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The Slate Belt Heritage 
Center is pleased to 
announce the recipients 
of their 2020 Preservation 
Awards in the following 
Categories:
The Architectural 

Award is presented 
to an individual who 
has performed an 
exemplary act in 
saving or conserving 
a historic building, 
place or artifact where 
restoration is authentic to 
preservation. This years’ 
award will be presented 
to Mr. Robert DiFebo. 
Mr. DiFebo restored 
an old farm house that 
was built before Lower 
Mt. Bethel Township 
was incorporated in 
1746. Along with his 
son, he gutted the 
walls and remediated 
the infrastructure. He 
replaced the windows 
with period windows, 
re-milled the woodwork 
around the windows 
and replaced the floors 
with milled wide plank 
flooring. An original 
fireplace remains along 
with hand irons. The 
outside stonework has 
been repointed and the 
roof replaced. A post 
and beam loft and family 
room has been added 
with all junctions being 
pegged together for 
authenticity. 
The Initiative Award 

is presented to an 
individual who has 
shown exemplary 
actions in promoting 
and preserving Slate 
Belt heritage through 
In-Kind actions. This 
award will be presented 
to Ms. Elizabeth (Libby) 
Bush. Since assuming 
the reins as President 
of the Hunter-Martin 
Museum in Lower Mt. 
Bethel Township, Libby 
has spent countless 
hours in volunteer 

work at the museum 
contributing her time 
and efforts to promoting 
and preserving Lower 
Mt. Bethel history. At 
the young age of ninety-
one, she has also kept 
the Scots-Irish burial 
grounds cleaned and 
respectable. 
The Special Focus 

Award is presented 
to an individual who 
has shown exemplary 
actions in saving or 
conserving traditions or 

a body of knowledge. 
That individual 
who contributes to 
educational information 
via documentation. 
This award will be 
presented to Ms. Anna 
Marie Ruggiero.  Ms. 
Ruggiero has published 
two cookbooks, one 
documenting the Italians 
who came to settle in this 
area from southern Italy. 
Her cookbook not only 
featured recipes brought 
from that region, but also 

provided information 
on Italian family life, 
education, diet and an 
early history overview. 
Her second cookbook 
featured the life styles 
and recipes of the Welsh 
and Cornish who also 
immigrated here to the 
Slate Belt. Her third 
book, The Rosetans’ 
depicted the day to day 
family life of the people 
of Roseto, PA.
At this event, the 

Heritage Center will 
also be honoring 
G a f f n e y - P a r s o n s 
Funeral Home for their 
provident sponsorship 
in the publishing of the 
Center’s Homefront 
Book and their latest 
book, The Textile 
Industry. Their 
benevolence enabled 
the Center to preserve, 
for future generations, 
information important 
for historical 
documentation. 
These awards are 

to acknowledge 
individuals who have 
performed acts that 
promote and preserve 
the culture and heritage 
of the Slate Belt. Due to 
the pandemic limits in-
personal get-togethers, 
a formal ceremony may 
be held in the future.  For 
additional information 
please contact: Karen 
Brewer at 484-894-5661.

Slate Belt Hertiage Center Announces 2020 Preservation Awards Winners

(May 20, 2020) Sen. 
Steve Oroho and 
Assemblymen Parker 
Space and Hal Wirths 
called upon Gov. Phil 
Murphy to reverse his 
opposition to holding 
safe and responsible 
outdoor high school 
graduations for Garden 
State senior students. 
“If people can 

responsibly walk 
and celebrate in our 
parks and forests, then 
graduating seniors 
should be able to walk 
and celebrate their 
accomplishments in 

the same way,” said 
Space (R-Sussex).  
“Part of graduation 
is marking a young 
person’s achievements 
and their passage from 
youth to adulthood. I 
believe they can do so 
responsibly and safely 
with family and friends 
looking on from a 
distance.” 
 Wirths noted that the 

governor’s opening of 
the certain parts of the 
state economy, though 
delayed, has already 
been a success and 
that graduations will 

help return a sense of 
normalcy to our next 
generation.
 “We tell young people 

that if they do the 
right thing and follow 
the rules, they’ll be 
successful and their 
maturity will signal 
greater trust,” said 
Wirths (R-Sussex). 
“I can’t think of a 
better way to reward 
graduates’ hard work 
with a little more trust 
and guidance from my 
generations to celebrate 
their graduation.”
 Murphy’s executive 

orders have clamped 
down on large 
gatherings – like high 
school graduations -  
even limiting drive-by 
parades despite the use 
of common-sense social 
distancing practices, for 
fear that New Jerseyans 
could not be trusted 
to act responsibly.   
Actions such as these 
have resulted in seniors 
across the Garden State 
creating numerous 
petitions pleading for 
in-person ceremonies, 
and the introduction of 
a bipartisan resolution 

urging Murphy to allow 
high school graduation 
ceremonies. 
 “Don’t let fear steal 

their senior year,” said 
Oroho (R-Sussex).  “We 
believe that reasonable 
concerns can be met 
and overcome by 
prudent planning 
and we implore the 
Governor to trust our 
graduates and those 
who have loved and 
nurtured them over the 
years. Let them walk 
into a bright future free 
from fear and full of 
pride.”

District 24 Lawmakers Urge Murphy To Allow Outdoor High School Graduations

North Warren Regional is proud to announce the Top Ten students of the Class of 2020. Congratulations to the Vale-
dictorian Honorata Lubecka, daughter of Krzysztof and Bogumila of Blairstown and the Salutatorian, Sean Pergola, 
the son of Patrick and Amy of Blairstown. Top Ten L-R: Honorata Lubecka, Sean Pergola, Emily Huff, Kathryn Wulf, 
Sebastian Winter, Alexandra DeFuoco, Taegan Maishman, Elizabeth Young, Nicole Kudlacik and Lindsey Buttgereit.

WE WANT TO HONOR OUR 2020 SENIORS!
SEND US YOUR GRADUATION PHOTOS TO:

thefreeweeklypress@gmail
or thepressmail@gmail.com
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Pennsylvania
St. John’s Cemetery 

is accepting memori-
al donations for the 
maintenance of the 
cemetery. Donations 

can be mailed to St. 
John’s Cemetery, C/O 
Carol Hummel, 136 
Messenger Street, Ban-
gor, PA 18013.
Reformed Cemetery 

of Stone Church is 
Accepting Memori-

al Donation for the 
maintenance of the 
Cemetery. Donations 
can be mailed to Re-
formed Cemetery, C/O 
Ronald A. Sartini, 
10200 Richmond Road, 
Bangor, PA. 18013.

New Jersey
Volunteers Needed 
for Community Gar-
den: Monday - Thurs-
day mornings, from 
9am-12pm. Project 

Self-Sufficiency is 
seeking volunteers to 
assist with planting, 
maintenance and har-
vesting of fruits and 
vegetables from the 
community gardens at 
the agency’s Newton 
campus. Volunteers 
must be at least 17 
years of age. No expe-
rience is required.
The Hardwick Se-

niors in Hardwick, 
NJ, have been busy 
this year crocheting 

and knitting scarves 
and hats for United 
States Vets who are in 
local Nursing Homes. 
The gifts will be dis-
tributed to the Vets by 
the American Legion 
Givens Belet 258 of 
Blairstown. Any Hard-
wick residents over the 
age of 55 are most wel-
come to attend and join 
if they wish. Call their 
President, Laura Ran-
dazzo at 908 362 8920 
for more information.

(May 21, 2020) War-
ren County will sus-
pend operations of its 
drive-thru COVID-19 
Testing Center at the 
end of the month, as 
the State of New Jersey 
moves to make testing 
more readily available 
at other locations.
The testing site, 

opened April 8 in part-
nership with St. Luke’s 
University Hospital 
Network (SLUHN) on 
the grounds of War-
ren County Techni-
cal School in Franklin 
Township, has tested 
538 residents to date. 
Warren County funded 
the entire project with 
no state or federal as-
sistance.
Information about test-

ing, including eligibili-
ty, procedures, and a 
link to the online sched-
uler, can be found at 
www.co.warren.nj.us/
Healthdept/wccovid-
testing.html. Testing is 
available on May 29.
“Warren County 

opened our testing site 
to reduce the impact 
on our local health care 
system. As the burden 
on our hospital capac-

ity has decreased, the 
county’s role is no lon-
ger necessary,” said 
Freeholder James R. 
Kern III, freeholder li-
aison for health and 
public safety.
Referring to news that 

Gov. Phil Murphy will 
expand testing avail-
ability statewide, Kern 
noted, “The Governor’s 
announcement also out-
lines that the State will 
begin to partner with 
private businesses and 
pharmacies to assist 
with widespread test-
ing. For the past month 
and half, County staff 
and our partners at St. 
Luke’s have stepped 
up to help flatten the 
curve with our testing 
site. As the administra-
tion outlines their plan 
for testing moving for-
ward, we will look to 
partner in any way we 
can as long as funding 
is provided.”
“While we recog-

nize the importance of 
COVID-19 testing to 
the Governor’s plan to 
reopen the state, with-
out federal funding 
Warren County can no 
longer afford to oper-

ate our testing site,” 
Warren County Health 
Officer Pete Summers 
said. “Instead, we will 
be focusing our limited 
resources on maintain-
ing our case investiga-
tion and contact tracing 
program and hope that 
the State’s plan to in-
crease private testing 
will meet the needs of 
our community. Should 
state or federal funding 
become available, we 
would certainly look to 
improve the county’s 
testing capacity,” Sum-
mers added.
Warren County has 

developed a robust 
contact tracing pro-
gram, using staff from 
the county Health De-
partment and Prose-
cutor’s Office, as well 
as county library staff, 
school nurses, and other 
public employees who 
have been unable to re-
port to their usual jobs 
due to pandemic-relat-
ed shutdowns.
Once test site oper-

ations are suspended, 
the County would be 
able to quickly ramp up 
testing again if the need 
arises.

Warren County to Suspend Drive-Thru 
COVID-19 Testing Center

(May 20, 2020) Rep. 
Frank Farry (R- Lang-
horne) has introduced 
House Bill 2541 to al-
low local county com-
missioners, in consul-
tation with local health 
officials, to reopen 
businesses in counties 
during a health emer-
gency if certain crite-
ria are met.
“The criteria for re-

opening laid out by the 
state has been arbitrary 
and illogical,” Farry 
said.  “The state refus-
es to acknowledge the 
progress made by the 
Bucks County Depart-
ment of Health with 
contact tracing, which 
shows limited commu-
nity spread.”
Joining Farry in in-

troducing the legisla-
tion are Reps. Wendi 
Thomas (R- Richboro), 
Todd Polinchock (R- 
Chalfont), Craig Sta-
ats (R-Quakertown), 
Meghan Schroder (R- 
Warminster), and K.C. 
Tomlinson (R-Bensa-
lem ), and Rep. Marti-
na White (R-Philadel-
phia).
Sen. Tommy Tomlin-

son (R-Bucks) has in-
troduced Senate Bill 
1165, companion leg-
islation to House Bill 

2541.
“Working with Rep-

resentative Farry, we 
drafted this legislation 
after hearing the count-
less stories of busi-
ness owners who are 
on the verge of losing 
everything, and from 
unemployed workers 
who haven’t received a 
dime from unemploy-
ment,” Sen. Tomlinson 
said. “We have been 
shut down for months, 
there is no end in sight. 
Every reasonable re-
quest has been denied, 
and every piece of leg-
islation that would re-
open businesses, even 
those with bipartisan 
support, has been ve-
toed. I have full faith 
that business owners 
across Bucks Coun-
ty can operate in a 
safe manner following 
CDC guidelines, and 
proper social distanc-
ing procedures.”
“This is not a political 

issue, this is a people 
issue. I welcome any 
member of the Legis-
lature to sign on as a 
co-sponsor and sup-
port this legislation, it 
is about time we listen 
to our local medical 
experts,” Sen. Tomlin-
son said.

The bills give the 
governing body of a 
county the right to re-
open businesses, even 
partially, after those 
officials confer with 
the local emergen-
cy management team, 
health department or 
a director of health, 
including a health au-
thority a county may 
contract with.   
In April, Bucks Coun-

ty Health Commission-
er Dr. David Damsker 
reported very little 
community spread in 
the county and that 
the vast majority of 
COVID-19 cases were 
in long-term facilities. 
In a letter to Pennsyl-

vania Health Secretary, 
Dr. Rachel Levine, 
Bucks County Com-
missioners asked that 
the county be moved 
from the most restric-
tive “red” zone desig-
nation to “yellow” to 
allow many business-
es to open provided 
workers and customers 
followed the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention guide-
lines.
But the state refused 

and failed to give 
Bucks County officials 
a date to reopen.

“None of this makes 
sense,” Farry said. “So 
if the state won’t act 
to help our families 
return to work and put 

food on their tables, 
we must empower lo-
cal officials like Dr. 
Damsker, who has a 
much better grasp on 

local mitigation ef-
forts, to supersede 
the state’s irrational 
and inconsistent deci-
sions.”

Bucks County House Republicans Introduce Legislation to Give Counties Power 
to Safely Reopen

Donate
Now More Than Ever We Need Blood 
Donations, as we cannot hold Blood 

Drives - Please make an appointment at 
your local Miller Keystone Blood Bank!

https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/centers Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success. -Henry Ford
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 U.S. Senator Pat Toom-
ey (R-Pa.), chairman of 
the Senate Finance Com-
mittee Subcommittee on 
Health Care, convened a 
virtual roundtable today 
about youth baseball and 
softball leagues safely 
resuming play.
Joining Senator Toomey 

at the roundtable, which 
examined the impor-
tance of, and best prac-
tices for, youth sports, 
were Major League 
Baseball’s Baseball and 
Softball Development 
Executive Vice President 
and former Los Angeles 
Angels general manager 
Tony Reagins, softball 
superstar Jennie Finch, 
Little League president 
Stephen Keener, Dr. Jay 
Bhattacharya, a physi-
cian and public health 
expert, and the greatest 
shortstop in Philadelphia 
Phillies history, Jimmy 
Rollins.
Select quotes from 

the participants of the 
roundtable are below. 
You can watch the 
event in its entirety at 
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=rJ95NQ-Mhd-
M&t=1182s.
Senator Pat Toomey: 

“The findings and the 
data lend themselves 
to the conclusion that, 
I think anyway, that we 
can resume youth recre-
ation, and we can do it 
safely, especially if we 
continue the common-
sense practices that we 
know reduce the rate of 
transmission. And with 
summer right around 
the corner, this means 
that that time-honored, 
American tradition of 
youth baseball and youth 
softball, with all the 
health and developmen-
tal benefits that come 
with them, should be 
available to our boys and 
girls. I have a ten-year-
old son, and if we could 
resume little league 
baseball where I live, I 
would sign him up to-
morrow.”
Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, 

Professor of Medicine 
and Director of the Pro-
gram on Medical Out-
comes at the Stanford 
University School of 
Medicine: “If you can 
design appropriate safe-
ty protocols, youth base-
ball and youth softball 
are the absolute perfect 
place to start thinking 
about resuming sports, 
for lots of reasons I’ll get 
in to. But first, the nature 
of the sport itself, you 
have social distancing on 
the field imposed almost 
by the rules of the sport. 
So, I think that lends it-
self to making it an ideal 

case.
“It’s very unlikely 

that kids will pass the 
COVID-19 infection to 
their parents or to adults. 
It almost always runs 
the other direction. I’ll 
just give you one study, 
there’s a study done in 
Iceland where some sci-
entists sequenced the 
genome of every single 
COVID-19 virus that 
they found and they 
sampled I think 12 to 
15 percent of the popu-
lation. What they look 
for is mutations in those 
genes of the virus. From 
the mutation patterns 
you can tell who passed 
the virus to whom, in the 
statistical sense. What 
they concluded was that 
there was no evidence 
at all of any infections 
passed from kids to 
parents or other adults. 
Zero. Now there may be 
some cases we can point 
to say that there is some. 
I can’t say it is literally 
zero. There is always 
a possibility. What we 
can say pretty certain-
ly is that it is much less 
likely than the other way 
around where adults pass 
the virus to kids.”
Tony Reagins, Execu-

tive Vice President for 
Baseball and Softball 
Development for Major 
League Baseball (MLB): 
“This pandemic has tak-
en -- has taken proms, 
has taken graduations, 
has taken economic 
capabilities of parents 
and families. It’s taken 
from America’s youth. 
And what it has done 
is also re-enforced the 
importance of, and sig-
nificance of, sport par-
ticularly baseball and 
softball and how it is 
the fabric of our young 
people today. They want 
to play. Young people 
want to play. They’re 
clamoring for that so-
cial interaction that they 
had in school with their 
classmates. They have a 
strong desire to have that 
emotional bonding that 
they experience while 
they’re on the diamond. 
They yearn for the op-
portunity to be with their 
friends on a daily basis 
in practice and get out 
there and play the game. 
So there is a deep desire 
to get out there as it re-
lates to young people 
and get back on the dia-
mond.”
Jennie Finch, Youth 

Softball Ambassador for 
MLB:“I am so thank-
ful, and now that I am 
a mother of three kids, 
I see the values that are 
instilled that transcend 
way beyond any playing 

field. That is what I am 
all about instilling and 
driving into our kids – 
teamwork, leadership, 
discipline, sacrifice. All 
of those things that sport 
teaches you.
“I said before I was 

apprehensive and espe-
cially now after hearing 
Dr. Jay speak, I’m ready 
to go. But we did go 
out there and to see my 
kids jumping around, so 
pumped and excited and 
the life instilled in them 
again. Obviously safety 
is first, you know? I am 
a parent, I’m a mom. 
Therefore, we’re going 
to move forward, obvi-
ously. We’re hopeful-
ly going to get back to 
where it’s been. It’s go-
ing to be a changed new 
normal, but at the same 
time, you know, if every-
one is on the same board 
and the communication 
is there and those steps 
of safety are taken, then 
I do feel comfortable in 
that and I’m so thankful 
for this roundtable be-
cause it is a huge step 
in moving forward and 
figuring out and collab-
orating with everyone 
involved in all areas of 
the field in order to get 
these kids back out there, 
around their teammates 
playing.”
Jimmy Rollins, three-

time MLB All-Star, 
four-time Gold Glove 
winner, and the all-time 
hits leader for the Phila-
delphia Phillies:
“Why not be outdoors? 

We wear masks, if we’re 
around people we un-
derstand social distanc-
ing, and the importance 
of PPE. But we don’t 
want to stop living our 
lives. We don’t want 
to stop having our nor-
malities from existing. 
And what’s happening 
right now, none of that 
exists. We’re sitting 
there watching reruns 
and watch the news. We 
hear about the negative 
things, but we should be 
focusing on what we can 
do instead of what we 
can’t do, and working on 
getting back to what we 
can do and aren’t doing.”
Stephen Keener, Pres-

ident and CEO of Little 
League International: 
“Obviously, this pan-
demic has had a dev-
astating impact on 
families, businesses, 
communities, and ob-
viously youth sports. 
From Little League In-
ternational’s perspec-
tive, we’ve taken the 
position that we wanted 
to try to put the impor-
tance of youth sports 
in perspective. And by 

Toomey Forum with Health Expert and Reps from MLB, Little League Spotlights 
Safe Resumption of Youth Baseball and Softball

(May 22, 2020)Senator 
Michael Doherty and 
Senator Michael Testa 
have introduced legis-
lation to place limits on 
Governor Phil Murphy’s 
executive orders and 
those of future gover-
nors.
“Last I checked, the 

State of New Jersey had 
three branches of gov-
ernment, not one,” said 
Doherty (R-23). “The 
governor’s preference to 
lead via executive order 
rather than through col-
laboration with elected 
legislators has proven to 
be dangerous and dead-
ly. Our proposal to place 
limits on executive au-

thority will ensure that 
the administration is 
transparent about the 
continued need for any 
executive orders that it 
believes should be ex-
tended.”
“Gov. Murphy’s strat-

egy of governing pri-
marily through execu-
tive order is alarming,” 
said Testa (R-1). “Over 
the past two months, 
New Jerseyans have 
watched with frustration 
and anger as executive 
power has been abused 
with little input from 
the public. The gover-
nor has said repeatedly 
during his briefings that 
the public’s concerns 

don’t impact his deci-
sion-making process. 
That’s outrageous. Since 
Governor Murphy does 
not seem to care about 
the economic harm his 
executive orders are in-
flicting on New Jersey 
families and small busi-
nesses, it’s imperative 
that the Legislature has 
the opportunity to pro-
tect New Jerseyans.”
Doherty and Testa’s leg-

islation, S-2482, would 
prohibit the governor’s 
executive orders from 
exceeding fourteen days 
unless the legislature ap-
proves a longer period of 
time through a concur-
rent resolution.

Doherty & Testa Bill Would Limit Gov. 
Murphy’s Executive Authority

PLEASE 

PLEASE 

DON’T
DON’T

TOUCH
TOUCH

US!US!

that I mean, understand-
ing that, one thing that’s 
been a very stark remind-
er to us is how important 
little league baseball or 
little league softball are 
to communities because 
we’ve been hearing from 
our constituents and our 
affiliates since the mid-
dle of March about get-
ting back on the field.
“Our job is to really 

pull as many resourc-
es together as we can 
and provide them to our 
constituents or our affili-

ate programs. And so we 
spent a lot of time con-
sulting with people...
We had access to some 
other medical profes-
sionals, certainly the 
CDC, and we’ve talked 
with numerous public 
health officials both at 
the state level and the 
federal level. And essen-
tially what we’ve come 
up with is a best prac-
tices of resuming play 
when it’s safe to do so. 
And we just launched 
that actually yesterday 

so your timing is very 
good. We actually sent 
it out to all of our pro-
grams yesterday and it 
addresses when you get 
the green flag from your 
state and local health of-
ficials saying it’s okay 
to start these types of 
activities then here’s 
the model here’s the 
program, here’s all 
the best practices that 
are that we’re going to 
provide you so that you 
can go out and do this as 
safely as possible.”
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(May 22, 2020) Rath-
er than increasing taxes 
or borrowing after state 
revenue has dropped by 
billions, Assemblyman 
John DiMaio believes 
he has found a way for 
New Jersey to cut tax-
es for the middle-class 
while keeping state 
and local governments 
afloat. 
Similar to the recipro-

cal tax agreement with 
Pennsylvania, certain 
residents would not 
have to file a federal 
income tax return and 
New Jersey would raise 
rates to the federal lev-
el for only this tax year. 
The state would have to 
create a new tax form 
that would be filed earn-
ing under a certain in-
come, to be negotiated 
with Congress, to limit 
the amount of revenue 
to New Jersey’s needs.
 Essentially, residents 

who file this form 

would get a tax cut by 
not paying state income 
tax rates in addition to 
federal rates, and ap-
plying the federal rates 
at the state level would 
boost revenue by bil-
lions.
 It also avoids constitu-

tional problems because 
the state would not have 
to use a bond or loan to 
cover revenue.
 The state Supreme 

Court ruled in a 2004 
case, Lance v. Mc-
Greevey, that under 
the state Constitution’s 
Article 8, section 2, 
paragraph 2, does not 
qualify bond proceeds 
as revenue to balance 
the budget. In that same 
section, paragraph 3 al-
lows debt to be issued 
for emergency costs, 
but the subsection only 
pertains to the restric-
tions in that paragraph.
 DiMaio says that the 

plan addresses New Jer-

sey’s three biggest fis-
cal problems: residents 
struggling to make ends 
meet will receive tax 
relief, state revenue re-
ceives a much-needed 
boost to help state and 
local budgets, and there 
is no conflict over con-
stitutional interpreta-
tion to slow down New 
Jersey’s urgent need to 
recover.
 “The state shouldn’t 

be asking for a federal 
bailout because of years 
of poor fiscal manage-
ment,” said DiMaio. 
“But our political sys-
tem needs a market 
correction. New Jersey 
annually gives far more 
tax dollars to the federal 
government than we get 
back. This plan doesn’t 
ask for taxpayers across 
the nation to fix our 
problems, it asks to let 
us fix our own prob-
lems.”
 Federal receipts from 

New Jersey were $33.9 
billion more than fed-
eral expenditures to the 
state combined between 
fiscal years 2017 and 
2018 alone, according 
to the Rockefeller In-
stitute of Government’s 
“Giving or Getting” 
reports. New Jersey 
sent $112 billion to the 
federal government in 
FY18. Gov. Phil Mur-
phy told President Don-
ald J. Trump in a press 
conference that the state 
needs up to $30 billion.
 The plan is amenable 

to Congress setting fis-
cal conditions on how 
the money is spent and 
requiring reforms that 
achieve savings to op-
timize help for peo-
ple and state and local 
governments. Income 
tax revenue is consti-
tutionally dedicated 
to property tax relief, 
which covers education 
spending, county and 

We Can Meet New Jersey’s Budget Obligations After Coronavirus With A Tax Cut, 
Says Assembly Gop Conference Leader. Here’s How.

local government aid, 
and pensions and health 
benefits.
 “New Jersey and oth-

er states should not re-
ceive the benefit of the 
doubt because there is 
ample reason to doubt 
the money will be spent 
responsibly,” said Di-
Maio, who has repeat-
edly been critical of 
the state’s penchant for 
adding new programs 

and budgetary increas-
es while not ensuring 
that current programs 
are financially solvent. 
“Congress would be 
wrong to give carte 
blanche, because if that 
is the case there is a 
good chance states will 
go back hat in hand. 
The states that need 
money the most are by 
many metrics the worst 
managed: currently and 
historically.”
 The state Treasury 

Department is releasing 
a revenue report today. 
DiMaio has sent letters 
to Sens. Mitch McCon-
nell and Chuck Schum-
er, Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si and House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCa-
rthy, as well as all of 
New Jersey’s members 
of Congress.  He sent a 
separate letter to Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump, 
asking for his consider-
ation of the plan.

(May 22, 2020) Sen. 
Mike Doherty said Gov. 
Phil Murphy is tram-
pling the Constitution 
and should lift restric-
tions on religious ser-
vices that led to a New 
Jersey church being cit-
ed for violations of his 
executive order prohib-
iting gatherings of more 
than 10 people. 
“Governor Murphy 

keeps saying he’s guid-
ed by science in his de-
cision making, but why 
is 10 the magic num-
ber for the amount of 
people who can gather 
safely in churches, tem-
ples, mosques, or syna-
gogues?” Doherty (R-
23) asked. “If so-called 
‘essential retail’ stores 
can operate safely at 
half of their stated ca-

pacity, why can’t hous-
es of worship be trusted 
to operate with similar 
precautions? Governor 
Murphy needs to stop 
eviscerating the Consti-
tution and allow houses 
of worship to operate 
like other essential ser-
vices.”
At a briefing with the 

governor yesterday, the 
superintendent of the 

New Jersey State Po-
lice said a church in 
Clementon was cited for 
holding services inside 
a church with more than 
10 people.
“People have a consti-

tutional right to practice 
religion and that right 
should not be impeded 
through overly restric-
tive executive orders,” 
added Doherty. “It’s ri-
diculous that the gover-
nor’s orders allow New 
Jerseyans to buy lumber 
or a tennis racket at a big 
box store, but prohibit 
the exercise of consti-
tutionally protected re-
ligious freedoms. It’s 
increasingly clear that 
legislative oversight is 
necessary to limit abus-
es of executive power.”
More than 3,000 people 

have signed an online 
petition run by Senator 
Doherty calling for the 
governor to allow reli-
gious services to resume 
in New Jersey with rea-
sonable precautions.

Doherty: Murphy Continues to Trample the 
Constitution by Outlawing Religious Services

(May 22, 2020) Rec-
ognizing the growing 
strain on our families, 
communities and the 
economy, the House 
returned to session this 

week to continue our 
fight for the future of 
our state.
The following is a 

quick rundown of this 
week’s session.

To help our struggling 
restaurants, bars and 
clubs, we passed bills 
that would authorize 
these business owners 
to allow outdoor seating 
(House Bill 2506) and 
indoor seating (House 
Bill 2513) to resume in 
areas of the state in the 
yellow or green phases 
of mitigation. All CDC 
and state Department of 
Health safety guidelines 
would have to be met. 
These bills now go to 
the Senate for consider-
ation.
We passed House Res-

olution 867 to set up a 
special committee of 
the House to exam-
ine various aspects of 
the state’s response to 
the COVID-19 public 
health emergency and 
make recommendations 
regarding issues of 
importance and long-
term recovery. A final 
report of the commit-
tee’s activities, findings 
and recommendations 
would be due by Nov. 
19.
To further aid in assess-

ment of the COVID-19 
disaster response, 

House Bill 2505 would 
require the administra-
tion to retain relevant 
records for 10 years af-
ter the end of the emer-
gency order. The bill 
now goes to the Senate 

for consideration.
Additionally, House 

Bill 2517 would re-
quire a waiver to al-
low residential clean-
ing services to resume 
operations during the 

COVID-19 emergency, 
provided they follow 
social distancing and 
other health and safe-
ty guidelines. This bill 
also now goes to the 
Senate.

Busy Session Week as House Continues to Advance Policies to Reopen PA
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Minsi Lake was creat-
ed for public fishing and 
boating by the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) 
in 1970 and as one of 
only two public lakes in 
Northampton County, 
is popular with anglers 
from across the region. 
Minsi Lake is located in 
eastern Pennsylvania’s 
Lehigh Valley, the fast-
est growing and third 
most populous region 
in the state of Pennsyl-
vania, with a population 
of nearly 822,000 as of 
the 2010 U.S. Census. 
In 1975, the 117-acre 
lake and surrounding 
194 acres of wood-
lands that are owned 
by PFBC were leased 
to Northampton County 
as part of the county’s 
park system; an amend-
ed version of that lease 
continues to the pres-
ent day. The 311-acres 
of woods and waters is 
called Minsi Lake Park.
In May 2017, PFBC 

drained Minsi Lake in 
preparation for a $4 mil-
lion, two-year-long dam 
rehabilitation and spill-
way reconstruction proj-
ect, which is scheduled 
to begin in late 2017; the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection had deemed 
the dam and spillway 
structurally deficient. At 
that same time, NorCor 
Parks collaborated with 
PFBC as an official co-
operator in the agencies 
Cooperative Habitat 
Improvement Program 
(CHIP) to take advan-
tage of this rare oppor-
tunity to address the 
limited littoral structure 
and excessive shallow-
ness impairments at 
Minsi Lake during its 
complete drawdown. 

On June 28, 2017, PF-
BC’s Division of Hab-
itat Management’s 
Lake Section physical-
ly surveyed the empty 
lakebed, documenting 
its existing conditions, 
including its habitat and 
excessive shallowness 
impairments. The sur-
vey revealed that about 
75 acres of the 117-acre 
lake basin are lacking 
adequate fish habitat. 
The agency subsequent-
ly developed a Five-
Year Fish Habitat Man-
agement Project Plan as 
part of its CHIP Project 
with NorCo Parks and 
Northampton Coun-
ty Junior Conservation 
School (NCJCS).
Project deliverables in-

cluded:
1. 510 Rock Rubble 

Humps to provide for-
age habitat for inverte-
brates, crustaceans, and 
baitfish;
2. 200 Porcupine Cribs 

to provide refuge habitat 
for and improve recruit-
ment of sunfish, bass 
and other gamefish;
3. 45 Rock Stars to pro-

vide forage habitat for 
invertebrates, baitfish 
and sunfish;
4. 40 Spider Humps to 

provide forage habitat 
for invertebrates and 
a diversity of bait and 
game fish, as well as 
forage and ambush cov-
er for bass and sunfish;
5. 27 Post Clusters to 

provide cover for game 
and sunfish and ambush 
cover for bass;
6. 12 Post Stumps to 

provide cover for game 
and sunfish and ambush 
cover for bass;
7. 10 Turtle Basking 

Platforms;
8. 10 Felled Trees ca-

bled to the shoreline and 
provide excellent habi-

tat for game and sunfish 
in a variety of ways, i.e., 
spawning, recruitment, 
foraging and refuge cov-
er
9. 7 Rock Famed De-

flectors to provide about 
200 linear feet of armor-
ing against shoreline 
wind and wave erosion, 
enhancement of aquatic 
microhabitats, and pro-
vide ready access for an-
glers to fish from a solid 
rocky shoreline.
Human Interest/Com-

munity Benefit:
Northampton Coun-

ty Junior Conservation 
School recently estab-
lished Friends of Minsi 
Lake (FOML) as a stand-
ing committee to chart 
the course and provide 
the resources necessary 
to enhance the natural 
and recreational assets 
throughout the Minsi 
Lake area, including the 
Minsi Lake Cooperative 
Habitat Improvement 
Project with PFBC. The 
friend’s group includes 
representatives from 
eight organizations and 
an at-large committee 
member, who represents 
the public with FOML, 
occupies a ninth seat on 
the committee. FOML’s 
mission is to support 
Minsi Lake and improve 
the area’s conservation 
value, encourage eco-
nomic development, and 
enhance recreational op-
portunities for everyone 
who lives, works, and 
plays in Northampton 
County.
To that end, Friends of 

Minsi Lake is the face 
and vehicle for public 
outreach, education, 
fundraising, and com-
munity involvement in 
the Minsi Lake Habi-
tat Improvement Proj-
ect. The group’s public 

Minsi Lake Named Among ‘Waters to Watch’ for Outstanding Conservation Efforts

The National Fish Habitat Partnership this week named Minsi Lake 
as one of its 10 national “Waters to Watch” for 2020 in recognition 
of its outstanding conservation efforts. The Minsi Lake Habitat Im-
provement Project also received the 2019 Lehigh Valley Award for its 
Environmental Project category.

outreach subcommittee 
developed a 30-minute 
illustrated PowerPoint 
program and associated 
digital and print materi-
al about the project and 
presented to the local 
community, youth and 
civic organizations i.e., 
sportsmen’s clubs, wa-
tershed organizations, 
Scouting groups and 
Lions Clubs. A FOML 
Facebook site was de-
veloped and within five 
days of launching, over 
1,000 people saw it and 
nearly 200 began fol-
lowing. The outreach 
objective is to raise 
public awareness and 
enthusiasm for the proj-
ect; educate about the 
ecological, economic, 
societal and recreation-
al values and benefits of 
a healthy Minsi Lake, 
it’s watershed and sur-

rounding parklands and 
greenways; encourage 
and recruit community 
involvement with the 
habitat improvement 
project, and raise aware-
ness and money for the 
comprehensive park re-
habilitation.
The Minsi Lake Habitat 

Improvement Project re-
ceived the 2019 Lehigh 
Valley Award for Envi-
ronmental Project and 
subsequently received a 
Certificate of Recogni-
tion from Senator Ma-
rio Scavello of the 40th 
Pennsylvania State Sen-
ate District.
Project Timeline: Start 

Date: June 1, 2018; End 
Date: July 2019
Economic Calculator 

results: $30,000 NFHP 
funding: Partner Con-
tribution: Cash $64,370; 
In-kind: $87,019

Jobs: 3.5362
Total Sales:USD 

$308,305.24
Value Added:USD 

$167,221.90
I n c o m e : U S D 

$118,557.20
Partners: Reservoir 

Fisheries Habitat Part-
nership, Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Com-
mission, Northampton 
County, Northampton 
County Junior Conser-
vation School, Mar-
tins-Jacoby Watershed 
Association, Sun Belt 
Rising, Lehigh Valley 
Center for Independent 
Living, Penn State Ex-
tension-Master Water-
shed Steward Program, 
Watershed Coalition 
of Lehigh Valley, Lo-
cal Boy and Girl Scout 
Troups, The H&K 
Group, Wildlands Con-
servancy

Frank Pallotta, Re-
publican candidate for 
New Jersey’s Fifth 
Congressional Dis-
trict, offered praise of 
the New Jersey Re-
publican Party’s law-
suit against Governor 
Phil Murphy. The law-
suit comes as Mur-
phy faces a crisis of 
leadership during the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic. From long-term 
care facility deaths 
approaching 6,000 to 
an unemployment rate 
that has soared to 15%, 
it is clear that in com-
paring New Jersey to 
other states that these 

failures rest square-
ly on the shoulders of 
Phil Murphy and his 
gross incompetence 
in managing our state 
through this crisis. On 
the eve of Memorial 
Day Weekend, in par-
ticular, we should be 
ashamed of the fact 
that COVID-19 was 
allowed to spread un-
checked—thanks to 
the policies of Gov-
ernor Murphy—at the 
state-run New Jersey 
Veterans Home, cre-
ating one of the dead-
liest epicenter for the 
virus in the state. 
Further exacerbating 

the crisis is Murphy’s 
unwillingness to pro-
vide the most basic of 
timetables for when 
Garden State business-
es can begin to reopen. 
This stands in stark 
contrast to nearly ev-
ery other state in the 
union. Once again, in 
Democrat hands, New 
Jersey leads from be-
hind. Instead of allow-
ing small businesses 
to innovate to open 
their doors once more 
to customers, Phil 
Murphy is content to 
watch demand at food 
pantries grow and to 
arrogantly proclaim 

Pallotta Praises NJGOP Lawsuit On Behalf of New Jersey Small Businesses

that those desperately 
waiting for unemploy-
ment checks from the 
state’s broken system, 
can move to another 
state. Now is the time 
for action.
 “I stand in complete 

support of Chairman 

Steinhardt’s bold de-
cision to stand up for 
hardworking New Jer-
sey businesses. Before 
the COVID-19 crisis, 
businesses were being 
chased away by Phil 
Murphy’s punitive tax-
es and runaway spend-

ing. Now, he has uni-
laterally deemed some 
businesses essential 
while carelessly cat-
egorizing thousands 
of businesses that 
are willing to reopen 
safely, as nonessen-
tial. I have news for 
Phil Murphy hiding 
away in his $6 mil-
lion-dollar mansion: 
every business is es-
sential to the families 
in this state. I would 
ask that Congressman 
Josh Gottheimer take a 
stand for the business-
es in this district and 
support limits on Gov-
ernor Murphy’s ego.”

Each of us is a being in himself and a being in society, each of us needs to understand himself 
and understand others, take care of others and be taken care of himself. ~Haniel Clark Long
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown

Hello Fellow Readers,
     Robert, an associ-
ate landscape installer, 
asked about a client›s 
Canadian hemlock in-
stalled about two years 
ago dying from the bot-
tom up. 
     When he first de-
scribed the dilemma, I 
thought the issue might 
not be enough sunlight. 

Hemlocks in our wood-
land are fully dressed at 
the top-tier, but the lower 
branches have died back 
because of the dense 
shade of surrounding 
trees. If the trees are in 
the vicinity of road salt, 
it could kill the lower 
limbs, even kill the tree.
     Robert›s sent pho-
tographic evidence 
that reminds me of the 
dreaded canker disease 
we chatted about a few 
years back. It attacks 
primarily blue spruce, 
and sometimes Norway 
spruce killing them from 
the bottom up. I had 
never heard it attacking 
hemlock, so I put on my 
Sherlock Holmes hat and 
found the fungus can 
strike hemlocks as well.
     For sure, Robert›s 
hemlock dilemma is not 
woolly adelgid that took 
down hundreds of stands 
of the indigenous beau-
ties in years past. Woolly 
adelgid is a sucking in-

sect. The egg sacs look 
like fuzzy white cot-
ton on the underside of 
branches, which would 
have been noticeable 
before the client›s lower 
limbs became naked.
     Thankfully much of 
the adelgid dilemma has 
been eradicated with bi-
ological controls using 
predatory beetles that 
feed on them, which 
brings back a memory 
of my workaround. We 
bought a commercial 
grade power washer to 
knock the little suckers 
off our thirty-foot trees. 
Then I applied dormant 
oil using the same hefty 
machine. Maneuvering 
the hose felt like taming 
a dragon that kept knock-
ing me to the ground. 
But our hemlocks lived.
     Canadian Hemlock 
(Tsuga canadensis), na-
tive to the United States, 
is the one most often 
planted. The upper side 
of their needles are dark 
green, and the underside 
is lighter in color, which 

seems to dance in the 
wind. Unlike Norway 
spruce that looks like 
Christmas trees, hem-
lock has a more graceful 
pyramidal shape when 
they’re young. As they 
mature, their branch-
ing becomes pendu-
lous, which makes for 
an elegant screening in 
groupings or as an ac-
cent plant. They grow to 
40 to 75 feet in maturity 
with a spread of 25 to 35 
feet and are hardy from 
Zones 3B to 7(8).
     Unlike most coni-
fers, hemlocks can tol-
erate shade though they 
grow well in full sun too 
with good drainage and 
protection from drying 
winds. They struggle 
in heavy clay soil that 
doesn’t drain well. Nor 
do hemlocks tolerate ex-
tended drought. I wonder 
if the last two growing 
seasons of excessive rain 
and the likelihood of clay 
soil there contributed to 
Robert’s client’s naked 
needled plants.

    My Sherlock Holmes 
hat snooped further, 
finding Penn State Ex-
tension›s website. I came 
across Fabrella needle 
blight, also a fungus, 
which may be the cul-
prit of Robert’s dilemma. 
Look for the tiny dots on 
the underside of the nee-
dles that start white and 
then darken to black. If 
infected, the lower part 
of the tree turns brown, 
and the needle drop in 
late summer. There is no 
control recommended as 
it doesn’t devastate a tree 
unless it is under stress 
from other things such as 

drought or insects.
     Per Sherlock Holmes, 
«How often have I said to 
you that when you have 
eliminated the impossi-
ble, whatever remains, 
however improbable, 
must be the truth?» (The 
Sign of the Four – 1890).
      The truth is with 
the right cultural condi-
tions - good drainage, 
enough sun, and no salt 
- hemlocks are a reliable 
and graceful evergreen 
tree—and one of my very 
favs. Garden Dilemmas? 
A s k M a r y S t o n e . c o m 
(and now on your favor-
ite Podcast App.)

(May 22, 2020) Assem-
blyman Hal Wirths is 
continuing to urge Gov. 
Phil Murphy to safely, 
but fully, reopen the state 
economy to help the state 
avoid economic destruc-
tion while the state Trea-
surer releases new num-
bers.
“The revenue report to-

day, on the heels of dev-
astating unemployment 
numbers, is the result of 
Governor Murphy’s arro-
gance,” said Wirths, the 
Assembly GOP Budget 
Officer (R-Sussex, War-
ren, Morris). “For weeks 
there have been calls 
to reopen the economy. 
And, I respect the gover-
nor for listening to some 
of those calls, but he has 
created more problems 
than he has solved.”
Dr. Anthony Fauci said 

earlier today that now 
is the time to reopen the 
economy with significant 

precautions to ensure the 
coronavirus doesn’t re-
surge. 
The Murphy administra-

tion has announced that 
unemployment rose by 
nearly 12 percent to 15.3 
from March to April and 
that revenue is down $2.8 
billion this fiscal year and 
$7.4 billion for fiscal year 
2021. New Jersey has 
been the second most af-
fected state by Covid-19, 
but Wirths says economic 
damage does not have to 
be so severe.
“Taxes have increased 

an immense amount un-
der Murphy with coop-
eration from Democrats 
in the legislature,” con-
tinued Wirths. “We also 
know that taxes take away 
our residence’s ability to 
save. Taking away the 
power of the dollar from 
our residents, and then 
taking away their ability 
to earn an income is not 

a position that should be 
lauded.”
Murphy has not provided 

a definitive timeline for re-
opening the economy. He 
named three stages, and 
put the state in stage one.  
However, after the three 
stages there are ambigu-
ous subsequent stages that 
the state will need to go 
through.
“Everybody wants peo-

ple to be safe and healthy, 
but nobody is safe and 
healthy who can’t provide 
for themselves in some 
way.  Governor Murphy 
has taken away the ability 
for over a million people to 
provide for themselves. He 
wants to balance his wants 
and needs in the budget. 
He represents the people 
first, and their wants and 
needs must be prioritized. 
His approval rating seems 
like a farce compared to 
what I’m hearing from 
people across the state.”

Wirths: Murphy Creates More Problems 
Than Solved; NJ State Lost Over $10 Bil-

lion As A Result

(May 22, 2020) U.S. 
Senator Pat Toomey 
(R-Pa.) and U.S. Rep-
resentative Brian Fitz-
patrick (R-Pa. 1) have 
filed an amicus brief 
in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third 
Circuit in support of 
the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s (DOJ) law-
suit seeking to prevent 
safe injection sites for 
illegal drug use from 
opening in Pennsylva-
nia.
The Congressional 

amicus brief argues 
that under current fed-
eral law safe injection 
sites are not lawful and 
the policy question of 
whether to permit such 
sites belongs to Con-
gress, not the courts.
Joining Senator Toom-

ey and Representative 
Fitzpatrick in submit-

ting this amicus brief 
are all of the Repub-
lican members of the 
Pennsylvania Congres-
sional delegation: Rep-
resentatives John Joyce 
(R-Pa. 13), Fred Keller 
(R- Pa. 12), Mike Kel-
ly (R- Pa. 16), Daniel 
P. Meuser (R- Pa. 9), 
Scott Perry (R- Pa. 10), 
Guy Reschenthaler (R- 
Pa. 14), Lloyd Smucker 
(R- Pa. 11), and Glenn 
Thompson (R- Pa. 15). 
The brief is also signed 
by Senator Tom Cotton 
(R-Ark.). 
The Congressional 

amicus brief states: 
“The Constitution’s 
separation of powers is 
of vital import in cases 
such as this one involv-
ing Congress’s com-
prehensive nationwide 
effort, codified in the 
Controlled Substances 

Act (CSA), to protect 
the nation’s citizens, 
neighborhoods, and 
communities from the 
devastating scourge of 
illegal drug use. Poli-
cy decisions involving 
controlled substances 
have a critical impact 
on our nation—and 
often prompt fierce 
debate among compet-
ing viewpoints. That 
debate is for the peo-
ple’s representatives in 
Congress, not the fed-
eral courts, to resolve. 
Amici respectfully ask 
the Court to interpret 
the CSA as written by 
Congress, to reverse 
the judgment below, 
and—in accordance 
with the Constitution—
to reserve the policy 
decision at the heart 
of the district court’s 
opinion to Congress.”

Toomey, Fitzpatrick Leading Amicus Brief 
Supporting Department of Justice Lawsuit 
Seeking to Prevent Safe Drug Injection Sites 

from Opening in Pennsylvania

Don’t Miss Out On Up To Date Information! Follow 
Us on Facebook & View The Paper Online at:

 www.thepressnewsonline.com
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The Church of
St. Mary’s  &  St. Luke’s
An Episcopal Congregation in Warren County, NJ

408 3rd Street, Belvidere
www.stmarysbelvidere.org

346 High Street, Hope
www.aboutstlukes.com

10 am services at
St. Mary's on the 

1st & 3rd Sundays 
of the month &

at St. Luke's on the 
2nd & 4th Sundays 

of the monthContact: 908-818-9661 or stlukestmary@gmail.com

Check Online for

Check Online for

Service Updates!

Service Updates!

920 EAST MAIN ST., PEN ARGYL, PA
(By Weona Park)

www.cascarios.com
610-863-5990

Mon.-Sat. 8am-9pm • Sun. 9am-5pm

920 EAST MAIN ST., PEN ARGYL, PA
(By Weona Park)

www.cascarios.com
610-863-5990

Mon.-Sat. 8am-9pm • Sun. 9am-5pm

Prices Valid through June 7th or while supplies last

Yuengling Lager
Black & Tan

16oz Cans, 24pk- $19.99; 
6pk - $5.49

Yuengling Lager
Black & Tan

16oz Cans, 24pk- $19.99; 
6pk - $5.49

Miller Lite
16oz Cans

24 pk- $18.99

Miller Lite
16oz Cans

24 pk- $18.99

 Keg Sale:
Bud & Bud Light 1/2 Keg - $72 

Pabst 1/2 Keg - $60

 Keg Sale:
Bud & Bud Light 1/2 Keg - $72 

Pabst 1/2 Keg - $60
*while supplies last*

Matey’s Frozen Pizzas$5.35 ea

(May 23, 2020) Frank 
Pallotta, Republican can-
didate for New Jersey’s 
Fifth Congressional 
District, offered strong 
support of President 
Trump’s announcement 
that Houses of Wor-
ship would be deemed 
“essential” in light of 
ongoing civil liberties 
violations happening in 
states across the country, 
including New Jersey. 
To date, Governor Phil 

Murphy has not provided 
a scientific explanation 

for what distinguishes 
Houses of Worship from 
other institutions permit-
ted to operate during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
such as liquor stores and 
big-box chains. These 
stores were allowed to 
remain open and shop-
pers were left to self-ad-
minister social distanc-
ing and other reasonable 
health measures. Houses 
of Worship can easily 
implement the same set 
of guidelines.  Church-
es, for example, could 

easily suspend commu-
nion, signs of peace, 
and joining hands in 
prayer. Furthermore, 
churches can limit the 
number of congregants 
who can sit in each pew 
to a maintain adequately 
spacing.
The primary concern 

of any government is 
the health and well-be-
ing of their constituents. 
However, this should go 
beyond physical health. 
1 in 6 people on the US 
suffer from some form 

Pallotta Stands With President Trump’s “Essential” Designation For Houses of Worship; 
Slams Gottheimer’s Silence

of mental illness.  For 
many of those who suf-
fer, simply attending 
service can mean the 
difference between life 
and death.  Our Houses 
of Worship have been 
shuttered at a time when 
they are most needed. 
Suicide ideation is on the 
rise and is up more than 
1000% since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 
crisis. Men and women 
faith are asking only to 
worship. They seek only 
the solace and comfort of 

knowing that in times of 
crisis they can speak to 
their God.
“It is clear, given Phil 

Murphy’s public admis-
sion that he was ‘not 
thinking’ about the Bill 
of Rights and that he has 
no strategy as to what is 
essential. This appears 
to be an example of gov-
ernment overreach to 
support a political agen-
da.” said Pallotta. 
He continued: “I am 

proud to stand with Pres-
ident Trump in providing 

much-needed support 
and guidance to our 
Houses of Worship here 
in the Fifth District. Josh 
Gottheimer can always 
find his way to a camera 
and a microphone to talk 
about himself but has not 
said one word acknowl-
edging the total disre-
gard displayed by the 
Democrat-led state lead-
ership, for our basic con-
stitutional rights. People 
of faith in this district de-
serve to know if he sides 
with President Trump 

(May 21, 2020) The 
Wolf Administration 
will be awarding more 
than $9 million to 
non-profit entities for 
projects to fight hun-
ger and prevent food 
waste. The awards come 
from the expanded Food 
Recovery Infrastruc-
ture grant program an-
nounced in April.
 Grants will allow food 

banks, shelters and soup 
kitchens to cover the 
costs of equipment pur-
chases necessary to pre-
pare, transport and store 
food acquired from re-
tailers, wholesalers, 
farms, processors and 
cooperatives. Examples 
of eligible equipment 
that will be funded in-
clude refrigerated or 
non-refrigerated box 
trucks, industrial-sized 
refrigerators, pallet 
jacks and/or dollies. In-
stallation and shipping 

costs were also eligible 
for support.
Increased demand 

on the charitable food 
system related to 
COVID-19 has demon-
strated an immediate 
need for resources to 
support additional cold 
storage space, and more 
flexibility and changes 
to this grant program. 
The changes made in 
April encouraged part-
nerships between non-
profit organizations such 
as food banks and farms, 
processors and coopera-
tives that continue to 
experience challenges 
within the food supply 
chain as a result of the 
COVID-19 emergency.
“Many people across 

the state are feeling the 
strain of losing jobs or 
other income related 
to the COVID-19 cri-
sis, and this will help 
provide a safety net to 

ensure that our fellow 
Pennsylvanians are not 
going hungry,” said 
Governor Tom Wolf. 
“This program also 
helps ensure that our 
farmers are not in a po-
sition where they have 
to waste the food and 
dairy products grown on 
their farms because of 
market upheavals.”
“Our goal when ex-

panding the Food Re-
covery Infrastructure 
Grant was to quickly 
get money to the people 
that could do the most to 
help, and the charitable 
organizations of Penn-
sylvania responded,” 
said Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
Secretary Patrick Mc-
Donnell. “These grants 
will help guarantee food 
security to our residents 
that need it.”
“These grantees have 

demonstrated their 

commitment to feeding 
Pennsylvanians and si-
multaneously support-
ing agriculture,” said 
Agriculture Secretary 
Russell Redding. “This 
grant program is our 
trifecta, a win-win-win 
for our commonwealth: 
allowing food banks to 
keep fresh produce and 
dairy stocked and pro-
vide it to those in need, 
eliminating food waste, 
and preventing losses 

for our hardworking 
farmers who have had 
to deal with so much un-
certainty.”
The recipients of the 

145 awards include food 
banks, soup kitchens and 
churches from across 
the commonwealth. 
The full list of recipi-

ents is here.
Based on the most re-

cent survey in early 
May, Feeding Penn-
sylvania member food 

Wolf Administration Awards $9.6 million in Grants to Help the Charitable Food System
banks are reporting an 
average increase in de-
mand of 55 percent over 
what they were seeing 
one year ago today. Un-
used or unsold food ends 
up in landfills, where it 
can biodegrade and re-
lease greenhouse gases 
like methane. The EPA 
estimates that in 2015 
(the last year when in-
formation was avail-
able), more than 30 mil-
lion tons of food waste 
went into landfills na-
tionwide. 
Funding for the grant 

was made available for 
Pennsylvania nonprofit 
organizations for grant 
assistance for the prop-
er management and op-
eration of food waste 
reduction pursuant to 
the Pennsylvania Mu-
nicipal Waste Planning, 
Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Act of 1988, 
Act 101.

(May 21, 2020) State 
Senators Mario Scavello 
(R-40) and Lisa Boscola 
(D-18) today wrote Gov. 
Tom Wolf requesting a 
business waiver to permit 
Martin Guitar of Naza-
reth, Northampton Coun-
ty, to resume operations if 
the statewide order keep-
ing manufacturing closed 
remains in place.
“On behalf of Martin 

Guitar, we respectfully 
request that you issue 
an Executive Order to 
permit manufacturing 
operations to resume in 
Pennsylvania,” the letter 
states. “If this is not via-
ble, we request that you 
issue an individual busi-

ness waiver to the Gov-
ernor’s Business Closure 
Order for Martin Guitar.”
“Martin Guitar’s com-

petitors in California, Ar-
izona and Maryland are 
now open for manufac-
turing, which is placing 
Martin Guitar at a serious 
disadvantage,” the sena-
tors wrote.
The senators noted that 

Martin Guitar has devel-
oped a comprehensive re-
opening plan to ensure the 
safety of its employees. 
The plan complies with 
all Centers for Disease 
Control and Pennsylva-
nia Department of Health 
requirements regarding 
temperature and health 

checks, social distanc-
ing, mask requirements, 
hourly hand washing, and 
more.
“This world renowned 

company was started by 
German immigrant Chris-
tian Frederick Martin Sr. 
in 1833 and has been con-
tinuously family owned 
and operated for six gen-
erations. Martin guitars 
are famous for their unri-
valed quality and crafts-
manship, and is a source 
of pride for our region and 
commonwealth,” Senator 
Scavello said. “While I’m 
working to open all man-
ufacturing statewide, I 
make this special request 
on behalf of a company 

Senators Scavello, Boscola Urge Gov. Wolf to Let Nazareth’s Martin Guitar Reopen

with a 187-year commit-
ment to Pennsylvania.”

“We need to work with 
Pennsylvania employ-

ers to create responsible 
plans to open in light of 
Covid-19.  This is espe-
cially important when 
other states are opening 
up more readily and put-
ting Pennsylvania busi-
nesses at a competitive 
disadvantage,” Senator 
Boscola said.  “Martin 
Guitar has put togeth-
er a plan to mitigate the 
spread of the disease and 
bring back employees 
safely.”
The list of entertainers 

who have owned and 
played Martin guitars in-
cludes Elvis Presley, Paul 
McCartney, Eric Clapton, 
John Mayer and many 
others.
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Fiore Funeral Home
John A. Fiore, Funeral Director

Individualized Pre-Need Planning By Appointment

Established and Locally
Owned Since 1950

Compare My Prices And Services
Only One Facility To Maintain

No Full Time Salaried Employees
Handicapped Accessible

Courtesy Limousine
Large Off-Street Parking Lot

230 Market Street
Bangor, Pennsylvania 18013

610-588-2233
If No Answer, 1-877-306-3850

Team Sports Equipment & Uniforms

NEW LOCATION: 24A Broadway,
Bangor, PA 18013 - Side Enterance

P: 610-588-2958     F: 610-588-8461
email: dukessports@fast.net

“Goal Posts to Socks, &
EVERYTHING in Between!”

Work & Occupational Wear
Screen Printing & Embroidery Services

Digital Color Printing
(Banners, Decals, WALL BANGERZ, Wall Posters...Incl. Fat Head Type)

Coaches & Parents Save Time & $$$
Volume Discounts on Accessories & Equipment

Authorized                 Dealer

Abundant Life
220 Main Street, Johnsonburg, NJ 

• alwcnw.com •    •                             •  

973-463-9455 marc@alwcnw.com 

Sundays 10:00am, Tuesdays 7:00pm

abundantlifenw

Check Online for

Check Online for

Service Updates!

Service Updates!

A Division of
Medical Associates of The Lehigh Valley

www.matlv.com

Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Anita Rohatgi, M. D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

101 S. Schanck Avenue
Pen Argyl, PA

(May 21, 2020) The 
Pennsylvania Game 
Commission announced 
that, on Friday, May 22, it 
reopened shooting ranges 
on additional state game 
lands in counties to be 
upgraded to the yellow 
phase in the state’s three-
phase matrix to ease 
COVID-19 restrictions.
Those counties include: 

Adams, Beaver, Carbon, 
Columbia, Cumberland, 
Juniata, Mifflin, Perry, 
Susquehanna, Wayne, 
Wyoming and York.
Within those counties, 

any rifle, shotgun, pistol 
and archery ranges on 
state game lands will be 
reopened beginning Fri-
day, May 22 and regular 
hours of operation will 
resume.
Where counties will re-

main in the matrix’s red 
phase, and where stay-
at-home orders remain 
in place and large gath-
erings are prohibited, 
shooting ranges on state 
game lands will remain 
closed.
This is the third round of 

shooting-range reopen-
ings to be announced. 
The combined May 8 and 
May 15 upgrades of 37 
counties to the matrix’s 
yellow phase reopened 
shooting ranges on 14 
game lands.
The upgrades scheduled 

for Friday, May 22 will 
reopen ranges on five 
additional game lands: 
State Game Lands 230 
in Cumberland County; 
State Game Lands 242 
in York County; State 
Game Lands 141 in Car-
bon County; State Game 
Lands 58 in Columbia 
County; and State Game 
Lands 159 in Wayne 
County.
Shooting ranges that 

reopened previously in-
clude those on: State 
Game Lands 72 in Clar-
ion County; State Game 
Lands 109 in Erie Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 24 

in Forest County; State 
Game Lands 203 in Al-
legheny County; State 
Game Lands 108 in Cam-
bria County; State Game 
Lands 51 in Fayette Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 
179 in Greene Coun-
ty; State Game Lands 
223 in Greene County; 
State Game Lands 248 
in Indiana County; State 
Game Lands 50 in Som-
erset County; State Game 
Lands 245 in Washing-
ton County; State Game 
Lands 42 in Westmore-
land County; State Game 
Lands 176 in Centre 
County; and State Game 
Lands 77 in Clearfield 
County.
Future changes regarding 

the opening of addition-
al game-lands shooting 
ranges will be announced 
by the Game Commission 
as they are authorized.
With the reopening of 

additional shooting rang-
es, as permitted by Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s updated 
COVID-19 guidance to 
take effect May 22, more 
than half of the ranges op-
erated and maintained by 
the Game Commission 
will be back up and run-
ning, said Game Commis-
sion Executive Director 
Bryan Burhans.
“With the May 22 round 

of reopenings, most of 
shooting ranges on Penn-
sylvania’s state game 
lands again will be avail-
able for hunters, trappers 
and other properly per-
mitted shooters to use,” 
Burhans said. “That this 
third round of reopenings 
so closely followed the 
second surely is welcome 
news to many, and I look 
forward to announcing 
the next. If each of us 
continues to strive to stay 
safe and follows the state 
Department of Health’s 
guidelines for limiting the 
spread of COVID-19, it 
only can help to make it 
happen.”
The Game Commission 

closed all shooting ranges 
on state game lands in late 
March in accordance with 
Gov. Wolf’s developing 
guidance to help control 
the spread of COVID-19.
To enable hunters and 

target shooters to make up 
for lost opportunity due 
to ranges being closed, 
the Game Commission 
has extended the life of 
2019-20 shooting-range 
permits, which have a 
printed expiration date of 
June 30, 2020. The per-
mits will be considered 
valid to use on state game 
lands shooting ranges un-

til Aug. 31, 2020.
Pennsylvania 2019-20 

hunting and furtaker li-
censes, which also are set 
to expire June 30, 2020 
and allow holders to 
use shooting ranges 
on game lands, will 
be honored for range 
use through Aug. 31, 
2020, as well. However, 
hunters and trappers are 
reminded that beginning 
July 1, 2020, they will 
need 2020-21 licenses 
before engaging in any 
hunting or trapping ac-
tivity through June 30, 
2021.

Covid-19 Upgrades To Open More Shooting Ranges
 in Pennsylvania

(May 26, 2020)  In 
response to the gov-
ernor’s shutdown of 
state liquor stores 
and recent failures by 
the Pennsylvania Li-
quor Control Board 
(PLCB) to adapt to 
a 21st century busi-
ness model during the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic, Rep. Tim O’Neal 
(R-Washington) re-
cently introduced leg-
islation to end gov-
ernment control of 
wine and spirit sales.
“When Gov. Tom 

Wolf shutdown the 
liquor stores, he al-
most returned Penn-
sylvania to Prohi-
bition and showed 
us why government 
should never be in 
control of alcohol 
sales,” O’Neal said. 
“Grocery stores and 
restaurants quickly 
and efficiently found 
ways to adapt to the 
pandemic while the 
PLCB, at Wolf ’s di-

rection, caused mass 
mayhem and turned 
Pennsylvanians into 
modern-day bootleg-
gers.”
House Bill 2547 

would close state 
stores, privatize the 
wholesale liquor sys-
tem and create private 
outlets for liquor. It is 
similar to House Bill 
466 of 2015, which 
was vetoed by the 
governor.
“Act 39 of 2016 

proved private indus-
try can responsibly 
sell wine,” O’Neal 
said. “I have no doubt 
liquor sales can be 
done in the same ef-
fective and efficient 
manner.”
Wolf ordered Penn-

sylvania’s govern-
ment-controlled Fine 
Wine and Good Spir-
its stores to close 
on March 17. Be-
cause the state has a 
monopoly on spirit 
sales, Pennsylvanians 

had no choice but to 
flock to Ohio, West 
Virginia, Delaware, 
New Jersey and other 
neighboring states.
“All that business 

activity and revenue 
could have happened 
in Pennsylvania but 
was pushed over the 
borders,” O’Neal 
said.
O’Neal noted Wolf ’s 

shutdown of the state 
liquor stores is not the 
only reason he is call-
ing for full privatiza-
tion. The PLCB has 
had persistent prob-
lems for decades.
“The PLCB drives 

up costs while at the 
same time decreasing 
selection and conve-
nience,” O’Neal add-
ed. “But even more 
concerning is that the 
current system forces 
Pennsylvanians, small 
businesses and local 
family restaurants into 
doing business with a 
government-run mo-

O’Neal Introduces Bill to Privatize Government-Controlled Liquor Stores in PA

nopoly that’s rife with 
political favoritism.”
Past polling shows 

that two-thirds of 
Pennsylvania voters 
support privatizing the 
state’s liquor system.
Pennsylvania remains 

one of only two states 
in the entire nation 

where government 
wields complete con-
trol over all wholesale 
and retail sales of 
both wine and spirits. 
“The state-con-

trolled liquor monop-
oly was set up in 1939 
to make it as incon-
venient as possible 

to purchase wine and 
spirits in Pennsylva-
nia, and it’s clear that 
is still its mission 
today,” O’Neal said. 
“The time has come 
to revisit ending this 
antiquated govern-
ment system once and 
for all.”

Happy
Sweet 16th

Birthday Jailie!

Happy
Sweet 16th

Birthday Jailie!

Love, Mom, Jayke, Nana & Pop-PopLove, Mom, Jayke, Nana & Pop-Pop
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From eligibility to deductibles to coverages, you probably 
have lots of questions. I’m here to help you understand 
your options so you can select the best plan for you and 
your budget.
Erie Family Life offers Medicare Supplement Insurance 
plans* that help pay for what Medicare doesn’t. You can 
take comfort in knowing you’re getting coverage from a 
financially sound, trusted 
insurance company.

Call or email my 
office today.

Request your free Medicare Supplement Guide.
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Robin Tinsley
Sabatino Insurance Agency Inc
17 S Robinson Ave
610-863-6033
ROBIN@SABATINOINS.COM

The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection today an-
nounced that it has devel-
oped a color-coded health 
alert index to provide the 
public with strong and 
clear guidance on suitable 
recreational activities in 
freshwater lakes and oth-
er water bodies impacted 
by harmful algal blooms, 
also known as HABs. 
The DEP is committed 
to working with local of-
ficials to implement the 
index as soon as possible.
“DEP scientists careful-

ly reviewed data collect-
ed during harmful algal 
blooms that occurred in 
New Jersey over the last 
three years to develop a 
tiered warning system 
that will enable lake com-
munities, residents and 
visitors to make more 
individualized decisions 
about what risks they are 
willing to take and what 
activities they feel com-
fortable engaging in at the 
various levels of HABs,” 
Commissioner McCabe 
said. “We can’t predict 
with certainty when 
harmful algal blooms 
will occur, but with this 
enhanced communica-
tion and color-coded alert 
index, we hope that the 
appropriate responses 
to harmful algal blooms 
will become much more 
predictable and targeted, 
which should provide 
much more certainty as 
well as flexibility for res-
idents and businesses to 
make sensible decisions.”
New Jersey’s Harmful 

Algal Bloom Strategy 
and Alert Index
The index is part of a 

broader response initia-
tive directed by Governor 
Murphy following nearly 
40 harmful algal blooms 
that impacted New Jersey 
last year. This initiative 
includes more than $13 
million in state fund-

ing for local projects to 
mitigate and respond to 
harmful algal blooms as 
well as development of 
tools to enhance monitor-
ing and communications 
of health information to 
the public.
Governor Murphy met 

with impacted commu-
nities in November 2019 
and the DEP held public 
meetings as part of its 
efforts to map out a bet-
ter path moving forward. 
The DEP also held two 
summits earlier this year 
also as part of Governor 
Murphy’s HAB initiative.
imageIn response, the 

DEP has developed a 
color-coded alert in-
dex (see accompanying 
chart) with signage that 
provides much greater 
precision on recreation-
al use recommendations 
for impacted water bod-
ies based on levels of 
cyanobacteria and/or cy-
anotoxins present. The 
index has multiple alert 
categories, each provid-
ing recommendations of 
activities that should not 
be pursued based on wa-
ter monitoring results.
A Watch will be posted 

when cell counts exceed 
20,000 cells to notify 
the public of potential 
less serious health ef-
fects and allow them to 
make informed decisions 
about their recreational 
activities. The Alert lev-
el is for public bathing 
beaches only and is in-
dicated when a HAB has 
been confirmed, with cell 
counts between 40,000 
and 80,000 and no known 
toxins above the public 
health threshold. At the 
Alert level, the index sug-
gest that beaches increase 
monitoring for future tox-
in production.
An Advisory will be 

posted when cell counts 
exceed 80,000 cells or 
when toxin levels exceed 

3 micrograms per millili-
ter of microcystins.  An 
Advisory will be issued if 
toxin production occurs 
at or above 3 micrograms 
per milliliter of microcys-
tins, even if cell counts 
are below 80,000.
The Warning and Dan-

ger tiers are designed to 
communicate HABs that 
are producing very high 
levels of toxins which 
justify additional caution. 
New Jersey has experi-
enced approximately a 
dozen HAB events over 
the last 3 years that would 
trigger a Warning; moni-
toring has never indicated 
a HAB event which pro-
duced toxins that would 
trigger a Danger alert 
level.
The DEP’s Harmful Al-

gal Bloom website will 
be updated to include this 
new index and accompa-
nying signage, relevant 
monitoring data and oth-
er information for each 
of the impacted bodies of 
water, as well as an up-
dated HAB Monitoring 
and Response Strategy.
About Harmful Algal 

Blooms
A growing global 

problem, harmful algal 
blooms are not caused 
by true algae but rath-
er by cyanobacteria that 
in many ways resemble 
and behave like algae. 
These cyanobacteria nat-
urally occur in fresh wa-
ter and can proliferate 
to unhealthful levels in 
sunlight and hot weath-
er, forming dense mats 
resembling pea soup or 
spilled paint.
Exposure to cyanobac-

teria cells can cause a 
range of mild to moderate 
health effects, including 
rashes, allergy-like reac-
tions, flu-like symptoms, 
gastroenteritis, respirato-
ry irritation and eye irri-
tation. Incidental inges-
tion of water containing 

the toxins these bacteria 
can produce, known as 
cyanotoxins, can result 
in more serious health ef-
fects such as liver toxicity 
and neurological effects. 
Children and pets are 
more vulnerable because 
they ingest more water in 
relation to their size.
The presence of the 

cells themselves can 
produce health effects 
but the toxins that are 
produced during harm-
ful algal blooms present 
the most serious health 
concerns. Based on data 
collected over the past 
three years, in particular 
last year, DEP scientists 
determined that harmful 
algal blooms become sta-
tistically more likely to 
produce toxins when cell 
counts exceed 80,000 per 
milliliter. Consequently, 
the DEP has developed 
this cell count level as the 
benchmark for posting 
recreational alerts where 
all primary recreation in-

cluding swimming is not 
recommended and local 
health authorities close 
beaches.
Consequently, the index 

provides a more refined 
guidance for recreation-
al activities. For exam-
ple, swimming, water 
skiing, paddle boarding 
and kayaking are not 
recommended during a 
bloom due to the greater 
probability of ingestion. 
Secondary recreational 
activities such as boat-
ing, canoeing and fishing 
carry less levels of risk 
because the potential of 
ingestion or immersion 
in water is less likely to 
occur.  At no time is it 
recommended to eat fish 
caught in a waterbody 
during a harmful algal 
bloom or drink water 
from it.
Harmful algal blooms 

can vary in severity from 
lake to lake and even 
within individual lakes 
so alert levels may vary 

from location to location, 
depending on conditions, 
particularly in large lakes 
such as Lake Hopatcong, 
Greenwood Lake and 
Spruce Run Reservoir in 
northern New Jersey.
Blooms can be most 

pronounced in areas 
where water is stagnant or 
slow-moving. Nutrients 
from fertilizers, improp-
erly operating septic sys-
tems and animal wastes 
exacerbate these blooms. 
The DEP is working with 
communities, nonprofits 
and academic institutions 
to implement a variety of 
strategies to reduce the 
impact of these nutrients. 
In addition, the DEP con-
tinues to expand its use 
of advanced monitoring 
tools to improve under-
standing of when these 
blooms occur, increase 
or decrease in intensity, 
including aerial remote 
sensing, satellite imagery 
and real-time monitoring 
buoys.

DEP Provides Enhanced Guidance On Harmful Algal Blooms With Development 
Of Color-Coded Public Health Alert Index

ATTENTION SENIORS 2020 & PARENTS!
We are working on gathering the info for our Graduation  
Editions, we should have them within the next few weeks!
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Several species of ticks 
are found in New Jersey. In 
addition to being an unwel-
come parasite on people, 
pets and wildlife, ticks can 
also transmit certain diseas-
es such as Lyme Disease and 
Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Fever. Those enjoying the 
outdoors, including hunters, 
anglers, birders and others, 
should take precautions to 
avoid ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, and to prevent the 
transfer of ticks to new sites.
Asian Longhorned Tick: In 

late 2017, the Asian Long-
horned Tick (Haemaphysa-
lis longicornis), was found 
on a sheep in Hunterdon 
County. As of May 2020, 
the Longhorned Tick has 
been found in six NJ coun-
ties (Hunterdon, Union, 
Middlesex, Mercer, Bergen, 
Somerset, Passaic, Cam-
den and Monmouth)and 
in twelve other states. The 
tick is known to occur in 
humans and a wide range of 
animals, being documented 
in deer, sheep, goats, cattle, 
horses, dogs, raccoons, and 
opossums in North Ameri-
ca. If animals become heav-
ily infested with these ticks, 
the loss of blood can kill 
the animal. Ticks can also 
spread a variety of diseases.
The tick is known to occur 

in humans and a wide range 
of animals, such as deer, 
sheep, goats, cattle, horses, 
dogs, raccoons, and opos-
sums in North America. If 
animals become heavily in-
fested with these ticks, the 
loss of blood can kill the an-
imal. In some countries, the 
Asian Longhorned Tick has 
been known to spread a va-
riety of diseases. Currently, 
in the U.S., it has only been 
shown to experimentally be-
come infected with Rickett-
sia rickettsia.
These exotic ticks are be-

ing collected to document 
their range and to test them 
for disease. Tick-borne dis-
eases, including those from 
ticks native to the region, 
pose a hazard to both hunt-
ers and their dogs, as well 
as other outdoors enthusi-
asts. In addition to the risk 
of having the tick attach, 
human traffic can move the 
tick from one location to 
another. This may include 
hunters, birders and others 
who often walk through 
wooded areas, grasses, and 
shrubs. Transport of hunt-
er-killed animals can pose 
risks to increasing the range 

of this tick from one region 
to another.
If you find a suspected 

Asian Longhorned Tick on 
you, your pets, horses, live-
stock, or hunter-harvested 
deer, please collect the tick 
for animal health officials to 
identify:
Place the tick in a snack or 

sandwich size Ziploc baggie 
with a postage stamp sized 
piece of moistened paper 
towel and seal it. Do NOT 
use tape to secure the tick. 
Keep refrigerated until sub-
mission.
Call the New Jersey Tick 

Line at: 1-833-NEW-TICK 
(833-639-8425) or head to 
your local county drop off 
location for submission.
For additional information, 

visit the NJ Dept. of Agri-
culture, Division of Animal 
Health webpage at www.
nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/
ah/
Recommendations For 

Hunters And Outdoor 
Enthusiasts: The follow-
ing guidelines are recom-

mended to avoid tick-borne 
diseases and to prevent the 
transfer of ticks to new sites:
Use Tick Repellent: Apply 

tick repellents to exposed 
skin and clothing - see Pre-
venting Tick Bites (Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention). Always read the 
label before using.
If skin becomes wet from 

sweat or water, towel off 
and reapply the repellent to 
dry skin.
Clothing and Footwear: 

Spray permethrin-con-
taining products on outer 
clothing, including shoes. 
Permethrin should NOT 
be used directly on skin. It 
is important to follow the 
directions on the product. 
If chemical odors are a con-
cern, there are unscented 
and neutral odor products 
available. Also available 
are clothes that have in-
secticide embedded in the 
fibers and may last through 
multiple washes.
Check clothing and ex-

posed body prior to moving 
from one area to another. If 
ticks are located they may 
be submitted for identifica-
tion. See above for submis-
sion guidance.
Avoid wearing the same 

clothes on consecutive 
days without washing them 
first to remove ticks. Wash 
clothes immediately after 
returning home. To kill any 
ticks that may be on clothes 
it is recommended to use 
hot water and dry on high 
heat.
Cover up: Wear light col-

ored long-sleeved shirts 
and long pants.
Perform Tick Checks: 

Conduct body checks im-
mediately after returning 
from outdoor activities in 
tick-infested areas. Use 
mirrors if necessary, but 
check all body areas and 
remove all ticks found. Es-
pecially examine behind 
the ears, back of the neck, 
around the waist, and in and 
along the hairline. Shower 
as soon as possible to po-
tentially wash away unat-
tached ticks.
Removing Attached Ticks 

Safely: Remove attached 
ticks by using fine-tipped 
tweezers. If tweezers are 
not readily available, you 
can improvise by shield-
ing your fingers with tissue 
paper, a foil-covered gum 
wrapper, or plastic sand-
wich bag and grasping the 
tick as close to the skin as 
possible, pulling upward 
with steady, even pressure.
Do not twist the tick as you 

remove it - this may cause 
the tick’s mouthparts to re-
main in the skin, increasing 
the risk of infection.
Do not attempt to suf-

focate the tick with alco-
hol-soaked cotton - this will 
cause the tick to regurgitate 
while its mouthparts are 
still in the skin, and can in-
crease the risk of infection.
Wash the affected area 

with soap and water, and 
disinfect the bite site.
Protecting Hunting Dogs, 

Consult a veterinarian, but 
basic guidelines include:

Longhorned (and Other) Ticks In New Jersey, What To Look For Apply topical or system-
ic tick-control treatments. 
Consult your veterinarian 
about the appropriate prod-
uct for your dog.
Treat kennels as needed 

to kill ticks. Consult your 
veterinarian about the saf-
est and most appropriate 
alternative.
Any ticks attached to dogs 

should be promptly and 
carefully removed, using 
the same guidelines as post-
ed above for tick removal 
from human skin.
Avoid Spreading Ticks by 

Movement of Hunter-killed 
Deer
Ticks are most active in 

warm weather, thus the 
highest risk of moving ticks 
is during warmer tempera-
tures in September and Oc-
tober of the hunting season.
After shooting a deer 

within or near an area 
known to have the Asian 
Longhorned tickc, if 
you suspect that the 
deer has this tick pres-
ent, contact Dr. Nicole 
Lewis at 908-735-6398 
or nicole.lewis@dep.
nj.gov to coordinate col-
lection of these ticks.
After moving the deer, do 

not let it lay in your yard as 
ticks may detach and leave 
the deer.
Have the deer butchered 

promptly OR if process-
ing the deer yourself, re-
move the hide and store 
it to prevent ticks from 
getting into the environ-
ment. If saving the hide, 
freeze for a minimum of 
two days; if not, double-bag 
it and dispose with your mu-
nicipal waste.
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Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Custom Installation
Shop At Home Service

Experienced 
Caregivers Needed. 
Weekends & Nights

Some Lifting 
Required

Call 610-588-6000

Auto Detailer
Wanted

40+ Hours a week
Call Tony Danas at 

484-714-6437
or email

Dottadetailing@
gmail.com

TA Travel Center - Many 
Positions Avail. MIT 

Positions, 
 Cashiers, Servers & 

Porters. Inquire Within to 
mytajobs.com -  
Columbia, NJ

Tree Company Seeks, FT, 
PT Worker. Must Have 

Valid DL.  
jensentreeexperts 

@gmail.com or call 908-
459-4005 
Warren & 

Morris Co., NJ

Looking for a Good Reli-
able Person that knows 
how to do construction 
work or willing to learn. 
Good Pay. Please Call  

484-894-1859 or  
610-599-8822

 

House for Rent
3 BR in Columbia, NJ. 
Pet Friendly! $1,750/
mo + 1 mo sec. Call 

908-496-8884
FULL TIME  

EXPERIENCED  
POWERSPORTS 

MECHANIC - Horn’s 
Outdoor, Inc. is  

seeking a mechanic expe-
rienced in repairs of ATV’s, 
Snowmobiles, Lawn Equip-

ment and CanAm Road-
sters.  PA Safety Inspection 
License preferred but not 
necessary.  Pay to com-

mensurate with experience.  
Please email your name, 

phone number and resume 
to set up an interview to 
info@hornsoutdoor.com 
or stop by 1169 Mt Bethel 
Hwy, Mt Bethel, PA for an 

application

Rooms for Rent! 
 Hunter’s Lodge  

Motel. Nice rooms, 
rented nightly, 

weekly, or monthly. 
Includes air condi-

dish network TV, 
trash, water, micro-

wave, and small 
refrigerator. $70 - 

Night; $350 - Week; 
$850 - Month.  

Call 610-888-6613

10x20 Garage for 
 Rent w/ overhead  
automatic door.  

William St. Pen Argyl 

Avail for $30/mo.  
Call 484-330-0093

Climber/Ground Person 
Wanted! Must Have Valid 

DL. Call 610-588-1034

HOUSE FOR RENT:
Pen Argyl, PA, 3 bedroom 
house on quiet side street, 
1 bathroom, full kitchen w/

oven, stove, refrigerator 
& dishwasher, hardwood 

and back porch/patio, full 
basement w/washer and 
dryer hook up, on street 

parking.  $1150.00 a month 
rent includes sewer and 
garbage.  NO PETS.  For 

more info. Please call   
610-417-5446

Looking for a Carpenter 
and/or a Carpenter’s 
Assistant. Please call 

201-323-3127 & leave a 
message, will call back.

PT cleaner/ 
manager need-

ed in Mt Bethel 5 
days a week mon-

day thru friday 
from 6:00 pm to 
9:30pm. $12.00 
to start.  Call 
570.856.3700

House for Rent in 
Bangor. $900/mo. 

2 Bedroom - 1 
Bath, Garbage & 

Sewer Incl.
No Smoking/Pets!
Call 484-358-0533

Waterpark
Attendant

No experience 
 needed 15 years 

and older
Great resume- 

building experience
Apply by calling

 908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

Outdoor Summer Jobs
Various positions in 

Amusement & 
Waterpark

Make $5,000 - $7,000/
summer

Apply by calling 
908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

Seniors – Part Time
Various positions in 

children’s amusement 
park. Friendly environ-
ment. Apply by calling 

908-459-4521
M-F: 9am-5pm

 

Help Wanted
Mt. Bethel Beverage 
PT Day Shift & some 

weekends. Lifting 
required, must be 18 
years of age or older.  
Great job for a retiree 

or college student.  
Apply in Person.

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer. 
Experienced only. 

Must have drivers li-
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 

at 610-588-6715

 

Chest freezer, snow 
blower, Sausage 

-
er, Rope Bed, Pine 

bunk bed, Lawn 
sweeper, Wrought 

-
ble, Large cast iron 
kettle,  generator, 

tools.  
Call 484-719-4979

House for rent
Mt Bethel, PA 2 story 

farm house , 3 bedroom, 
1 1/2 bath home

in secluded area. 
Covered front porch, en-
closed side porch with
washer/dryer hookup, 

full basement
Sewer/water/garbage 

included. No smoking, 
no pets please

$1625 per month plus 
security deposit

Call 610-588-8668
BHTS

 

Commercial Store 
Front For Rent

15 Main St., Blair-
stown, NJ $950/
mo Incl. Utilities 

call  610-888-6613

3 Bedroom,  
1 1/2 Bathroom 
Apartment on 

Farm. $1,500/mo 
plus $1,500 sec 

dep. Heat, Sewer, 
Electric, and Lawn 
Maintenence Incl. 

No Pets!
610-217-6077

 

For Rent
2 Buildings

Mt. Bethel, PA
570-807-7700

 

Room for Rent
$550/mo All Utili-

ties Incl. Kitchen & 
Bathrooms. WiFi. 
No Security  De-

posit Required. FMI 
call 570-856-7197

Want It Sold? 
Rented?

Get Results!
Country 

Classic Real 
Estate

Michelle 
Kinney

484-541-8944

Firewood 
Cut-Split-Delivered 

$210 a Cord 
570-202-6902

Seasoned Mixed
 Hardwood. 1 cord or 
3 cord Special! Call 

Craig at 570-460-4879

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902 1/4

BRAND NEW
 NEVER USED 
STOVES FOR 

SALE
PARLOUR 

 Direct Vent Natural 
Gas or Propane 

Stove - 31,000 BTU 
or Propane 28,000 

BTU. Originally 
$3,800.  

Asking $1,500 

VALOR  
President  

Natural Gas or Pro-
pane Stove. 8,750 

BTU to 17,000 BTU. 
Originally $1,199.  

Asking $600
Call  

484-988-0969
we are not a 

store!

NOT JUST REC     RDS
1 Broadway, Bangor 
484-408-9836

- BUY - SELL - CONSIGN -

Records • Coins • Antiques
Tools • Toys • CDs • DVDs

Free Wood for 
Outdoor Furnace.  

Delivered. 
610-588-1034

 Lumber or  
Firewood. 16-20ft 

long. 610-588-7513

Oak Trees for

1 Acre 
Commercial 

Building with 3  
Rentals Located 
 in Washington 
Township on

 Rt. 191!
 TONS of 

Possibilities! 
Call 484-274-1703

Cash for Old 
Costume Jewelry, 
Rings, Pins, Clip  
Earrings, Beads, 
Sterling Silver,  

Any kind of vintage 
jewelry. Call Dot

 “The Jewelry Lady”   
610-588-1267

Service

10x20 Garage for 
Rent w/ overheat 
automatic door.
507 William St., 

Pen Argyl. 
$100/mo...Off St. 

Parking also 
avail for $30/mo

Call 484-330-0093

We Are So Proud of 
The Class of 2020!
Congratulations on 
your accomplish-

ments during these 
trying times! 
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