Gov. Phil Murphy 
August 25. If revenue 
estimates are too high, 
the state would have to 
make further cuts.
 “There is a large chance 

that heavily indebted 
corporations will ask for 
their money back,” said 
Assemblyman Rob Clif-
ton (R-Monmouth). “I 
was told that wasn’t con-
sidered in the Treasury 
Department’s estimates 
because they didn’t 
know how much taxes 
have been overpaid. The 
administration needs to 

be more responsible be-
cause that could devas-
tate revenue and put us 
back to square one.”
 The department not-

ed that corporations 
have overpaid taxes in 
monthly revenue up-
dates throughout the fis-
cal year. The state rev-
enue report released on 
May 22 noted that the 
overpayments loom over 
corporation business tax 
revenues.
 “Today proved that 

Governor Murphy’s pol-
icies broke the back of 
the curve, but also broke 
the back of the state and 
our constituents,” said 
Assemblywoman Serena 
DiMaso (R-Monmouth). 
“It was disappointing to 
hear constant blaming 
of the prior administra-
tion for the state’s prob-
lems, but champion re-
cord pension payments 
that are only happening 
because of the prior 
administration. There 
doesn’t seem to be any 
accountability.”

Republicans Disappointed In Lack Of Information Provided By Treasury During 
Assembly Budget Hearing in NJ
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown

Hello Fellow Readers,
     The violence added 
to the pandemic is hard 
to comprehend. A foun-
dation of our column, 
shared over eight years, 
is finding lessons in our 
gardens and nature and 
taking these lessons into 
the garden of life. And 
so, especially this week, 
we long for wisdom to 
soothe the heaviness.
     Yesterday I helped 
Peggy and Ed add pe-
rennials in their garden 
on Culver›s Lake NJ, 
choosing an assortment 
of raspberry-colored 
lovelies. Such as Di-
anthus Periott, Salvia 
Sallyrosa’ Jumbo Pink,’ 
and Dianthus barbatus’ 

Purple Bi-Color’ (aka 
Pot Carnation). Plus 
‘Cherry Tart’ Stone-
crop (sedum). An extra 
treat is a Cora Louise 
Itoh Peony adorned 
with white blooms and 
stunning dark raspberry 
centers—a hybrid that 
stands tall without stak-
ing.
     After finishing, we 
walked around, enjoy-
ing things planted pre-
viously. Their Annabelle 
Hydrangea, the much-
loved native beauty with 
white pompom flowers, 
looked odd. The tips of 
the branches have leaves 
perfectly glued together. 
I opened a few to find a 
gooey slug-type critter I 
didn’t recognize.
     Digging into the di-
lemma, I learned its like-
ly Hydrangea Leaf-tier 
(Olethreutes or Exarte-
ma ferriferana). Howev-
er, I didn’t find the half-
inch long green cater-
pillar with a black head 
that feeds on the leaves 
and flower buds. Maybe 
the gooey little blobs I 
found would grow into 
that. Or they could be 
tiny slugs that entered 
the tent too, as they are 
fond of the moist spot 
for feeding.
      Leaf-tiers grow into 
moths with brown and 
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(May 27, 2020)  In an 
effort to end former 
Gov. Gifford Pinchot’s 
mandate to make li-
quor sales “as incon-
venient and expensive 
as possible” by creat-
ing the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board 
(PLCB),  Speaker of 
the House Mike Turzai 
(R-Allegheny) issued 
the following statement 
supporting legislation 
introduced by Rep. Tim 
O’Neal (R-Washington) 
to end Pennsylvania’s 
antiquated and failing 
state store system.
“As Speaker, I ful-
ly support Rep. Tim 
O’Neal’s House Bill 
2547 to move sales of 

wine and spirits fully 
into the private sector. 
The House has passed 
elimination of the state 
stores four times with 
Gov. Tom Wolf veto-
ing full privatization 
encapsulated in House 
Bill 466 of 2015-16 that 
I sponsored.
“Consumers want the 
opportunity to buy wine 
and spirits in grocery 
stores or in specialty 
stores. The state will 
still tax and regulate the 
sale of these alcoholic 
beverages.
“We did ‘box’ the gov-
ernor into signing leg-
islation in 2016 – Act 
39 of 2016, formerly 
House Bill 1690 – to 

Speaker Turzai: Time to End the PLCB Monopoly and 
Support Rep. O’Neal’s Wine and Spirit Convenience Bill

allow sales of wine 
and beer in our grocery 
stores, which has proved 
responsible, convenient 
and profitable.
“Rep. O’Neal, as a cap-

tain in the United States 
Army, earned a Bronze 
Star serving in Afghani-
stan. He is ideally suited 
to carry the mantle for 
full privatization.”

(May 28, 2020) Senator 
Mario Scavello (R-40) 
today said the Senate 
has approved an interim 
state budget and the allo-
cation of $2.6 billion in 
federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) fund-
ing to support individu-
als, small businesses, or-
ganizations and counties 
impacted by the virus.
“Passing a five-month 

budget is the responsi-
ble thing to do, given 
that we cannot make 
accurate long-term rev-
enue projections until 
the financial impact of 
COVID-19 and Gover-
nor Wolf’s shutdown of 
the economy are better 
known,” Scavello said. 
“Today’s action funds 
key state services and 
makes vital federal aid 
available to individuals 
and communities
House Bill 2387 is an 

interim $25.8 billion 
spending plan that pro-
vides five months of 
funding for most state 
agencies and services 
for the 2020-21 fiscal 
year. The appropria-
tions are based primarily 
on current funding for 
agencies and services 
but allocated at a five-
month level. Full-year 
funding is provided for a 
few select line items, no-
tably for education and 
food security programs. 
“One of the most pivotal 
pieces of this budget bill 
is the inclusion of full-
year funding for public 
education. This is a vic-
tory for Pennsylvania 
schools and will provide 
stability for our students 
and teachers as we look 
to reopen schools in 
the fall. In this unstable 
time, we sent a strong 
message that education 
is still a top priority and 
provided solidity for our 
communities,” Scavello 
said.
Senate Bill 1108 ap-

propriates a portion of 
Pennsylvania’s federal 
CARES funding for crit-
ical needs created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Funding in the package 
includes:
o   $692 million for 

long-term living ser-
vices providers.
o   $625 million for 

counties that did not re-
ceive a direct subsidy 
from the federal govern-
ment.
o   $260 million for 

providers of intellectu-
al disability and autism 
services.
o   $225 million to help 

Pennsylvania’s small 
businesses recover.
o   $175 million to pro-

vide rent and mortgage 
assistance to low- and 
middle–income families 
impacted by the pan-
demic.
o   $150 million to help 

school districts meet 
the challenges created 
by COVID-19 through 
school cleaning, as well 
as safety and security 
funding.
o   $116 million for 

child-care services.

o   $72.2 million to sup-
port higher education 
students.
o   $50 million to sup-

port first responders.
o   $40 million for agri-

cultural and food insecu-
rity programs.
o   $28 million for 

community programs, 
including domestic vi-
olence programs ($10 
million), homeless assis-
tance ($10 million) and 
legal services ($8 mil-
lion).
“These are unprece-

dented times, and these 
measures serve as a 
bridge to what I hope 
and expect are better 
days,” Scavello said. 
“We need to get people 
back to work and get 
Pennsylvania back on 
track.”

Scavello: Senate Approves 
State Budget and COVID-19 

Funding Package

Unselfish and noble actions are the most radiant 
pages in the biography of souls. ~David Thomas

white markings that re-
turn in late fall and lay 
eggs, one on each stem. 
Come spring, they hatch 
and move to the tips of 
the branches to make 
their tent. They’re not a 
common pest but gone 
unchecked; they will 
destroy flower buds. 
For some odd reason, it 
seems they only choose 
smooth hydrangea (Hy-
drangea arborescens).
Removing them manual-
ly by unfolding the two 
leaves tied together and 
dropping the critter into 
soapy water for good rid-
dance is the most effec-
tive, which seems right 
up there with manual 
slug removal, not ideal 
for those of us squea-
mish of such things. A 
less icky option is to clip 
the tips and throw them 
into a Ziploc and toss 

them in the trash. Tend-
ing to this soon after the 
leaves become glued will 
spare this year›s bloom 
as smooth hydrangea 
bloom on new wood.
      There’s a biologi-
cal insecticide with Btk 
(Bacillus thuringien-
sis kurstaki), naturally 
found in soil. It will kill 
caterpillars of moths 
and butterflies as they 
emerge from the egg 
but will not affect bees. 
One worries about mon-
archs, but once applied, 
Btk does not affect cater-
pillars beyond ten days. 
Monarch butterflies have 
a different caterpillar 
timeline than Leaf-tiers.
     It’s fascinating how 
Leaf-tiers so cleverly 
defend themselves by 
creating a perfect tent 
of two leaves. Wouldn’t 
it be something if we 
could protect ourselves 
in much the same way? 
While hiding for safe-
ty makes sense, there’s 
more to be gained by 
taking action. And tak-
ing action may not be 
sharing the anger over 
the wrongs. Instead, liv-
ing in the love of our 
neighbors and our com-
munity, which can spread 
and grow throughout the 
world. Garden Dilem-
mas? AskMaryStone.
com (and now on your 
favorite Podcast App.)

Stay Up-To-Date On Facebook & Online at thepressnewsonline.comStay Up-To-Date On Facebook & Online at thepressnewsonline.com
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(May 28, 202010 Af-
ter hearing directly from 
child care providers and 
camp operators about 
their plans to operate safe-
ly, Sen. Steven Oroho said 
the Murphy Administra-
tion must produce a clear 
timeline for the reopening 
of child care centers and 
summer camps. 
“Without access to child 

care and summer camps, 
it will be impossible for 
many parents to leave 
their homes to earn a liv-

ing as their workplaces 
reopen,” said Oroho (R-
24). “Thankfully, it’s clear 
that child care and camp 
operators have produced 
detailed plans that demon-
strate their ability to keep 
children safe and healthy 
as their parent get back to 
work.”
The testimony was de-

livered to Oroho and the 
Senate’s Fiscal Recovery 
Strategists, which is tak-
ing testimony from ex-
perts in various industries 

to ensure that New Jersey 
is ready to reopen safely 
after months of lockdown.
The meeting follows a 

call from Senate Repub-
licans last week for Gov-
ernor Murphy to provide 
clarity on expanding ac-
cess to child care.
Under Executive Order 

110, which the governor 
signed on March 25th, 

child care centers may 
only operate on an emer-
gency basis to serve the 
children of “essential 
workers,” including 
health care workers, first 
responders, and social 
workers.
“It is extremely con-

cerning that the only 
response that parents, 
legislators, and child 
care providers have re-
ceived from the gover-
nor is that guidance is 
‘coming soon’ or some 
other vaguery,” added 
Oroho. “We need specif-
ics and dates for parents 
to make plans to return 
to work. Overall, it’s 
clear that the arbitrary 
nature of his announce-
ments isn’t helping any-
one, and it’s certainly 
not guiding the efficient 
reopening of New Jersey.”

Oroho: Child Care Centers & Camp Operators Tell Senators 
They Have Detailed Plans to Operate Safely

The Boards of Chosen 
Freeholders in Hunterdon, 
Warren, and Sussex Coun-
ties have called on Gover-
nor Phil Murphy to allow 
for a regional re-opening 
of businesses in New Jer-
sey’s northwest corner and 
announced the creation of 
a ‘Gateway to Resources 
for Business Re-opening’ 
website that provides the 
latest information on the 
best practices for commer-
cial re-openings.
In a joint communication 

to the Governor, Free-
holder Board Directors 
Shaun C. Van Doren of 
Hunterdon County, Rich-
ard D. Gardner of Warren 
County, and Sylvia Petillo 
of Sussex County, stated, 
“All of our Freeholder 
colleagues agree that the 
state should authorize a 
segmented approach that 
allows for the public health 
conditions within our re-
gion to permit a speedy 
re-opening of businesses 
in Hunterdon, Sussex, and 
Warren Counties.”
The Freeholder Directors 

are letting state officials 
know that “People want to 

go back to work and earn 
their paychecks, and our 
businesses in the north-
west corner of New Jersey 
are ready to operate. This 
website, www.Hunterdon-
WarrenSussex.com
will provide information 

that can help local busi-
nesses protect the health of 
customers and employees, 
as they plan to re-open.”
The Freeholder Directors 

added, “As counties that 
have not received any di-
rect Federal or State funds 
during this pandemic it 
is essential that our busi-
nesses be permitted to 
reopen using the existing 
measures already autho-
rized and implemented for 
essential retail and limited 
non-essential retail busi-
nesses. The Gateway to 
Resources website can 
lead the way.”
Earlier in the month, the 

three Freeholder Boards 
joined together to encour-
age the development of 
information for business 
re-openings.
The Gateway to Re-

sources website includes, 
in an easy to use format, 
a compendium of the best 
practices for re-opening 

various commercial enter-
prises, a listing of finan-
cial resources available to 
businesses, and state and 
federal directives and re-
sources.
Advice on protecting 

the health of customers 
and employees provided 
by the CDC and OSHA, 
as well as industry spe-
cific recommendations 
and guidelines for safe 
re-openings, are included 
in the guidance resources.
“To save the economy, 

business entities must re-
open, however it must be 
done safely. We encour-
age businesses to look to 
this website as a one stop 
information hub. It will be 
continually updated.
We also encourage busi-

nesses and residents to 
consider signing onto 
the ‘Unlock NJ Petition’, 
www.gopetition.com/pe-
titions/unlock-new-jersey.
html, sponsored by our 
Morris County colleagues. 
We need to send the mes-
sage to the Governor that 
northwest New Jersey has 
had enough, it’s time to get 
back to work,” the Free-
holder Directors said in a 
joint statement.

Northwest Jersey Freeholder Boards Say Regional 
Re-opening Should Be Allowed, Provide A Gateway 

To Re-opening Resources

(June 2, 2020) Following 
troubling accusations of 
dysfunction and poten-
tial misconduct within the 
Department of Health, 
Senators Kean, Corrado, 
Oroho, Pennacchio, and 
O’Scanlon urged Senate 
President Sweeney to is-
sue preservation letters to 
the Department and appro-
priate parties who may be 
in possession of evidence 
in matters that may be re-
viewed by the bipartisan 
Senate Review and Re-
covery Committee.
The full text of the letter 
reads:Dear Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney,
As you are aware, the 
Senate Republican caucus 
has called on the Senate to 
form a select committee to 
conduct a comprehensive 
review of the State’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 
crisis. Specifically, sever-
al areas of concern have 
emerged and highlighted 
the need for legislative 
oversight, including the 
unconscionable number of 
deaths that have occurred 
at New Jersey’s long-term 
care facilities. We thank 
you again for sharing our 
concerns and announcing 
jointly with our caucus on 
May 22, 2020 your com-
mitment to the formation 
of the bipartisan Senate 
Review and Recovery 
Committee.

We write you today in 
light of troubling accu-
sations of dysfunction 
and potential misconduct 
within the Department of 
Health, as identified by 
whistleblowers within the 
department. Among other 
assertions, published re-
ports have pointed to the 
possible misuse of federal 
funds and suggested that 
Assistant Commissioner 
Christopher Neuwirth was 
terminated in an attempt to 
hide misconduct within the 
Administration. Addition-
al accusations were raised 
in correspondence from 
the whistleblowers to you 
and Leader Kean, leading 
to serious new questions 
about the Administration’s 
handling of the crisis, par-
ticularly as it pertains to 
long-term care facilities.
We continue to believe 
the Review and Recov-
ery Committee should be 
formally constituted as 
quickly as possible and 
authorized to subpoena 
documents and witness-
es to provide the people 
of New Jersey with the 
answers they deserve. In 
the meantime, however, 
we believe it is impera-
tive that immediate steps 
be taken to ensure that the 
Committee is in a position 
to fulfill its important re-
view at such time that it 
begins its work.

To this end, we ask that, 
in your capacity as Senate 
President, you issue pres-
ervation letters on behalf 
of the Senate to all appro-
priate parties that may be 
in possession of evidence 
relevant to the Commit-
tee’s future work. These 
should include a general 
preservation letter cov-
ering the Department of 
Health at large, in addition 
to individual preservation 
letters directed to any and 
all persons implicated 
in the reports referenced 
above, including, but not 
limited to, Mr. Neuwirth. 
The preservation of re-
cords should apply to all 
written documents and 
electronic communica-
tions, including emails, 
text messages, and other 
correspondence, as well 
as voicemails and audio 
recordings.
We believe the Senate 
has a responsibility to 
ensure that any mistakes 
made in response to the 
COVID-19 crises are 
identified and fully under-
stood so that they may be 
avoided in the future, and 
we are confident that you 
share this view. In the spir-
it of this common goal, we 
look forward to continuing 
to work with you and our 
Senate colleagues in a bi-
partisan fashion on behalf 
of all New Jerseyans.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kean, Leader; 

Kristin Corrado, Confer-
ence Leader; Steven Oro-

ho, Budget Officer; Joe 
Pennacchio, Whip; Declan 
O’Scanlon, Senator – Dis-
trict 13

The refriger-
ator: number 

one job hazard 
of the home 

office. ~Cathy 
Guisewite
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We Want To Know, How 
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home videos with us to be
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HYDRAULICS

Authorized Weatherhead 
Hydraulic Hose & Fitting Distributor

PROVEN RELIABILITY
845-321-9628

aancofast@hotmail.com

A A N C O
“We Come To You”

- Hydraulic Hoses -
- Piston Repairs -
- Hydraulic Oils -

- Made To Order Hoses On Site - 

41 Vail Rd., Columbia, NJ

Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Virtual has become 
the new reality at Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency in 
Newton as the non-prof-
it agency has pivoted to 
serving clients via vid-
eo chat platforms and 
over the telephone due 
to the ongoing public 
health crisis.  In addi-
tion to distributing re-
cord amounts of food 
to local families, the 
agency is now hosting 
support groups, career 
workshops, parenting 
forums, and other help-

ful gatherings online.  
All services are provid-
ed under the auspices 
of the Sussex County 
Family Success Center, 
which is funded by the 
New Jersey Department 
of Children & Families.  
All forums are free and 
open to the public.  In-
terested participants are 
encouraged to call the 
agency to obtain log in 
information.
Noted author, life coach 

and motivational speak-
er Diane Lang hosts Mo-

tivation Monday, cover-
ing topics ranging from 
stress management to 
combatting loneliness.  
Tuesdays are devoted 

Local NJ Agency Offers Host of Programs Online for Career Help, Support 
Groups, Children’s Activities

to playful sessions for 
parents and children and 
hosted by staff members 
from the agency’s Little 
Sprouts Early Learning 
Center.  Career Center 
Staff hosts Workforce 
Wednesday sessions 
where participants can 
receive help with resume 
development, interview 
skills, cover letters and 
other topics related to 
job searching.
Morning Thursday ses-

sions feature profession-
als from DASI focused 
on healthy relationships 
and media literacy. 
Thursday afternoons are 
focused on parenting di-

lemmas addressed with 
the help of Licensed 
Clinical Social Work-
er and parenting expert 
Kris Imbrie.  Separate 
evening support groups 
are available to women 
and men on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, respec-
tively.
“The current public 

health crisis has caused 
extreme stress for many 
individuals in our area, 
thrusting some fami-
lies to quickly adapt 
to changing economic 
circumstances and the 
presence of children 
in the home due to the 
closure of schools and 
childcare facilities,” 
commented PSS ED, 
DBT. “Our staff has 
worked hard to devel-
op a variety of online 
resources which will 
enable those who are 
struggling with job loss, 
parenting challenges 
and emotional upheaval 
to address their needs in 
a comprehensive and re-
spectful format.”
In addition to the online 

forums offered through 

the Sussex County 
Family Success Center, 
Project Self-Sufficiency 
continues to offer legal 
consultations with local 
attorneys via telephone, 
and free food through 
The Food Project, Nour-
ishing Our Neighbors 
at its Newton location. 
No appointment is nec-
essary to receive food. 
Donations are gratefully 
received Monday - Fri-
day, 9am - 3pm; those in 
need can stop by during 
business hours.
Project Self-Sufficien-

cy is accepting food and 
monetary donations, 
Monday – Friday, 9:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Those 
who need assistance or 
who want to drop off 
a donation are encour-
aged to call the agency 
at 973-940-3500 prior 
to visiting the campus at 
127 Mill Street in New-
ton.  To make a dona-
tion, or to find out more 
about the programs and 
services offered by Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency, vis-
it www.projectselfsuffi-
ciency.org. 

DON’T MISS OUR GRADUATION DON’T MISS OUR GRADUATION 
EDITION...NEXT WEEK JUNE 11thEDITION...NEXT WEEK JUNE 11th
It Is Our First Week Back in Physical It Is Our First Week Back in Physical 

Newsprint, We Are Happy To Be Back & Newsprint, We Are Happy To Be Back & 
Will Be Offering Special SummerWill Be Offering Special Summer

 Discounts! Stay Tuned! Discounts! Stay Tuned!
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Floor & Wall Covering, Inc.
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• Custom Window Shades & Blinds 
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Over 45
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nce

Over 45
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nce

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Experienced 
Caregivers Needed. 
Weekends & Nights

Some Lifting 
Required

Call 610-588-6000

Auto Detailer
Wanted

40+ Hours a week
Call Tony Danas at 

484-714-6437
or email

Dottadetailing@
gmail.com

TA Travel Center - Many 
Positions Avail. MIT 

Positions, 
 Cashiers, Servers & 

Porters. Inquire Within to 
mytajobs.com -  
Columbia, NJ

Tree Company Seeks, FT, 
PT Worker. Must Have 

Valid DL.  
jensentreeexperts 

@gmail.com or call 908-
459-4005 
Warren & 

Morris Co., NJ

Looking for a Good Reli-
able Person that knows 
how to do construction 
work or willing to learn. 
Good Pay. Please Call  

484-894-1859 or  
610-599-8822

 

House for Rent
3 BR in Columbia, NJ. 
Pet Friendly! $1,750/
mo + 1 mo sec. Call 

908-496-8884
FULL TIME  

EXPERIENCED  
POWERSPORTS 

MECHANIC - Horn’s 
Outdoor, Inc. is  

seeking a mechanic expe-
rienced in repairs of ATV’s, 
Snowmobiles, Lawn Equip-

ment and CanAm Road-
sters.  PA Safety Inspection 
License preferred but not 
necessary.  Pay to com-

mensurate with experience.  
Please email your name, 

phone number and resume 
to set up an interview to 
info@hornsoutdoor.com 
or stop by 1169 Mt Bethel 
Hwy, Mt Bethel, PA for an 

application

Rooms for Rent! 
 Hunter’s Lodge  

Motel. Nice rooms, 
rented nightly, 

weekly, or monthly. 
Includes air condi-

dish network TV, 
trash, water, micro-

wave, and small 
refrigerator. $70 - 

Night; $350 - Week; 
$850 - Month.  

Call 610-888-6613

10x20 Garage for 
 Rent w/ overhead  
automatic door.  

William St. Pen Argyl 

Avail for $30/mo.  
Call 484-330-0093

Climber/Ground Person 
Wanted! Must Have Valid 

DL. Call 610-588-1034

HOUSE FOR RENT:
Pen Argyl, PA, 3 bedroom 
house on quiet side street, 
1 bathroom, full kitchen w/

oven, stove, refrigerator 
& dishwasher, hardwood 

and back porch/patio, full 
basement w/washer and 
dryer hook up, on street 

parking.  $1150.00 a month 
rent includes sewer and 
garbage.  NO PETS.  For 

more info. Please call   
610-417-5446

Looking for a Carpenter 
and/or a Carpenter’s 
Assistant. Please call 

201-323-3127 & leave a 
message, will call back.

PT cleaner/ 
manager need-

ed in Mt Bethel 5 
days a week mon-

day thru friday 
from 6:00 pm to 
9:30pm. $12.00 
to start.  Call 
570.856.3700

House for Rent in 
Bangor. $900/mo. 

2 Bedroom - 1 
Bath, Garbage & 

Sewer Incl.
No Smoking/Pets!
Call 484-358-0533

Waterpark
Attendant

No experience 
 needed 15 years 

and older
Great resume- 

building experience
Apply by calling

 908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

 
 

Seniors – Part Time
Various positions in 

children’s amusement 
park. Friendly environ-
ment. Apply by calling 

908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

 

Help Wanted
Mt. Bethel Beverage 
PT Day Shift & some 

weekends. Lifting 
required, must be 18 
years of age or older.  
Great job for a retiree 

or college student.  
Apply in Person.

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer. 
Experienced only. 

Must have drivers li-
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 

at 610-588-6715

 

Chest freezer, snow 
blower, Sausage 

-
er, Rope Bed, Pine 

bunk bed, Lawn 
sweeper, Wrought 

-
ble, Large cast iron 
kettle,  generator, 

tools.  
Call 484-719-4979

House for rent
Mt Bethel, PA 2 story 

farm house , 3 bedroom, 
1 1/2 bath home

in secluded area. 
Covered front porch, en-
closed side porch with
washer/dryer hookup, 

full basement
Sewer/water/garbage 

included. No smoking, 
no pets please

$1625 per month plus 
security deposit

Call 610-588-8668
BHTS

 

Commercial Store 
Front For Rent

15 Main St., Blair-
stown, NJ $950/
mo Incl. Utilities 

call  610-888-6613

3 Bedroom,  
1 1/2 Bathroom 
Apartment on 

Farm. $1,500/mo 
plus $1,500 sec 

dep. Heat, Sewer, 
Electric, and Lawn 
Maintenence Incl. 

No Pets!
610-217-6077

 

For Rent
2 Buildings

Mt. Bethel, PA
570-807-7700

 

 

Want It Sold? 
Rented?

Get Results!
Country 

Classic Real 
Estate

Michelle 
Kinney

484-541-8944

Firewood 
Cut-Split-Delivered 

$210 a Cord 
570-202-6902

Seasoned Mixed
 Hardwood. 1 cord or 
3 cord Special! Call 

Craig at 570-460-4879

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902 1/4

BRAND NEW
 NEVER USED 
STOVES FOR 

SALE
PARLOUR 

 Direct Vent Natural 
Gas or Propane 

Stove - 31,000 BTU 
or Propane 28,000 

BTU. Originally 
$3,800.  

Asking $1,500 

VALOR  
President  

Natural Gas or Pro-
pane Stove. 8,750 

BTU to 17,000 BTU. 
Originally $1,199.  

Asking $600
Call  

484-988-0969
we are not a 

store!

NOT JUST REC     RDS
1 Broadway, Bangor 
484-408-9836

- BUY - SELL - CONSIGN -

Records • Coins • Antiques
Tools • Toys • CDs • DVDs

Free Wood for 
Outdoor Furnace.  

Delivered. 
610-588-1034

 Lumber or  
Firewood. 16-20ft 

long. 610-588-7513

Oak Trees for

1 Acre 
Commercial 

Building with 3  
Rentals Located 
 in Washington 
Township on

 Rt. 191!
 TONS of 

Possibilities! 
Call 484-274-1703

Cash for Old 
Costume Jewelry, 
Rings, Pins, Clip  
Earrings, Beads, 
Sterling Silver,  

Any kind of vintage 
jewelry. Call Dot

 “The Jewelry Lady”   
610-588-1267

Service

10x20 Garage for 
Rent w/ overheat 
automatic door.
507 William St., 

Pen Argyl. 
$100/mo...Off St. 

Parking also 
avail for $30/mo

Call 484-330-0093

We Are So Proud of 
The Class of 2020!
Congratulations on 
your accomplish-

ments during these 
trying times! 

Outdoor Summer 
Jobs

Various positions 
in Amusement & 

Waterpark
Apply by calling

908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

WANT TO 
ADVERTISE 

YOURE OPEN?
CALL

 484-988-0969
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