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106 Kline St.

106 Kline St.

Tuesday & Wednesday: 4pm-8pm
Thursday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday & Monday: 10am-2pm

Stop In Today for
Up-coming Events!

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

Dotter’s Septic Services, LLC.
Formerly Albert Lawson Septic Services

610-759-6523
Northampton, PA

- Pump Septic Tanks & Cesspools -
- Grease Traps -

- Septic Repairs & Installations -
- Repair Septic Pumps -
- Electric Eel Services -

- Snow Removal -

Dotterssepticservices@yahoo.com

Free Estimates
11 Years of Experience

Comunale Lawn 
& Landscaping Inc.

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

Seasonal Clean Ups
Light Excavation 

Natural Stone Retaining Walls
Paver Walkways and Patios

610-588-1145

PHOTOS TAKEN BY
THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS

CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT:
WWW.THEPRESSPHOTOS.

FOTOTIME.COM
Team Sports Equipment & Uniforms

NEW LOCATION: 24A Broadway,
Bangor, PA 18013 - Side Enterance

P: 610-588-2958     F: 610-588-8461
email: dukessports@fast.net

“Goal Posts to Socks, &
EVERYTHING in Between!”

Work & Occupational Wear
Screen Printing & Embroidery Services

Digital Color Printing
(Banners, Decals, WALL BANGERZ, Wall Posters...Incl. Fat Head Type)

Coaches & Parents Save Time & $$$
Volume Discounts on Accessories & Equipment

Authorized                 Dealer

Pennsylvania
St. John’s Cemetery 

is accepting memori-
al donations for the 
maintenance of the 
cemetery. Donations 

can be mailed to St. 
John’s Cemetery, C/O 
Carol Hummel, 136 
Messenger Street, Ban-
gor, PA 18013.
Reformed Cemetery 

of Stone Church is 
Accepting Memori-

al Donation for the 
maintenance of the 
Cemetery. Donations 
can be mailed to Re-
formed Cemetery, C/O 
Ronald A. Sartini, 
10200 Richmond Road, 
Bangor, PA. 18013.

New Jersey
Volunteers Needed 
for Community Gar-
den: Monday - Thurs-
day mornings, from 
9am-12pm. Project 

Self-Sufficiency is 
seeking volunteers to 
assist with planting, 
maintenance and har-
vesting of fruits and 
vegetables from the 
community gardens at 
the agency’s Newton 
campus. Volunteers 
must be at least 17 
years of age. No expe-
rience is required.
The Hardwick Se-

niors in Hardwick, 
NJ, have been busy 
this year crocheting 

and knitting scarves 
and hats for United 
States Vets who are in 
local Nursing Homes. 
The gifts will be dis-
tributed to the Vets by 
the American Legion 
Givens Belet 258 of 
Blairstown. Any Hard-
wick residents over the 
age of 55 are most wel-
come to attend and join 
if they wish. Call their 
President, Laura Ran-
dazzo at 908 362 8920 
for more information.

(May 19, 2020) The 
Northampton County 
sponsored Covid-19 
drive-thru testing site 
at Easton Hospital 
will remain open un-
til June 5th. Hours of 
operation are Monday 
through Friday, from 
10:00AM – 4:00PM. 

The site will be closed 
on Memorial Day, May 
25th. The Coronavirus 
testing site is located 
in the main parking lot 
at Easton Hospital, 250 
S 21st Street, Easton, 
PA 18042 and the tests 
are free. The risk of 
viral transmission at a 

Covid-19 Testing Site To Remain Open Until June 5th For 
Northampton County, PA

drive-thru site is much 
lower than at a walk-in 
clinic.
“Since it opened on 

May 6th, 586 Northamp-
ton County residents 
have received a test for 
Covid-19,” says Lamont 
McClure. “Determining 
how prevalent the virus 
is in our community is 
the key to reopening our 
economy.”
Only residents from 

Northampton County 
will be accepted for test-
ing and they must show 

at least one of the fol-
lowing CDC recognized 
symptoms of Covid-19 
to be eligible: fever, 
dry cough, shortness of 
breath, chills, muscle 
pain, headache, sore 
throat or loss of taste 
and/or smell. A prescrip-
tion from a doctor is not 
required. Although in-
surance is not required 
to be tested participants 
should bring a photo ID 
and their insurance card, 
if they have one, with 
them. 

(May 19, 2020) Sena-
tor Steven Oroho, Senator 
Joe Pennacchio, Senator 
Declan O’Scanlon, and 
Senator Kristin Corra-
do said the evidence is 
mounting that thousands 
of deaths in New Jersey’s 
long-term care facilities 
were preventable and 
called on Senate President 
Steve Sweeney to initiate 
legislative hearings to pre-
vent a repeat of the trage-
dy should New Jersey be 
hit by a second wave of 
COVID-19.
“The state and nation 

were shocked when news 
reports broke of dozens of 
deaths at Andover Sub-
acute, a long-term care fa-
cility in Sussex County,” 

said Oroho (R-24). “It’s 
increasingly apparent that 
the tragedy that occurred 
in Andover and at nurs-
ing and veterans homes 
across New Jersey didn’t 
need to happen. Staff at 
many facilities warned 
that they were ill prepared 
for an outbreak, lacking 
the personal protective 
equipment, tests, and abil-
ity to segregate sick resi-
dents necessary to keep 
their vulnerable popula-
tions safe. By not taking 
the proper precautions, 
the administration failed 
these at-risk residents. We 
want to work coopera-
tively with our colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle 
to understand what went 

wrong with the adminis-
tration’s response to help 
ensure it doesn’t happen 
again.”
A review of the State’s 

handling of long-term 
care facilities by The Re-
cord shows an administra-
tion that was “unprepared 
and overwhelmed.” As 
a result of repeated fail-
ures to heed warnings and 
take reasonable precau-
tions, 5,408 of New Jer-
sey’s 10,435 deaths due 
to the coronavirus have 
occurred in the Garden 
State’s long-term care 
facilities, according to 
New Jersey’s COVID-19 
Dashboard.
Pennacchio highlighted 

one critical failure that 
he said needs to be bet-
ter understood, a March 
31st directive to long-
term care facilities from 
New Jersey Department 
of Health Commissioner 
Judith Persichilli. In the 
letter, the commissioner 
ordered that “no patient/
resident shall be denied 
re-admission or admis-
sion to the post-acute care 
setting based solely on a 
confirmed diagnosis of 
COVID-19.” Further, the 
commissioner ordered 
that “post-acute care facil-
ities are prohibited from 
requiring a hospitalized 
patient/resident who is 

determined to be medical-
ly stable to be tested for 
COVID-19 prior to ad-
mission or readmission.”
“Not only were New 

Jersey’s long-term care 
facilities prevented 
from testing patients for 
COVID-19 prior to ad-
mittance, they actually 
were ordered by the Mur-
phy Administration to 
accept patients who were 
known to have tested pos-
itive,” Pennacchio (R-26) 
stated. “It’s shocking that 
the commissioner didn’t 
realize her order was toss-
ing a match into dry grass. 
The wildfire of infection 
that burned through our 
long-term care facilities 
after her order was nothing 
less than devastating. The 
souls of more than 5,400 
victims of COVID-19 in 
our nursing and veteran 
homes are crying out and 
their families deserve to 
know what went wrong, 
and they deserve to know 
that the New Jersey Leg-
islature is taking steps to 
prevent it from happening 
again.”
The commissioner’s ini-

tial orders to long-term 
care facilities are in oppo-
sition to the current recom-
mendations of Dr. Marty 
Makary, a surgeon and 
professor of health poli-
cy at the Johns Hopkins 

School of Public Health. In 
a recent New York Times 
editorial, he wrote: “Nurs-
ing homes should be not 
be allowed to house any 
Covid-19 patient unless the 
facility has isolation rooms 
and sufficient protective 
equipment, and tests all 
employees and residents 
for the coronavirus at least 
twice a week. Moreover, 
hospitals should be pro-
hibited from transferring 
Covid-19 patients to nurs-
ing homes, a common 
transmission vector that 
has caused outbreaks in 
recent weeks.”
“When more than half of 

New Jersey’s COVID-19 
deaths have occurred in 
our long-term care facil-
ities, it’s clear that mis-
takes were made,” added 
O’Scanlon (R-13). “While 
we can’t change the past, 
we can ensure that the ad-
ministration’s policies for 
preventing and respond-
ing to COVID-19 in our 
long-term care facilities 
accurately represent the 
current recommendations 
of public health experts 
going forward. We need 
to make sure that nurs-
ing homes have all of the 
testing they require along 
with any needed support 
from the State to segregate 
sick residents to prevent 
new outbreaks. Additional 

oversight by the Legisla-
ture is in everyone’s best 
interest, including the gov-
ernor’s.”
The Senate Republican 

caucus wrote to the Senate 
President last week calling 
for the formation of a Sen-
ate Select Committee to 
investigate the Murphy’s 
Administration’s response 
to COVID-19, including 
the orders that all but guar-
anteed the loss of life in 
long-term care facilities.
“While we believe the 

wider State response to 
this public health emer-
gency warrants a detailed 
review by the Legislature 
at some point in the future, 
it’s clear that the Senate 
cannot delay a thorough 
investigation of the admin-
istration’s massive failure 
to protect our long-term 
care facilities,” Corrado 
(R-40) concluded. “With 
infection rates and hospi-
talizations declining, we 
certainly hope that New 
Jersey is past the worst of 
COVID-19. Still, we must 
ensure that New Jersey’s 
long-term care facilities 
are prepared for the pos-
sibility of a second wave. 
We’re not looking to en-
gage in a partisan witch 
hunt, we’re asking the 
Senate President to join us 
in a productive effort that 
will help save lives.”

Republican Senators to Sweeney: Senate Must Act to Prevent Greater Loss of Life at NJ’s 
Long-Term Care Facilities
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325 Blue Valley Drive, Bangor, PA 18013

BANGOR PODIATRY LLC

Most
Insurances
Accepted

Office Hours
by

Appointment

Podiatric Medicine & Surgery
“Put Your Feet In Good Hands”

CHERALYN PERKINS, D.P.M.• DAVID SCALZO, D.P.M.• KATHLEEN HOPE, D.P.M.

• Ankle Pain

• Heel Pain
• Hammertoes
• Fractures & Neuromas
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Bunions

• Poor Circulation

• Ulcers
• Toenail Fungus
• Tendonitis
• Sprains

• Painful Corns 
& Calluses

• Orthotic Arch Supports
& Diabetic Shoes • Warts

WE MAKE HOUSECALLS!

Brodheadsville
Office 
Now
Open

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

Mt. Bethel, PA

Maintaining Your Comfort Through The Season
 Air Conditioning • Plumbing •  Heating • Well Pumps • Water Treatment 

www.malachowskiandson.com

PA 048963
35yrs of  Experience

(May 19, 2020) House 
Republican Leader Bry-
an Cutler (R-Lancast-
er) issued the following 
statement in response to 
Gov. Tom Wolf’s vetoes 
of House Bills 2412 and 
2388 and Senate Bill 327:
“Gov. Wolf has made it 

clear; he does not support 
any alternative plans to 
reopen our state. While 

millions of Pennsylva-
nians watch their live-
lihoods evaporate, the 
governor continues to ar-
bitrarily choose who can 
thrive and who will fail.
“Wolf has determined 

and proved that he alone 
shall have the ultimate 
power over our state’s 
future.
“These bills were 

passed with bipartisan 
support in the House and 
Senate and with over-
whelming positive re-
sponse from Pennsylva-
nians in all corners of the 
Commonwealth.
“As the elected body 

closest to the people, it 
is our duty to represent 
their positions, and in 
this case, grievances with 

the current situation.
“We exist as equal 

branches of government, 
and our system is de-
signed to promote checks 
and balances. However, 
our framers never in-
tended one person to so 
openly oppose the will 
of the people as our cur-
rent governor continues 
to do.”

PA Governor Continues to Shut Out Voice of the People

(May 18, 2020) Senator 
Steven Oroho said Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy has 
detailed plans on his desk 
from virtually every in-
dustry in New Jersey that 
would allow the state to 
reopen safely and bring 
more regular activities 
back into everyday life 
starting now.
“In every discussion 

I’ve had with small busi-
ness owners and industry 
trade groups, the consis-
tent message I’ve heard 
is that New Jersey could 
get back to work today if 
the Governor would lift 
unnecessary restrictions,” 
said Oroho (R-24). “Em-
ployers across the Garden 
State have spent weeks in 
lockdown putting togeth-
er strategic plans to re-
open safely. They’ve put 

those plans on the gov-
ernor’s desk. I’ve been 
part of those planning 
efforts with the NJBIA, 
and am convinced many 
aspects of our lockdown 
can be lifted. I think the 
governor’s four-stage 
plan announced today 
is an effort to slow walk 
our reopening that is un-
necessary and will inhibit 
what could be a quicker 
recovery.”
Oroho worked with the 

New Jersey Business Co-
alition, which includes 
more than 80 business 
and nonprofit groups rep-
resenting tens of thou-
sands of organizations, 
to develop multi-pronged 
recommendations to re-
open New Jersey safely. 
Those plans have been 
submitted to the gover-

Sen. Steven Oroho said Gov. Phil Murphy 
has detailed plans on his desk from virtual-
ly every industry in New Jersey that would 
allow the state to reopen safely and bring 
more regular activities back into everyday 
life starting now. (Pixabay)

nor.
Today, Oroho participat-

ed in a meeting of Senate 
Fiscal Recovery Strate-
gists which focused on 

reopening the healthcare 
industry.
“Our Senate Fiscal Re-

covery committee heard 
today from experts across 

the healthcare industry 
who say they are ready 
to get back to treating 
the many needs of their 
patients,” said Oroho. 
“They’ve produced de-
tailed plans to offer a 
full spectrum of health 
and dental services in 
a manner that protects 
both patients and staff. 
While some health and 
dental procedures will be 
allowed to resume after 
the Memorial Day week-
end, the medical profes-
sionals we spoke to said 
continued restrictions 
are not necessary. In 
fact, patients are still 
being hurt as import-
ant care continues to 
be pushed back. Simi-
larly, medical facilities 
that the governor sought 
to protect from being 

overwhelmed are now 
at risk financially due 
to underutilization. For 
patients and the doctors 
and dentists they depend 
upon, we need lift to all 
unnecessary restrictions 
on the delivery of care.”
Oroho said the con-

cerns being raised by 
those in healthcare have 
been echoed by other in-
dustries.
“What leaders in the 

healthcare, retail, man-
ufacturing, and service 
industries keep saying 
is that the governor is 
being overly cautious 
in a way that is hurting 
our families, their jobs, 
and the state economy,” 
added Oroho. “Their 
message is clear. We can 
reopen the state now and 
safely.”

Oroho: Governor Has Plans on His Desk to Reopen NJ Safely, No Need to “Slow Walk” Action

(May 18, 2020) Note* 
Because of the Coro-
navirus pandemic, this 
meeting of the Knowl-
ton Township Com-
mittee was held via the 
“Zoom” online confer-
ence service.
Graduation Plans for 

Class of 2020: Depu-
ty Mayor Debra Shipps 
asked for the Commit-
tee’s support to help 
recognize the Knowl-
ton high school seniors 
graduating this year. 
She said there has been 
much online discussion 
regarding how much lo-
cal seniors are missing 
this spring because of 
Covid-19, including an 
in-person graduation, 
which the Governor 
has prohibited. Deputy 
Mayor Shipps said she 
is working with two par-
ents and in addition to 
a Solo-cup message on 
the Tunnel Field fence, 
would like to put up 
posters of Knowlton se-
niors at Tunnel Field and 
schedule times when in-
dividual families can ac-
cess the blow-up movie 
screen at Tunnel Field. 
During their appoint-
ed time slot, families 
can invite a few cars to 
drive up and without 
leaving their vehicles, 
watch a video presen-
tation of their student 
shown on the big screen. 
Ms. Shipps said that 
she would use only left-
over funds donated by 
businesses last year for 
Knowlton Communi-
ty Day. The Committee 
agreed to this plan and 
thanked Ms. Shipps for 
taking the initiative to 
lift up Knowlton fami-
lies during this difficult 
time.
Campgrounds Re-

opening: Mayor Starrs 

Letter to The Editor: Summary of May 11th Knowlton Township Committee Meeting
briefed the Committee 
on meetings she, the 
Knowlton Emergen-
cy management team, 
Deputy Mayor Shipps, 
and the Health Depart-
ment have been hav-
ing with the three local 
campgrounds since the 
Governor permitted 
their opening to yearly 
seasonal tenants. This 
means that RVs are per-
mitted into the camp-
grounds. Mayor Starrs 
explained that the ex-
ecutive order gives the 
municipality the ability 
to additionally restrict 
new tenants. She said 
she appreciated the way 
the campgrounds were 
handling the issue-- co-
ordinating their poli-
cies, working with the 
Warren County Health 
Department to ensure 
protocols are in place, 
and ensuring campers 
sign contracts outlining 
social distancing re-
quirements-- and did not 
think there was a need 
to impose additional re-
strictions.
Resolution Authoriz-

ing a Tax Anticipation 
Note: The Committee 
authorized the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer to pursue 
purchase of a tax antici-
pation note if the second 
quarter tax collection 
does not raise sufficient 
funds to pay the school 
and county taxes. May-
or Starrs said that only 
28% of Knowlton’s tax-

Donate
Now More Than Ever We Need Blood 
Donations, as we cannot hold Blood 

Drives - Please make an appointment at 
your local Miller Keystone Blood Bank!

https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/centers

es are paid by banks, 
which means the town 
could see a large dif-
ference in collections if 
residents have lost their 
jobs. Committeeman 
McNinch said that be-
cause the grace period 
had not ended, it wasn’t 
yet known if the note 
would be needed. He 
thought the third quar-
ter tax collection may 
be worse than the sec-
ond. The Committee ap-
proved the conditional 
resolution, which will 
be applied only if the 
reserve for uncollected 
taxes is not sufficient to 
cover any second quar-
ter losses.
Tunnel Field Ac-

cess: Mayor Starrs ex-
plained that because 
of Covid-19, the play-
ground, pavilion, and 
bathrooms at Tunnel 
Field have been closed 
while the walking path 
and fields have re-
mained open. She said 
the gate has been locked 

to deter groups from 
using the back area, 
but that residents have 
complained that they 
cannot get around the 
gate easily with stroll-
ers. The town then used 
just a rope to close the 
gate, which would al-
low parents with stroll-
ers to get through, but 
Mayor Starrs said the 
rope was stolen sev-
eral times and she 
received complaints 
about groups of teen-
agers from Pennsylva-
nia using the back for 
a get-together and she 
had to personally ask 
a biker gang to leave. 
Deputy Mayor Shipps 
said that this week 
people dropped piles 
of trash in the back 
including two televi-
sions, complete with 
nasty messages for the 
township. Ms. Shipps 
said this is especially 
problematic because 
members of the Rec-
reation Department, 

who would normally 
monitor the area, have 
been furloughed. Com-
mitteeman McNinch 
asked about the Town-
ship’s insurance poli-
cy and said he thought 
the entire area should 
be off-limits to the 
public during the cur-
rent pandemic. Mayor 
Starrs said she did not 
think closing the park 
completely would be 
fair to the majority of 
residents, who are us-
ing the area responsi-
bly. Committeeman Van 
Horn suggested install-
ing a chain rope across 
the tunnel, which would 
prohibit cars but allow 
parents with strollers to 
go under it. The Com-
mittee unanimously 
agreed to continue the 
current policy and in-
vestigate whether the 
metal chain would be a 
better solution than the 
locked gate.
Lighting Ordinance: 

Zoning Officer Eric Sny-

der joined the meeting 
to ask the Committee 
to consider tightening 
the language of Knowl-
ton’s lighting ordinance, 
which he said, applies to 
commercial properties 
but has very little that 
allows him to determine 
reasonable lighting 
standards for residential 
properties. He cited a 
case involving lighting 
between two Knowlton 
neighbors that has been 
going on for over a year 
and half. The Commit-
tee agreed to send Mr. 
Snyder’s draft language 
to the Planning Board 
for their consideration.
--Adele Starrs
*Please note these 

summaries are intended 
only to inform residents 
of issues that might be 
of interest to them. The 
summaries are not the 
official minutes and 
have not been approved 
by the Township Com-
mittee. They reflect the 
views of the author only.
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1 Offer valid for $300 off on all New John Deere Z740 ZTrak Mowers and $200 off Z535M ZTrak Mowers purchased from a participating John Deere dealer between 1 May 2020 and 6 July 2020. 
Some restrictions apply, prices and models may vary by dealer. This can be combined with the regular installment options. Prices and savings are in U.S. dollars.
*The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer 
to the engine manufacturer’s website for additional information.
** Term limited to years or hours used, whichever comes first, and varies by model. See the LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at JOHNDEERE.COM.
John Deere, the leaping deer symbol, and green and yellow trade dress are trademarks of Deere & Company.

Z535M ZTRAK™ MOWER
$200 OFF1

•   25-hp* (18.6-kW), 724-cc engine 

•  48- or 54-in. Accel Deep™
or 62-in. Edge™ deck

•  8.5-mph (13.7-km/h) ground speed

•  4-year/300-hour bumper-to-
bumper warranty**

RUN WITH A Z740R
ZTRAK™ MOWER
$300 OFF1

•  23.5-hp* (17.5-kW) 726 cc
Commercial-grade engine

•  48-in. (122-cm), 54-in. (137.1-cm)
or 60-in. (152.4-cm) High-capacity 
PRO mower deck

•  24-in mechanical suspension seat

•  4-year/1000-hour bumper-to-
bumper warranty**

Hilltop Sales & Service
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(May 12, 2020) The 
Hunterdon, Warren and 
Sussex County Freehold-
ers have announced they 
are working together to 
develop a regional plan to 
re-open local businesses 
that are struggling finan-
cially as a result of the 
Governor’s shut down 
orders.  All three counties 
are calling it critical to re-
start local businesses, as 
none of the three have re-
ceived any direct federal 
or state stimulus money. 

The three Boards of 
Chosen Freeholders 
have instructed their 
Administrations, Health 
Departments, and other 
resources to prepare a 
plan in conjunction with 
Governor Phil Murphy’s 
Executive Orders to get 
their local businesses 
and the economy back 
up and running.  Once 
prepared, the plan for a 
progressive reopening 
of the region will be 
submitted to Governor 

Murphy.
Hunterdon County 

Statement:
Hunterdon County 

Freeholder Board Direc-
tor Shaun C. Van Doren 
stated, “The public is 
aware that COVID-19 
is contagious and can 
be dangerous.  And they 
understand that precau-
tions must be taken when 
visiting a business.  Let’s 
empower our businesses 
to develop the tools that 
both protect their custom-

ers’ health and give their 
customers the confidence 
that local businesses are 
safe to visit.”
Warren County State-

ment:
Warren County Free-

holder Jason J. Sarnoski 
commented, “As three 
of the four counties that 
did not receive fund-
ing through the CARES 
act or any pass-through 
funding from the state, 
Hunterdon, Sussex and 
Warren counties have 

been particularly hurt by 
the shutdown due to the 
Coronavirus.  Restarting 
our economy is critical 
to getting us back on our 
feet and preventing our 
businesses from clos-
ing entirely.  Together 
we will come up with a 
quick and safe way to do 
just that.”
Sussex County State-

ment:
“The reopening of our 

local businesses in a safe 
and efficient manner is 

of primary importance 
to us.  The rural charac-
ter of our region makes 
this of primary impor-
tance especially in light 
of the fact that we have 
received no Federal or 
State funding during the 
Covid pandemic,” said 
Sussex County Freehold-
er Director Sylvia Petillo. 
“This regional approach 
will provide for a unified 
means of reviving the 
economy and protecting 
public health and safety.”

Hunterdon, Warren and Sussex Counties Join Forces To Develop Business Re-opening Plan

(May 14, 2020) The Sen-
ate approved a four-bill 
package Wednesday that 
would give county gov-
ernments more discretion 
over reopening their local 
economies and provide a 
way for the reopening of 
some businesses -- if they 
can operate in a manner 
that protects employees 
and customers, according 
to Senator Mario Scav-
ello (R-40). The package 
of bills would bring back 
over 200,000 jobs across 
the Commonwealth.
“We have enough data 

now to know that present-
ing a proper COVID-19 
response as a choice be-
tween public health and 
widespread joblessness 
is a false choice, and one 
not based on science,” 

said Scavello. “By fol-
lowing the mitigation 
guidelines established for 
citizens and workplaces 
by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and the PA 
Department of Health, 
we can allow more coun-
ties to move to the next 
phase and let more of 
our people return to their 
jobs.”
During a Wednesday 

morning joint public hear-
ing of the Senate Aging 
& Youth and Local Gov-
ernment committees on 
the safety of vulnerable 
populations and counties’ 
ability to reopen safely, 
UPMC Chief Medical 
and Scientific Officer Dr. 
Steven Shapiro and Chair 
of Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Donald Yealy testified 

that reopening is feasible 
for many areas as long 
as mitigation efforts are 
maintained and appro-
priate steps are taken to 
protect vulnerable popu-
lations. 
Senate Bill 327 gives 

county governments 
the authority to develop 
plans to develop and im-
plement individual plans 
to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 and safely 
reopen their local econ-
omies. The bill gives 
counties the authority to 
develop plans to reopen 
industries shuttered by 
the Governor’s statewide 
closure order, only if 
they comply with CDC 
and state Department of 
Health employee safety 
guidelines.

The bill also includes a 
COVID-19 emergency 
regulatory tolling provi-
sion that would require 
any regulation not finally 
approved or disapproved, 
submitted under the Reg-
ulatory Review Act, to be 
suspended in place until 
90 days after the emer-
gency order is lifted. Ad-
ditionally, the bill creates 
a COVID-19 cost and re-
covery task force.
While Senate Bill 327 

addresses the Gover-
nor’s closure order on a 
county-wide basis, two 
other bills focus on re-
opening specific markets 
and services to meet the 
demands of consumers 
– provided that the busi-
nesses can adhere to the 
social distancing practic-

es and other mitigation 
measures as outlined by 
the CDC and state De-
partment of Health em-
ployee safety guidelines.
House Bill 2388 would 

require the Department 
of Community and Eco-
nomic Development 
(DCED) to issue waivers 
to the Governor’s Busi-
ness Closure Order to 
vehicle dealers, lawn and 
garden centers, cosmetol-
ogy salons, barber shops, 
messenger and agent ser-
vices, animal grooming 
services and manufac-
turing operations. House 
Bill 2412 provides for 
waivers for legal services 
and real estate sales activ-
ities.
The fourth bill in the 

package, House Bill 327, 

would permit the sale 
of prepared beverag-
es and mixed drinks for 
off-premise consumption 
during the COVID-19 
disaster emergency by 
those possessing a valid 
restaurant or hotel liquor 
license. The measure is 
intended to provide relief 
for licensees that have 
lost more than 25 percent 
of their average monthly 
sales, including alcohol 
sales, as a result of the 
emergency.
Senate Bill 327, House 

Bill 2388 and House Bill 
2412 now return to the 
House of Representatives 
for concurrence on Sen-
ate amendments. House 
Bill 327 goes to the Gov-
ernor’s desk for enact-
ment into law.

Pennsylvania Senate Passes Bills to Protect Lives and Livelihoods During COVID-19 Response

(May 14, 2020) While 
welcoming news that Jer-
sey Shore beaches will 
be open come Memorial 
Day weekend with ap-
propriate social distanc-
ing measures in place, 
Senator Steve Oroho 
(R-24) called upon the 
governor to give his ap-
proval to opening recre-
ational campgrounds as 
well.
“What beaches mean 

to Jersey Shore commu-
nities in summertime, 
campgrounds mean to 
the Skylands region 
during the summer sea-
son,” said Oroho. “The 
NJ Campground Owners 
Association has submit-
ted a responsible plan 
to the governor’s office 
which incorporates safe-
ty protocols. Let’s give 
them the green light 
too!”

Recent news articles 
have reported New Jer-
sey residents making 
plans to visit out-of-
state campgrounds as the 
State continues to shutter 
ones in-state. Senator 
Oroho has been urging 
the governor’s Admin-
istration to open up the 
economy where busi-
nesses have formulated 
detailed plans for re-
opening while incorpo-

rating social distancing 
guidelines.
“Our regional and state 

economy will continue 
to lose critical revenue, 
especially from all the 
ancillary business, if 
seasonal campgrounds 
remain closed” cau-
tioned Oroho. “Camp-
ground owners, know-
ing that their clientele 
want to feel safe, came 
up with responsible rec-
reation plans that satis-
fy accepted health and 
safety practices. So let’s 
give the whole state a lit-
tle boost for the holiday 
weekend.”

While welcoming news that Jersey Shore 
beaches will be open come Memorial Day 
weekend with appropriate social distancing 
measures in place, Sen. Steve Oroho called 
upon the governor to give his approval to 
opening recreational campgrounds as well. 
(SenateNJ.com)

Oroho: Jersey Shore and Campgrounds Go Hand in Hand in Summer, Gov
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The Pennsylvania Game 
Commission today an-
nounced that, on Friday, 
May 15, it will reopen 
to the public its South-
west Region Office, and 
reopen shooting ranges 
on additional state game 
lands in counties to be 
upgraded to the yellow 
phase in the state’s three-
phase matrix to ease 
COVID-19 restrictions.
Those counties include: 

Allegheny, Armstrong, 
Bedford, Blair, Butler, 
Cambria, Fayette, Fulton, 
Greene, Indiana, Som-
erset, Washington and 
Westmoreland.
Within those counties, 

any rifle, shotgun, pistol 
and archery ranges on 
state game lands will be 
reopened beginning Fri-
day, May 15 and regular 
hours of operation will 

resume.
Where counties will re-

main in the matrix’s red 
phase, and where stay-
at-home orders remain 
in place and large gath-
erings are prohibited, 
shooting ranges on state 
game lands will remain 
closed.
This is the second round 

of Game Commission of-
fice and shooting-range 
reopenings to be an-
nounced. The May 8 up-
grade of 24 counties to 
the matrix’s yellow phase 
reopened the Northwest 
and Northcentral Re-
gion Offices and shoot-
ing ranges on five game 
lands.
The upgrade scheduled 

for Friday, May 15, will 
reopen ranges on nine 
additional game lands: 
State Game Lands 203 in 

Allegheny County; State 
Game Lands 108 in Cam-
bria County; State Game 
Lands 51 in Fayette Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 
179 in Greene Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 
223 in Greene County; 
State Game Lands 248 
in Indiana County; State 
Game Lands 50 in Som-
erset County; State Game 
Lands 245 in Washington 
County; and State Game 
Lands 42 in Westmore-
land County.
Shooting ranges that 

reopened May 8 include 
those on: State Game 
Lands 24 in Forest Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 72 
in Clarion County; State 
Game Lands 109 in Erie 
County; State Game 
Lands 176 in Centre 
County; and State Game 
Lands 77 in Clearfield 

County.
Future changes re-

garding the opening of 
additional game-lands 
shooting ranges will be 
announced by the Game 
Commission as they are 
authorized.
With the reopening of 

additional shooting rang-
es, as permitted by Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s updated 
COVID-19 guidance to 
take effect May 15, about 
half of the ranges operat-
ed and maintained by the 
Game Commission will 
be back up and running, 
said Game Commission 
Executive Director Bry-
an Burhans.
“That surely is welcome 

news for the hunters and 
target shooters who rely 
on those ranges for prac-
tice, and it’s encouraging 
to see a second round of 

reopenings authorized as 
a result of counties mak-
ing progress in the fight 
against COVID-19,” 
Burhans said. “If each 
of us continues to strive 
to stay safe and follows 
the state Department of 
Health’s guidelines for 
limiting the spread of 
COVID-19, it only can 
contribute to the further 
progress, fewer restric-
tions and more reopen-
ings.”
The Game Commission 

closed all shooting rang-
es on state game lands 
in late March in accor-
dance with Gov. Wolf’s 
developing guidance to 
help control the spread of 
COVID-19.
To enable hunters and 

target shooters to make up 
for lost opportunity due 
to ranges being closed, 

the Game Commission 
has extended the life of 
2019-20 shooting-range 
permits, which have a 
printed expiration date of 
June 30, 2020. The per-
mits will be considered 
valid to use on state game 
lands shooting ranges un-
til Aug. 31, 2020.
Pennsylvania 2019-20 

hunting and furtaker li-
censes, which also are set 
to expire June 30, 2020 
and allow holders to use 
shooting ranges on game 
lands, will be honored for 
range use through Aug. 
31, 2020, as well. How-
ever, hunters and trap-
pers are reminded that 
beginning July 1, 2020, 
they will need 2020-21 
licenses before engaging 
in any hunting or trapping 
activity through June 30, 
2021.

Region Office, Shooting Ranges To Reopen In New ‘Yellow-Phase’ Counties in PA

Whether in their back-
yards or high on a moun-
tain, it’s almost certain 
Pennsylvanians will en-
counter young wildlife 
this time of year.
While some young ani-

mals might appear to be 
abandoned, usually they 
are not. It’s likely their 
mothers are watching 
over them from some-
where nearby.
So when encountering 

young wildlife, be it 
deer, birds, raccoons or 
other animals, the best 
thing you can do is leave 
them alone.
“ We l l - i n t e n t i o n e d 

people might step in 
to help a young animal 
that appears to be alone, 
not realizing its mother 
is nearby and it’s not 
in need of help,” said 
Matthew Schnupp, the 
Game Commission’s 
wildlife management di-

rector. “That’s one rea-
son why leaving young 
wildlife undisturbed in 
the wild typically is the 
best solution when en-
countering young wild 
animals.”
Adult animals often 

leave their young while 
they forage for food, but 
they don’t go far and 
they do return. Wildlife 
also often relies on a 
natural defensive tactic 
called the “hider strat-
egy,” where young an-
imals will remain mo-
tionless and “hide” in 
surrounding cover while 
adults draw the attention 
of potential predators 
or other intruders away 
from their young.
Deer employ this strat-

egy, and deer fawns 
sometimes are assumed 
to be abandoned when, 
in fact, their mothers are 
nearby.

Mt. Bethel DinerMt. Bethel DinerMt. Bethel Diner
2600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA 
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Springtime Alert – Do Not Disturb Young Wildlife
The Game Commission 

urges Pennsylvanians to 
resist the urge to inter-
fere with young wild-
life or remove any wild 
animal from its natural 
setting.
Such contact can be 

harmful to both peo-
ple and wildlife. Wild 
animals can lose their 
natural fear of humans, 
making it difficult, even 
impossible, for them 
to ever again live nor-
mally in the wild. And 
anytime wildlife is han-
dled, there’s always a 
risk people could con-
tract diseases or para-
sites such as fleas, ticks 
and lice.
Wildlife that becomes 

habituated to humans 
also can pose a pub-
lic-safety risk. Some 
years ago, a yearling, 
six-point buck attacked 

and severely injured 
two people. The investi-
gation into the incident 
revealed that a neigh-
boring family had ille-
gally taken the deer into 
their home and fed it as 
a fawn, and they con-
tinued to feed the deer 
right up until the time 
of the attack.
It is illegal to take or 

possess wildlife from 
the wild. Under state 
law, the penalty for 
such a violation is a fine 
of up to $1,500 per an-
imal.
Under no circumstanc-

es will anyone who ille-
gally takes wildlife into 
captivity be allowed to 
keep that animal, and 
under a working agree-
ment with state health 
officials, any “high 
risk” rabies vector spe-
cies confiscated after 

human contact must be 
euthanized and tested; 
it cannot be returned 
to the wild because the 
risk of spreading dis-
ease is too high.
Animals infected with 

rabies might not show 
obvious symptoms, but 
still might be able to 
transmit the disease. 
Though any mammal 
might carry rabies, the 
rabies vector species 
identified in the agree-
ment are: skunks, rac-
coons, foxes, bats, coy-
otes and groundhogs.
People can get rabies 

from the saliva of a ra-
bid animal if they are 
bitten or scratched, or if 
the saliva gets into the 
person’s eyes, mouth or 
a fresh wound.
Only wildlife rehabili-

tators, who are licensed 
by the Game Commis-
sion, are permitted to 
care for injured or or-

phaned wildlife for the 
purposes of eventual re-
lease back into the wild. 
For those who find wild-
life that truly is in need 
of assistance, a listing of 
licensed wildlife reha-
bilitators can be found 
on the Pennsylvania 
Association of Wildlife 
Rehabilitators website, 
www.pawr.comOpens 
In A New Window.
If you are unable to 

identify a wildlife re-
habilitator in your area, 
contact the Game Com-
mission region office 
that serves the county 
in which the animal is 
found so that you can 
be referred to the appro-
priate licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator. Region 
office contact informa-
tion can be found under 
the title “Connect with 
Us” at the bottom of the 
www.pgc.pa.gov home-
page.

Perform, then, this one act of remem-
brance before this Day passes - Remember 
there is an army of defense and advance 
that never dies and never surrenders, but 
is increasingly recruited from the eternal 
sources of the American spirit and from 

the generations of American youth.  
~W.J. Cameron
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Hello Fellow Readers,
     On Sunday, after 
“first call” with Miss 
Ellie, I looked upon the 
robins’ nest in the Dou-
blefile Viburnum near 
the kitchen window. The 
favored white flowering 
shrub has been home 
for other robin families 
the last few years, may-
be even this family as 

they’ll return if it was a 
successful nesting spot 
the year before.
     I grew attached watch-
ing the momma and pop-
pa working as a team. It’s 
the female that makes 
the nest; the male helps 
find materials. She’ll 
wiggle her body to form 
a bowl in the woven nest 
of sticks and grass. Then 
lay three to five eggs 
that’ll hatch in about two 
weeks. 
     Each parent shares 
the role of sitting on the 
eggs. Like a tag team, I 
watched them passing 
the baton as one glides 
in, the next flies off. 
They mustered through 
two below freezing 
nights and snow flurries 
on Mother’s Day. They 
sat firm, waiting for their 
babies to be born.
     The color of their 
eggs inspired the Robins 
Egg Blue Crayola cray-
on. And Tiffany’s iconic 
blue box. A happy col-

or. But a sad Sunday it 
came to be. The robins 
were gone. Half a blue 
shell was on the ground. 
Below it, the embryo of 
what was a new life.
     Blue jays and crows 
often snag robin eggs 
and babies. They stalk 
the nest then raid it 
when the parents are 
on the ground, gather-
ing food. There was a 
flock of crows the eve 
before squawking their 
eerie sounds. “Leave 
the robins alone,” I said 
out loud, though they 
weren’t near the nest 

then. I hoped my warn-
ing would keep them that 
way.
     Many admire robins 
found throughout North 
America. Often consid-
ered a symbol of good 
fortune, renewal, and 
new beginnings, they are 
among the first birds to 
lay eggs in the spring. 
The American robin 
(Turdus migratorius) is 
the state bird of Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, and Con-
necticut.
     The female’s tail 
feathers and head are 
grey, and their orange 

bellies more muted than 
the male whose feathers 
are black. Young robins, 
called juveniles, have 
spots on their chests 
and shorter tails. Their 
perfect habitat is a large 
lawn (with no herbicides 
or pesticides) allowing 
easy access to worms. 
Plus, surrounding shrubs 
and trees for nesting and 
protection and water 
nearby.      
     Known as worm eat-
ers, they also eat spiders, 
caterpillars, flies, moths, 
mosquitos, and beetles. 
In winter, fruits from 
shrubs become their 
mainstay— especially if 
they stay put rather than 
migrate.
      Each baby birds can 
eat fourteen worms a day 
before they fledge the 
nest. That’s almost sixty 
worms for a nest of five 
that mostly the male pro-
vides. The female is off 
preparing a nest for her 
next clutch.
     To keep robins in your 
yard year-round plant na-

tive species such as Ser-
viceberry, Chokecherry, 
Raspberry, Blackberry, 
and Elderberry for sum-
mer berries. Dogwood 
and Winterberry for fall 
food. Plus, Crabapple, 
Highbush Cranberry, 
Red Cedar, Hawthorn, 
Bittersweet, and Hack-
berry for winter forage.
     The next morning af-
ter the sad Sunday, we 
saw a female robin land 
in the Doublefile Vibur-
num. I thought perhaps it 
was the momma looking 
for her eggs. She sang a 
song but didn’t linger.
     “Maybe she’s preg-
nant again and is going 
to have more eggs,” Curt 
said.
       Robins early dawn 
and dusk call sounds 
like “cheer up, cheer 
up, cheer up, cheer up.” 
Hearing the visiting rob-
in’s song helped me do 
just that.
Garden Dilemmas? Ask-
MaryStone.com  (and 
now on your favorite 
Podcast App.)

Are they dead that yet speak louder than we can speak, 
and a more universal language?  Are they dead that 

yet act?  Are they dead that yet move upon society and 
inspire the people with nobler motives and more heroic 

patriotism?  ~Henry Ward Beecher

God
Bless

America
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abundantlifenw(May 14, 2020) 
Rep. Marcia Hahn 
(R-Northampton) today 
announced that four mu-
nicipalities in the 138th 
Legislative District will 
benefit from $268,039 in 
grant funding approved 
by the Commonwealth 
Financing Authority 
(CFA) in Harrisburg. 
These grants were fully 
funded by gaming reve-
nues from the Northamp-
ton County Local Share 
Account (LSA). No tax 
dollars are used to fund 
this program.
“These projects will im-
prove the response read-
iness of our local police 
and EMS departments, 
clean up our roads and 
make our district a more 

inclusive place for in-
dividuals with disabili-
ties,” said Hahn. “I was 
glad to advocate for 
such worthy causes and 
pleased this funding was 
approved.”
Grants were awarded to 
the following municipal-
ities:
Bushkill Township – 
$60,000 to purchase and 
equip two SUVs with 
police technology.
East Allen Township – 
$75,000 to purchase a 
new crack-sealing ma-
chine for use on public 
roadways.
Pen Argyl Borough 
– $64,999 to install 
ADA-accessible im-
provements into the bor-
ough municipal building, 

PA State Rep Marcia Hahn Secures $268K in Funding for Area 
Improvement Projects
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(May 19, 2020) The 
Director of Corrections 
reports that, as of to-
day, eight inmates at the 
Northampton County 
Prison (NCP) have test-
ed positive for Covid-19. 
Six have finished their 
quarantine periods.
The Prison’s vendor, 

PrimeCare Medical, is 
closely monitoring the 
health of the inmates. 
Employees and inmates 

are following guidelines 
established by Prime-
Care Medical to prevent 
further transmission of 
the virus. All inmates 
and employees have their 
temperatures checked 
multiple times a day.
Seven NCP employees 

have tested positive for 
the virus since the out-
break began. All seven 
have finished their quar-
antine periods and have 

returned to work.
“The dedication and 

professionalism of 
Northampton Coun-
ty Corrections officers 
during the Covid-19 
outbreak has been exem-
plary,” says Lamont Mc-
Clure. “They are doing a 
great job protecting the 
residents, their fellow 
employees and the pub-
lic.”
To protect the health of 

inmates and employees, 
volunteers, visitors and 
tours were banned from 
the prison on March 
10th. Inmates may still 
contact their loved ones 
via phone, tablets or 
mail.
There are currently 468 

inmates in residence at 
NCP. Fifty-two non-vi-
olent inmates have been 
granted extended fur-
loughs.

Director of Correction Update on the Northampton County Prison

(May 19, 2020) — 
The Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission 
(PFBC) is recruiting the 
23rd class of Waterways 
Conservation Officer 
(WCO) Trainees at its 
H.R. Stackhouse School 
of Fishery Conservation 
and Watercraft Safety.
WCOs protect, con-

serve, and enhance 
Pennsylvania’s aquatic 
resources through law 
enforcement, education 
and community partner-
ships with anglers and 
boaters. These officers 
are specifically trained 
in all aspects of fisheries 
conservation and water-
craft safety and work 
to preserve fishing and 

boating opportunities on 
Pennsylvania’s 86,000 
miles of rivers, streams 
and lakes. WCOs en-
joy working outdoors 
and have an unmatched 
appreciation for the 
hundreds of native of 
species of fish, reptiles 
and amphibians that call 
Pennsylvania home.
The State Civil Service 

Commission (SCSC) 
will accept applications 
until July 18, 2020. Ap-
plications will only be 
accepted online. To view 
the announcement and 
apply, please visit the 
SCSC website at: www.
employment .pa .gov. 
The class of trainees is 
expected to report for 

training in January 2021 
and graduate in the sum-
mer of 2021.
Applicants to this class 

must already possess 
Municipal Police Offi-
cers Basic Training (Act 
120) certification.
Successful applicants 

will complete required 
physical testing and en-
ter 30 weeks of training 
conducted at the Stack-
house school located 
in Bellefonte, Centre 
County that includes 
field training along-
side seasoned WCOs. 
Trainees will assist with 
investigations, patrol 
regions, participate in 
public outreach events 
and stock waterways.

Applicants must meet 
the following basic cri-
teria:
Pennsylvania residen-

cy
Possess a valid driver’s 

license
Be at least 21 years of 

age
High School Graduate 

or GED
Pass a criminal back-

ground check
Municipal Police Offi-

cers Basic Training Cer-
tification (Act 120)
For more information 

on the position, visit the 
PFBC website at https://
www.fishandboat.com/
AboutUs/Careers/Pag-
es/LawEnforcementCa-
reers.aspx.

Pennsylvania Fish And Boat Commission To Recruit New Class Of 
Waterways Conservation Officer Trainees

including renovations to 
the building’s social hall 
to continue its use as a 
community space, vot-
ing location, rentable 
facility for communi-
ty and local organiza-
tions, and a municipal 

and council meeting 
area. This project will 
ensure residents with 
disabilities have entry 
into the building.
Plainfield Township – 
$68,040 to purchase 
and install three au-
tonomous license plate 
reading devices on be-
half of the Slate Belt 
Regional Police De-
partment.
The 138th Legislative 
District consists of the 
townships of Bethle-
hem (portion), Bush-
kill, East Allen, Ha-
nover, Lower Nazareth, 
Moore (portion), and 
Plainfield and the bor-
oughs of Bath, Chap-
man, Pen Argyl and 
Wind Gap.

In the spring I have counted one hundred and thirty-six different kinds of 
weather inside of four and twenty hours. ~Mark Twain

Check Online for
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Service Updates!
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(May 18,2020) Sen-
ator Michael Doherty 
called on Governor 
Murphy to open po-
lice and fire academies 
across the state.“Even 
in a state under strict 
lockdown during a 
pandemic, there is 
a constant need for 
qualified police offi-
cers and firefighters,” 
said Doherty (R-23). 
“When the academies 
were shut down due 
to the coronavirus, it 
blocked the dreams of 
hundreds of young men 
and women who are 
committed to protect-
ing and helping state 
residents. It’s time to 
allow instructors to go 
back to work preparing 
and training a new gen-
eration of New Jersey 
heroes.”
“These facilities must 

not be forgotten in 
your plans to unlock 

the doors and bring 
the state back to some 
semblance of normal-
cy,” Doherty wrote in a 
letter to the Governor.
The Senator noted 

the academies, like the 
state economy, have 
been dormant for more 
than two months.
“Cadets and trainees, 

many who are on the 
brink of certification 
and graduation, have 
made significant sac-
rifices to pursue public 
service,” said Doherty. 
“Upon graduation, 
they will answer the 
alarm to protect neigh-
borhoods and property, 
and save lives.
“The administrations 

and staff members of 
the academies have 
crafted safe and re-
sponsible plans to re-
open,” Doherty said. 
“They are waiting on 
your ‘green light.’”

Doherty to NJ Governor: 
Open Police, Fire Academies (May 15, 2020) Ar-

ticle From PA State 
Rep. Joe Emrick
The House returned 

to session on Thurs-
day and passed legis-
lation that would help 
safely reopen signifi-
cant parts of the Com-
monwealth and our 
economy.
We remain focused 

on planning a path 
forward as we will 
have to continue deal-
ing with the presence 
of coronavirus for the 
foreseeable future.
To that end, Senate 

Bill 327 would create 
the COVID-19 Cost 
and Recovery Task 
Force, charged with 
identifying immedi-
ate and urgent issues, 
cataloging Common-
wealth’s response to 
the disaster emergen-
cy and creating a re-
covery plan to help 
return our commu-
nities to pre-disaster 

conditions.
Giving Our Business 

Owners a Choice
Small business own-

ers and the people 
they employ continue 
to struggle under the 
weight of the gover-
nor’s business closure 
orders and failures 
of the unemployment 
compensation system.
While we continue to 

fight for openness and 
transparency from the 
governor’s office re-
garding his decisions 
about which business-
es are life-sustaining 
or qualify for waiv-
ers, we are continuing 
our work on bills that 
would require the ad-
ministration to allow 
specific businesses 
and industries the op-
tion to reopen if they 
can do so safely.
House Bill 2388 

would require the De-
partment of Commu-
nity and Economic 

Development (DCED) 
to permit the follow-
ing types of business-
es to reopen, as long 
as those businesses 
comply with health 
and safety guidelines 
outlined by the state 
Department of Health 
and Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention
•Vehicle dealerships
 • Lawn and garden 

centers
• Cosmetology salon 

and barber shops for 

hair services
• Messenger services
• Animal grooming 

services
• Manufacturing op-

erations.
We are the only state 

in the nation that is 
not allowing real es-
tate transactions to 
move forward during 
this pandemic. To 
make matters worse, 
the spring and sum-
mer are usually con-
sidered the peak of 
the home-buying sea-
son, and many Penn-
sylvania families 
have had to put their 
homeownership plans 
on hold. In response, 
we passed House Bill 
2412 to allow the real 
estate industry to re-
open, with the same 
provision that busi-
nesses must follow all 
health guidelines.
All three of these 

bills will now head to 
the governor.

House Continues Work Toward Safe Reopening for Pennsylvania

Fiore Funeral Home
John A. Fiore, Funeral Director

Individualized Pre-Need Planning By Appointment

Established and Locally
Owned Since 1950

Compare My Prices And Services
Only One Facility To Maintain

No Full Time Salaried Employees
Handicapped Accessible

Courtesy Limousine
Large Off-Street Parking Lot

230 Market Street
Bangor, Pennsylvania 18013

610-588-2233
If No Answer, 1-877-306-3850

The Church of
St. Mary’s  &  St. Luke’s
An Episcopal Congregation in Warren County, NJ

408 3rd Street, Belvidere
www.stmarysbelvidere.org

346 High Street, Hope
www.aboutstlukes.com

10 am services at
St. Mary's on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
of the month &

at St. Luke's on the 
2nd & 4th Sundays 

of the monthContact: 908-818-9661 or stlukestmary@gmail.com

Check Online for

Check Online for

Service Updates!

Service Updates!

(May 20, 2020) It’s 
been more than two 
weeks since Gov. Phil 
Murphy reopened state 
parks, unfortunate-
ly, campgrounds have 
remained closed to 
stir-crazy New Jersey-
ans anxious to get away 
from their home offices 
for a couple of days. 
Assemblyman Jon Di-

Maio has stressed the 
need for private camp-
grounds to resume busi-
ness while following 
proper safety guide-
lines.
 “We must allow camp-

grounds to reopen as 
soon as possible,” stated 
DiMaio (R-Warren). “If 
beaches, golf courses, 
and parks can operate 
with safety measures in 
place, it’s only right to 
allow campgrounds to 
do the same, so long as 
the campground owners 

are instituting proper 
social distancing and 
safety procedures.”
 This change is simi-

lar to the policies an-
nounced this week in 
Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Vir-
ginia, and Maine.
 The New Jersey 

Campground Owners 
and Outdoor Lodging 
Association has devel-
oped a plan of action 
for camping grounds 
to reopen in the safest 
way possible. The plan 
includes social distanc-
ing, providing personal 
protective equipment 
for workers, and urging 
guests to use face masks 
until the order is lifted.  
The plan also includes 
keeping any recreation 
facilities, such as fit-
ness centers and play-
grounds, closed, hav-
ing guests use online 

or telephone check-ins, 
and regularly disinfect-
ing facilities to protect 
campers and staff.
 “I commend the NJ-

COA for working tire-
lessly to create a safe 
plan of action,” said 
DiMaio.  “They under-
stand the importance of 
safety and their impact 
on the state’s tourism 
industry.”
 The Murphy admin-

istration said Tuesday 
that campgrounds were 
not yet open after some 
lawmakers made an-
nouncements for the re-
opening of recreational 
campgrounds, effective 
immediately.
 New Jersey has 96 

privately-owned camp-
grounds hosting rough-
ly 24,000 campsites, 
accounting for almost 
$144 million in tourism 
revenue and 5,000 jobs.

Dimaio Calls For Privately-Owned 
Campgrounds To Reopen

Thank You To All The Men & Women Who Served And Continue To 
Serve Our Great Nation. We Are Forever Thankful To You.

OPEN FOR

TAKEOUT

CHECK FACEBOOK

FOR DETAILS!
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What are you doing
during isolation?

What are you doing
during isolation?

The Free Weekly Press

How Has COVID-19 Effected You, And The Community?

WATCHWATCH

35 Views

We Want To Know, How 
COVID-19 is Effecting You....
What are you doing to keep 
busy? Share your thoughts, 
at home activities, and cute 
home videos with us to be
featured on our Facebook

and YouTube Account

Send Your Videos to:
thefreeweeklypress

@gmail.com

Send Your Videos to:
thefreeweeklypress

@gmail.com

We Want To Know, How 
COVID-19 is Effecting You....
What are you doing to keep 
busy? Share your thoughts, 
at home activities, and cute 
home videos with us to be
featured on our Facebook

and YouTube Account

We Want To Know, How 
COVID-19 is Effecting You....
What are you doing to keep 
busy? Share your thoughts, 
at home activities, and cute 
home videos with us to be
featured on our Facebook

and YouTube Account

Send Us Your Videos!
thefreeweeklypress@gmail.com
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Beautiful Property?

908-362-6617

LANDSCAPE MAKEOVERSBARBER

329 Blue Valley 
Dr., Bangor

610-599-2887

Platinum Cutz
Barber �

Tattoo

Platinum Cutz
Barber �

Tattoo

ELECTRIC

FREE ELECTRIC 
BILL ANALYSIS!
FREE ELECTRIC 
BILL ANALYSIS!
Save Up to $500
per year on your

Electric Bill!
CALL TODAY

Richard Dacunto
845-321-9628

Richard Dacunto
845-321-9628

rdacunto@astralenergyllc.com

MOTORCYCLES

470 US 46, Belvidere, NJ
(908) 798-8494 |LegendaryCycles.com

Complete Motorcycle & ATV
Service and Repair

All Makes and Models
Motorcycle Parts and Accessories

HYDRAULICS

Authorized Weatherhead 
Hydraulic Hose & Fitting Distributor

PROVEN RELIABILITY
845-321-9628

aancofast@hotmail.com

A A N C O
“We Come To You”

- Hydraulic Hoses -
- Piston Repairs -
- Hydraulic Oils -

- Made To Order Hoses On Site - 

68 Maple Lane, Blairstown, NJ 07825

Commercial
Lawn Mowing & Mulching

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

 Graduating from col-
lege is a cause for cele-
bration for every student, 
but for one Warren Com-
munity College graduate 
this year, the seven-year 
journey was infinitely 
more arduous than she 
could have imagined. 
Carissa Cirotti graduat-

ed from Warren in Fall 
2019 with an associate 
degree in Liberal Arts 
with honors and was 
hoping to walk at this 
Spring’s commencement 
ceremony which was 
scheduled for May 16. 
The commencement was 
postponed for now due 
to COVID-19, but for 
Carissa, that was just an-
other small bump in the 
road in her life.
Life had been a typi-

cal one for any college 
student. In 2013, Ca-
rissa was a freshman at 
Montclair State Univer-
sity. A recent graduate 
of Warren Hills Region-
al High School, she was 
dual majoring in history 
and education with a 

minor in special educa-
tion through its five-year 
master’s degree pro-
gram.  
She was achieving high 

grades and found she en-
joyed the freedom and 
challenge of college.  
But on February 10, 

2013, all that changed. 
The 19-year-old com-
plained of a headache 
strong enough to make 
her sick. Then, an un-
known brain aneurysm 
ruptured, causing a 
stroke.  
An aneurysm is caused 

by the weakening of an 
arterial wall in the brain. 
Doctors would tell her 
that she was born with it 
and, though rare, a rup-
ture was inevitable in her 
case. 
Carissa was in a coma 

for 28 days at New 
York-Presbyterian Hos-
pital (NYPH). When she 
woke up, she was trans-
ferred to Kessler Insti-
tute for Rehabilitation 
in Chester, N.J. for two 
months of inpatient care, 

but the work had just be-
gun. 
“I was a 19-year-old 

baby,” she said. “I was 
retaught how to stand 
up, walk, talk, how to 
eat and drink by myself, 
how to read. Even how 
to hold a pencil and spell 
my name.” 
She had to return to 

NYPH in May 2013 for 
a cranioplasty, during 
which half of her skull 
was replaced with strong 
plastic. She then had 
more than two years’ 
worth of outpatient care 
to work on her physical 
and mental abilities. 
“While learning my 

everyday tasks, I so bad-
ly wanted to go back to 
school,” she said.  
She talked to her par-

ents, Arthur and Colleen 
Cirotti, about attending 
Warren Community Col-
lege. They made her a 
deal. If she took it slow 
and audited a class or 
two before leaping all 
in, she could go back to 
school. 

Cirotti Overcomes Odds to Complete Degree Journey at WCCC

“Carissa is a beauti-
ful young lady that has 
amazing resilience and 
grace,” said Warren 
Community College’s 
Disability Services Co-
ordinator and Academic 
Advisor Rebecca Mel-
linger, who has worked 
closely with Carissa 
during her time at War-
ren. She also described 
Carissa as determined 
and someone who won’t 
give up.   

Carissa found things 
more difficult than she’d 
anticipated, but also 
found a support system 
that helped keep her 
afloat. 
“Classes weren’t as 

easy as I thought they 
should have been,” she 
said, but “all of my pro-
fessors were wonderful 
and were always there 
when I needed help.” 
Whether they were 

fielding her “millions” of 
questions or accommo-
dating her need for extra 
time for tests and quiz-
zes, everyone at Warren 
sought to provide her the 
tools needed for success. 
When she finished 

classes in the Fall 2019 
semester, she began a 
new journey at the Col-
lege. 
A consumer at Abili-

ties of Northwest Jersey, 
Inc., which improves the 
employability and quali-
ty of life for people with 
disabilities by providing 
training and individu-
alized services, since 

2015, Carissa recently 
took on a new role as 
part-time staff.  
“It is a place that makes 

everyone equal to ev-
eryone else,” she said. 
“Abilities to me is more 
than a job, but more like 
a second family. I plan 
on working at Abilities 
for my life.” 
In her new role, she 

works at the Abilities’ 
college store on War-
ren’s main campus in 
Washington Township.  
The store sells school 

apparel printed at Print-
Abilities in Washing-
ton, an Abilities-run 
screen-printing store, 
and is always looking for 
more ideas for products. 
Carissa’s commitment 

to helping others goes 
beyond the College. 
She is a member of the 
Warren County Division 
of Aging and Disabil-
ity Services Advisory 
Council on Disabilities. 
Just another way that she 
will continue to buck the 
odds and seek her long-
term goals, wherever 
they may take her. 

This week, I was pleased 
to announce the approval 
of more than $600,000 in 
state grant funding that 
will go toward fire com-
panies and municipalities 
in the 137th Legislative 
District.
These grants were fully 

funded by gaming reve-

nues from the Northamp-
ton County Local Share 
Account (LSA). No tax 
dollars are used to fund 
this program. The break-
down for these grants is 
as shown below.
Local Fire Companies to 

Receive $205K for Equip-
ment Improvements Two 

fire companies in Upper 
Mount Bethel Township 
will receive $205,000 in 
grants approved by the 
Commonwealth Financ-
ing Authority this week.
These grants are long 

overdue, and they will 
significantly enhance 
public safety and emer-
gency response in the 
Slate Belt. It was my 
pleasure to secure this 

PA State Rep Joe Emrick: More Than $600K in Grant Funding to Benefit Our Community

well-deserved funding 
for the selfless and hard-
working firefighters who 
put their lives on the line 
to keep us safe.
Those departments re-

ceiving grants are:

•   Upper Mount 
Bethel Fire Company – 
$144,000.
•   North Bangor 

Fire Company – $61,000.
Upper Mount Bethel 

Fire Company will use 

this funding to purchase 
two Quick Response Ser-
vice (QRS) vehicles on 
behalf of itself and North 
Bangor Fire Company.
North Bangor Fire 

Company will use its 
grant funds to purchase 
a generator to allow the 
firehouse to be used as 
an emergency shelter. 
This generator will al-
low North Bangor Fire 
Company to keep the 
firehouse open to the 
community during pow-
er outages and times of 
emergency.
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Slate Belt
Floor & Wall Covering, Inc.
Slate Belt
Floor & Wall Covering, Inc.
Slate Belt
Floor & Wall Covering, Inc.

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.: 9-5;
Thursday: 9-8; Saturday: 9-2

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.: 9-5;
Thursday: 9-8; Saturday: 9-2

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.: 9-5;
Thursday: 9-8; Saturday: 9-2

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.: 9-5;
Thursday: 9-8; Saturday: 9-2

• Carpet • Braided Rugs • Linoleum • Vinyl Tile • Ceramic Tile 

• Slate & Quarry Tile • Hardwood Floors • Laminate Flooring 

• Custom Window Shades & Blinds 

• Carpet • Braided Rugs • Linoleum • Vinyl Tile • Ceramic Tile 

• Slate & Quarry Tile • Hardwood Floors • Laminate Flooring 

• Custom Window Shades & Blinds 
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Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Experienced 
Caregivers Needed. 
Weekends & Nights

Some Lifting 
Required

Call 610-588-6000

Auto Detailer
Wanted

40+ Hours a week
Call Tony Danas at 

484-714-6437
or email

Dottadetailing@
gmail.com

TA Travel Center - Many 
Positions Avail. MIT 

Positions, 
 Cashiers, Servers & 

Porters. Inquire Within to 
mytajobs.com -  
Columbia, NJ

Tree Company Seeks, FT, 
PT Worker. Must Have 

Valid DL.  
jensentreeexperts 

@gmail.com or call 908-
459-4005 
Warren & 

Morris Co., NJ

Looking for a Good Reli-
able Person that knows 
how to do construction 
work or willing to learn. 
Good Pay. Please Call  

484-894-1859 or  
610-599-8822

 

House for Rent
3 BR in Columbia, NJ. 
Pet Friendly! $1,750/
mo + 1 mo sec. Call 

908-496-8884
FULL TIME  

EXPERIENCED  
POWERSPORTS 

MECHANIC - Horn’s 
Outdoor, Inc. is  

seeking a mechanic expe-
rienced in repairs of ATV’s, 
Snowmobiles, Lawn Equip-

ment and CanAm Road-
sters.  PA Safety Inspection 
License preferred but not 
necessary.  Pay to com-

mensurate with experience.  
Please email your name, 

phone number and resume 
to set up an interview to 
info@hornsoutdoor.com 
or stop by 1169 Mt Bethel 
Hwy, Mt Bethel, PA for an 

application

Rooms for Rent! 
 Hunter’s Lodge  

Motel. Nice rooms, 
rented nightly, 

weekly, or monthly. 
Includes air condi-

dish network TV, 
trash, water, micro-

wave, and small 
refrigerator. $70 - 

Night; $350 - Week; 
$850 - Month.  

Call 610-888-6613

10x20 Garage for 
 Rent w/ overhead  
automatic door.  

William St. Pen Argyl 

Avail for $30/mo.  
Call 484-330-0093

Climber/Ground Person 
Wanted! Must Have Valid 

DL. Call 610-588-1034

HOUSE FOR RENT:
Pen Argyl, PA, 3 bedroom 
house on quiet side street, 
1 bathroom, full kitchen w/

oven, stove, refrigerator 
& dishwasher, hardwood 

and back porch/patio, full 
basement w/washer and 
dryer hook up, on street 

parking.  $1150.00 a month 
rent includes sewer and 
garbage.  NO PETS.  For 

more info. Please call   
610-417-5446

Looking for a Carpenter 
and/or a Carpenter’s 
Assistant. Please call 

201-323-3127 & leave a 
message, will call back.

PT cleaner/ 
manager need-

ed in Mt Bethel 5 
days a week mon-

day thru friday 
from 6:00 pm to 
9:30pm. $12.00 
to start.  Call 
570.856.3700

House for Rent in 
Bangor. $900/mo. 

2 Bedroom - 1 
Bath, Garbage & 

Sewer Incl.
No Smoking/Pets!
Call 484-358-0533

Waterpark
Attendant

No experience 
 needed 15 years 

and older
Great resume- 

building experience
Apply by calling

 908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

Outdoor Summer Jobs
Various positions in 

Amusement & 
Waterpark

Make $5,000 - $7,000/
summer

Apply by calling 
908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

Seniors – Part Time
Various positions in 

children’s amusement 
park. Friendly environ-
ment. Apply by calling 

908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

 

Help Wanted
Mt. Bethel Beverage 
PT Day Shift & some 

weekends. Lifting 
required, must be 18 
years of age or older.  
Great job for a retiree 

or college student.  
Apply in Person.

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer. 
Experienced only. 

Must have drivers li-
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 

at 610-588-6715

 

Chest freezer, snow 
blower, Sausage 

-
er, Rope Bed, Pine 

bunk bed, Lawn 
sweeper, Wrought 

-
ble, Large cast iron 
kettle,  generator, 

tools.  
Call 484-719-4979

House for rent
Mt Bethel, PA 2 story 

farm house , 3 bedroom, 
1 1/2 bath home

in secluded area. 
Covered front porch, en-
closed side porch with
washer/dryer hookup, 

full basement
Sewer/water/garbage 

included. No smoking, 
no pets please

$1625 per month plus 
security deposit

Call 610-588-8668
BHTS

 

Commercial Store 
Front For Rent

15 Main St., Blair-
stown, NJ $950/
mo Incl. Utilities 

call  610-888-6613

3 Bedroom,  
1 1/2 Bathroom 
Apartment on 

Farm. $1,500/mo 
plus $1,500 sec 

dep. Heat, Sewer, 
Electric, and Lawn 
Maintenence Incl. 

No Pets!
610-217-6077

 

For Rent
2 Buildings

Mt. Bethel, PA
570-807-7700

 

Room for Rent
$550/mo All Utili-

ties Incl. Kitchen & 
Bathrooms. WiFi. 
No Security  De-

posit Required. FMI 
call 570-856-7197

Free Wood for 
Outdoor Furnace.  

Delivered. 
610-588-1034

Firewood 
Cut-Split-Delivered 

$210 a Cord 
570-202-6902

Seasoned Mixed
 Hardwood. 1 cord or 
3 cord Special! Call 

Craig at 570-460-4879

1 Acre 
Commercial 

Building with 3  
Rentals Located 
 in Washington 
Township on

 Rt. 191!
 TONS of 

Possibilities! 
Call 484-274-1703

Cash for Old 
Costume Jewelry, 
Rings, Pins, Clip  
Earrings, Beads, 
Sterling Silver,  

 Any kind of vintage 
jewelry. Call Dot

 “The Jewelry Lady”   
610-588-1267

Oak Trees for 
 Lumber or  

Firewood. 16-20ft 
long. 610-588-7513

BRAND NEW
 NEVER USED 
STOVES FOR 

SALE
PARLOUR 

 Direct Vent Natural 
Gas or Propane 

Stove - 31,000 BTU 
or Propane 28,000 

BTU. Originally 
$3,800.  

Asking $1,500 

VALOR  
President  

Natural Gas or Pro-
pane Stove. 8,750 

BTU to 17,000 BTU. 
Originally $1,199.  

Asking $600
Call  

484-988-0969
we are not a 

store!

 

Room Air Condi-
tioner 10,000 BTU
Free to whoever 

takes it out of the 
attic. Call 

 610-588-6713

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902 1/4

NOT JUST REC     RDS
1 Broadway, Bangor 
484-408-9836

- BUY - SELL - CONSIGN -

Records • Coins • Antiques
Tools • Toys • CDs • DVDs

Want It Sold? Rented?
Get Results!

Country Classic Real Estate
Michelle Kinney

484-541-8944
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1310 Blue Valley Drive, Pen Argyl        610-863-0465

BEST PRICE GUARANTEE!
We will match any local or online retailer’s advertised price with verification.

Open Monday through Saturday 10am-7pm, and Sunday 10am-5pm

Must be a Preferred Pet Club Member. Sign up in Store. It’s Easy!

Locally Owned & Operated

Free
Curbside

Pickup

Save Time, Shop Online at petsuppliesplus.com!
FREE Curbside Pickup or Same-Day

Delivery When You Shop Online
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